




Nature Conservation 
in Kingston upon Thames 

Sue Swales, Ian Yarham and Bob Britton 

Ecology Handbook 18 

- C . ,  
1 - : - 7  - -. - . \ ,,L+. I . . I I?. ' - ECOrnGY 

UNIT 



Ftml gublished In Great Britain by the 
London &ole@ Untt, W o r d  Ha-, 
1% #imM FUgh Street, Loridon NW17JR,  
Pm (071) B7f944 - 
Q 1 992 London Eodogy Unil 
BrWh Wry Catalqulng 
In PuBllation Data 
A W ~ u e d ~ t h i i b a D k  
is avaflbla frm the Bash Libmy. 

ISBN I -871M- f31  

I 
AII ri&&mswad No W a f  this pubheation may b 
repx-, &red in a WW system or trensmibd, 
in any fm 61 by any meansl ektmk, mdwisal, 
@mtwqyit?g, r d n g  w othelwisie, W u t t h e  
pdG7 ph afthe C9paM hdd@far. 

Front wrwr 
Theupprmsl pd at Fishponds, Surbiton 
LEU/#% 

Back cow 
W a  Stmbny in Siiiy Acre Wad 
Mw Game 

- I ROYAL 

The London Eco 
Royal Borough of Kingston upon Thames I 

and the Nation; 



Acknowledgements 

111 



- - .  -. - 

I 

1 

About the London Ecology Unit 

" T h e L o n d o n E ~ U n i i ~ t o d e v ~ n a w ~ y s  This h k  is one of a series of publitions produced by 
of creatiq a ywtw and pleasantw u h n  gnvimnment. the London Ecdogy Unit. Olher taes in the series are: 
l t ~ p s a n n e r S , ~ a n d l o w l p m p b m h o w t o  

* ~ w i ~ ~ a r e a s m ~ d h o w t o ~ ~ w t ~ n e w ~ i  1 Ecology and 1Jlature Conservation In London 
-' - ~ ~ a n d a n i r r a a l s . ~ h e ~ n i t ~ c a f f i e d w t e ~ n s i v e  2 A Gulde to Habitat Creation 

, s u m  of London's wildlie, emlogy and bndscape h h r y .  3 Nature Conswatlon Guidelines for London 
- ' Fwdedbym&oftheLpndonBorwrghCoundf&,iheUnil 

hasWsupptof the~CMFlmissionand~lsh 
4 Woodland, Wasteland, the Tdal Thames 

end two London Boroughs 
W r e  (the Nabre bservancy Cwncil tor England). 

5 Nature Consewatlon In Brent 

The UnR pmWs hbmath and advice to local 7 Nature Conservation In Hllllngdon 
autharltissmd~agmkaoallaspedsofn;dure 8 London's Meadows and Pastures 

. - comerva~on and q@d e. Its wmk lncludss the 9 Nature Conmatlon In Croydon u 

" development of edilgbl @ides for k d  planning, Ute 10 Nature Conservation In Greenwich 
. asswmltd*e 11 Nature Consewatlon In Waltham Forest 

3 sites, andadw-ing ' and -t to ~ m u r q e  wiwlife 
12 Mature Conserretlon In Swthwark 

andto~rawvhaPl i ta ts .  13 Nature Consenation In Harrow 
14 Nature Arms for City People 

fhe Unit maintains a dalaberse d London's wildlife 15 Mure Conserratlon In Hounslow I 

hdihb, wlth inhadon on what Is found In each place. 16 Nature Consewatlon in Eallng 
: ~~are lncorastantusebytheUn~andbymany 17 Nature Conservation In Newham 
I otlteroqanisationsandtndlvlduals. 19 Nature Consenratlon in Isllngton 

New wotk by the Unh inbudes lfudanee on dsveloping 20 Mature Conmatlon In Batking and Dagenham 

. n a i u r e ~ a r e a s i n ~ a n d h o w m w i I d l i f e  
. haMtrtts can be pmvM W i n  u b n  developmsnt, induding Ow k k s  are avdlable fm Whops  and from 

- , , habitats on and m n d  buildings. some librarbs In London. They can ak be Wined by 
post from the M a n  Ecdogy UnlB Fw rn dW!s, 
please send an SAE to: 

Bookllstrequssts, 
lmdon m y  Un$ 
la Camden High we&' 
London NW17JR. 
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Introduction 

This handbook documents the wildlife of the Royal Borough 
of K~ngston upon Thames, and the initiatives of the Borough 
Council and others to protect and enhance habitats for wild 
plants and animals. It is one of a series of ecology handbooks 
produced by the London Ecology Unit on nature conserva- 
tion in London boroughs. These are intended as a guide to 
planners and land managers on how best to further nature 
conservation in the capital, lor example through policies in 
Unitary Development Plans, development control and the way 
in which open spaces are managed. It will also be of lnterest 
to residents and visitors to Kingston who want to find out 
more about the green spaces, animals and plants of 
the Borough. 

While much of the Borough is built-up, Kingston is 
fortunate in having considerable areas of open land, espec~ally 
in the south and following the river valleys of the Hogsm~ll and 
Beverley Brook. 

The Borough Council recognisez the imponance of 
wildlife and green spaces to people living in urban and 
suburban areas, and pursues policies to delend srtes of 
interest from development and to manage its open spaces 
with nature conservation in mind. It also supports ~nit~at~ves 
in the field of environmental education, including the 
establishment of nature areas in schools. 

Nalure Conservation in Kingston upon Thames was 
written using data from site visits supplemented by ~nforrna- 
t~on  from many other people, such as Borough off rcers, local 
naturalists and h~storians. and the Lower Mole Countryside 
Project. Extenswe consultation on the text was carrred out 
with interested parlies, including Coundllors and officers 
of the Borough. land owners and managers, relevant 
voluntary groups and local natural~sts. 

A full list ot handbooks published by the London 
Ecology Unrt and the former Ecology Section of the 
Greater London Council IS given a! the front of this 
book. 
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is also an important focus In view of its excellent train service 
to London, which ts far more Irequent than that from K i m n .  
The Borough a b  indudes a number ol ather tormerly 
ifidspendml vlilages, now largely joined by sukrhan s p d .  
These indude Malden in the norlh, and tlook and Chessington 
in the south. Most of the nodh of UM Borough, with the 
exoeption d the valleys of the Hogsmill and of the Beverley 
Brook, isfwwbulltup, butsouthofchessingtonthereis 
still extensive ~HII Green Bell, most of il farmed. 

Roads and milways 

A n ~ o f ~ c o n v e r g e o n t h e o l d ~ c e n t r e a n d ~  
a t r C m g s t o n . T o e a s e t h e ~ ~ b y t h & ~  
t b e ~ ~ ( A S ) w a s c o m p l e t e d i n 1 W , d n o w  
n m s ~ 9 a s t w x o s s ~ c e n B e d t h e ~  
a n d t h e n ~ t h e ~ B m o k ~ b y - p a s w s e x -  
tmMin1981 b y t h e ~ d I h e M e r B y ~ w h i c h  
~ ~ ~ t d p ~ t h e ~ d W ~ b ~ ~ ~ R o a d  
(A243)~1~fhlW~WkOfMe~-8k0project iOn 
ilhsdldtkeBolrtwgh 

Rngmn is served by four rsllhvay lines. The main line 
runs through New MaWefi and SurMton, wMe a h n c h  tine 
nolsfhrougRthetown~.7PleEpemllne~the 
extreme e& of the Bm@ at W-ter Patk and a 
h c h  line k d s  kmlhis to CheMngtm South, 

I 

~ W I  w of ~ichm ~a~kwilhh ffingston. k a t ~  of 
~ r a t k e r ~ ~ O f m u c h d t h e ~ * m ~ i t e  
modersthikm%asWimyHill w C a t # w a y ~  
~ e x b n s h r e v i e w s .  

The summits of WWy Hill, Castle Hill and C m b e  Hill 
a r e o o m ~ O f ~ W T ~ ~ . T h e s e a n r m u c h  
m~~0fdayeygr;MelsIyingmtppofthe 
~ ~ T h e ~ r a & a r e o f t e n h e e w i l y ~ a t t h e  
surfamandgivewypaor,acidSesoils.lheHiTemtce 
g m v & a w r w J y a s t i n y ~ i n ~ s w t h o f t h e  
~ .OnWn#yHi l l !he~grave lshavehem 
~ b y ~ w l f i v a t i o n a n d n o w a q p i a n a m o f o n f y  
~ ~ g ~ . h ~ r r o r l h o f t t r e ~ m u c h d  
t h e s e d e p o s l t s h a s b m ~ m a s b r e ~ I n t b m  
m w o c # r p d b y t h e ~ W t a g d ~ ~ b u t I n t h e  
fewmhing amas o f ~ ~ r S t h a r ~ a r e ~ m ~ , f i n e  
e x g m p l e s o f ~ ~ a n d ~ ~ a n d .  

Other Wbly rnnt-# h gmwk af b e  R i r  
Tenaces, extetwf~narrwvfkrgersqfhe~of all the 
duets and stream In WWrtgh, and an p&ula~lyWl 
developed inthevalhyofWTdw#&;ook. In Urn, these 
grawb are owlain by nam A I M  depmQ ahg the 
p r e ~ s ~ d a y ~ m ~ ~ c r f ~ f t a t ~ v e l ~ a r e  
~ ~ ~ b u l j t o n , a r r d o n l y ~ ~ m t t w s r e P n e k l a s a ~ e n  
Eand. Hem the mile we rather imb &aweof s@id  
alluvium, and, M r e  semi-natural vegekth dill &, it 
Is e h r  of woodland or neutr;d ~ W ,  W n g  on 

WoftheThaimphhrinKmgsbniscoveredwithRirer 
BMwths,  but this has b a n  almost Wmty hiill on. North of 
t h e t a w n ~ l n h a r e a o f  HamCommwltbWwlh 
are~byfkodPlainTerraceGwels,mwhich~ 
IhsmaUpartof HamLandslyhgwilhintfwBwough, 



~ 3 t h e ~ h n d a r y h W s o u t h . A f ~ r W W i  
~ , t h a T o k v o ~ t h f k o o k , ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  

mh source is in The G m p w m  and born 
~ h h C l Q O k ~ ~ ~ ~  

~ W a b o l r t m ~ . R ~ p a & & ~  

The history behind the 
I 

four homughs in England and Wes which 

, Rwshgm & C W ,  Camadon, and 

k&&Mh ikt it has a loog and distinguish#d 

~ ~ ~ g e o l r r g y ~ K r n  - 
, . ,. 

Between the Hogsmill and the Beverley Brook, in thg 
.C 

area of New Makten, is an almost levd low watsrskd forming 
an easthest valley bebetwe the high land of Coornbe Hlll and 
Wimbledon Clammon In the north and the more gently rlsiq 
imd to the south of the Borough, A broad swathe of gravels 
of the Second Rwsr fenace, laid down durlng glacial times, 
ooclrpies the b d  of this valley, Mlcathg that at one time 
a river of cmsldmb size flowed through hers, where 
wrrsntly there is m, watercMlrse at all. This valley and the 
gravel deposlEs extend as far east as the present course of 
the R i i  Wandle, and it Is possible that the Wandle once 
#wed west through he gap. 

landscape 



Royal Klmn 

T h e r e g a l " c o n n ~ w i t h M ~ ~ ~ n a # y f r o m m  
ninthwWywheRagreat Coundlwheldin Cymk;rgesQm 
In838withffi~Egbertpmdng. HisonAWwlt,tlw 
~ o f ~ , ~ - f o w ~ a n d J I t h e  
leading* of Wessax ware In atbwhm. SMy-Wo 
yW8W,intheyea90Q,EdrvardtheUder,scmofAdfFed 
t h e G r e a t w s a w d Y n g d t h e ~ a t ~ .  
Sbt~#lgs~m~h-Athelstanhm, 
~ I n 9 4 0 * E d r e d i n 9 4 8 , E d v F j b r ~ , E d w a r d ~ M a r t y r  
in975dlasltyEthel~theU~in9fB.Amodern@ 

~kFuPalonthewdllofBrflishHwneStwes,wh#ethe 
~ ~ W e a n b e ~ h k o n t o f t h e ~  
Guldhall. 

lhe fad that Kingstan was located at a W d n g  
~ t o L o n d e n m a y h a ~ b e e n t h e ~ w h y t I w a s ~  
a s s s ~ p l a c e f o r ~ , i t h B B ~ ~ d  
thattproximityta 0 f ~ x ; m d ~ m a y  
h a v e b m a d & i m f i l C t 0 i ; b t ? h @ ~ ~ t e m a l n  
obmre. What $ Mfite i6 thslt in the tenth century, Klngston 
w VE9Jfjh& d&&dy, plwW by the Thmas to the 
w e i  M Wlylq~ mmh h to k t ,  anal situated Itself 
mawvdbeWM. 

\ 

6y the time dtha Domeday k k ,  in 1086, Kingston was 
an important royal manor and as such was held drectty by 
t h e U q ,  Describing K i ~ i t s a i d T h m i s a c h u r c h  and 
~ I V R  m l s  wwlh twenty shnfings, andm I h b s  wMth ten 
shiiliw, and a bird bhery very good hd wlthwt dues'. 

Cfresslngtm w m  mntkmd in Domesday, while 
Surbiton and Hook fbst ocarr in documnts sm after. 

the~kuays. 

KHlgstonreceivediisfirstcharterinabwt12W,andamarkei 
is first mentiolPed in 1242, being hdd regubrty on Saturdays 
l r u n 1 2 5 8 . I n m e d S e v a l t i m e s , ~ w a s a d ~ ~ o f a  
large agimltural areaslmkhi~ uptothe&p& ofthe North 
Downs.Anetworkof~,suchasthemontheineof 
t h e p r e s g n t r o a d i r o m ~ t h r o u g h ~ R u s r n  
f o w s e d o n t h e $ w n , ~ f h e c o m m a n d ~ o n t h e i r  
w a y . T h e s e w a r e c w t t h r u a l t y b u s y m ~ ~ a n d ~  
o n ~ w a y t o ~ f m m t h e m a n d i t s ~ t .  

The HogsmiY was uged to drive mills from befw the 
NormanconquestuntiltheeadyyearsoftheIvventieth 
cenhrrj.m~oftheriverfgrthispurposewereits 
non-mg&lhy, its fall bdweem saurca and the Thames, attd 
iisneamesstoeentresofpopllation.Amillat~is 
mentionedInther)omesdaysurveyandwaspmWybted 
on the hespb  Stream new Castle H11, C b q t m ;  it was 
credited with "half a mil r a t ~ I  @ two & i l l i i W  @amably 
sharedwithanothermanor)asweHulvoPdland~ed@ 
M p i g s ' . T h i s w a s t h e n p i g r e n f ~ t h e w ~ p i d f o r  
pannageintIle&.rnproporllonof~*isrot 
~ M b u t h ~ f i w a s o n e i n s e v e n , s a t h e r e  
could have been sorne 200 pigs in Kingston. 

Maiden Min, w h i  WEIS Wd about one and a hall 
kibmetresbOki W o n  Chwch, w 4somenW 
at DamestJay. h was paobably od@nally a corn mltl but from 
1720 to 1864 the site was wed for the manufacture of gun- 
powder. By the early years ol the nineteenfh century, no 
bss than twelve wnpowder mllk were located beside !he 
Hogamill Rivw in Maklen parish. Me the more famous 



am, the 

[ ~ ~ o f g ~ . G r e a t ~ ~ d o n e t ~ ~  

~ i n L ~ ~ s o m  

Ihe lroad blw up after M i  gunpowder rnmkctw 
Rnmcommi~w4uRonthS l tB~th fsws  

in189t.Mwbdngputtoanmk'of 
as grwinq water cress and phMg 

&k,W sh waxi dear4 R t 950. 

r n u - m m  
~ ~ m a r j o r ~ i n K i ~ , t h e ~ B r o o k , d S d  
~W%sr,muchi~onthepaUmofdevebpment ,  
~ ~ g ~ i t d o e s ~ ~ e d g e o f t h e ~ d a y  w. I t smisarem~of the  beowerswtdchwere 
&pmm in #e m a 4 ~  lmah&. Even into the eatty 
parldthioenturyUw~wasroderelopmentt~speak~f 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 8 n W m t e r P a r k  
; ~ B a m e s , ~ f r o m a ~ t r w s e s ~ a r ~ t h e r i v e r  
~ . " b u n d e r h w m m , a t ~ $ w m .  

the Pala 
d u d  h 

I 

watw had k m e  contaminated, In 1894 the w a m W o r  
the supply d royal venbn to landowners in lieu of rent 
were withdrawn. Ti118 had nd in !he form of 7wa fat 
budss md two fat b s  annually in lieu of rent for 
the water suppis. 

In 1896 the Duke of Cam- bought be three conduit 
houses, fwhs and pipes for €75 frwn the Commissioners 
of Works and Public Buiiings. Fdlmving an inquiry into who 
was adwlly using the water supply now that it was no bqer 
needed fw the Palace, the whde system was terminated in 
1900. Some of the pipes wre dug up but in many cases they 
were left, as w e  the conduit hwses. Of the three sriglnal 
hwsea, Galbws and hy CPndui w e ,  by 1991, h need of 
repair, but C o m b  Conduii, which Is two @nod buses and 
had been in a ruinous stale, was restor& in 1989 by Engllsh 
Heritage with a view to its being open to the public upon 
r-. It is expected that either tha Klqston kitage 
Wvb or the Kingston upwl Thames Archaedagii Sodety 
wilt hold the keys to the site. In 1970 spring water from 
Coombe Conduit was still M n g  in$ a settling tank at a 
rala of twenly gabs p hwr and from there psssed info 
a nearby surface drain. All three conduits are now in @ate 
grounds bemm~ Road and Coombe Lane West, 
justoutddethe bount)ariesof the swthem part of 
CoMnbeW~GolfCourse. 

The lnilmce of Man Priory 

Merton Priory has already been mentioned In connectiMl 
with the grant d a iease of land at Grapelingham. Before 
Refwmation, the priory had consideraMe influence over the- 
areas of land R owned in Kingston, In 1537, s M y  before its 
disolut[on, Medon Priory gave a lease to W l H i i  Saunders 
of theSvoodandundeMEoodcalled &&mgh!+#witha 
hedgerow ... in cxKlsideration of the sum of f 10 fw the term of 
~ x y ~ ~ ; h e w a s a l b s v e d t o w l , ~ ~ , ~ a n d c a n y  
awayalliheafomaid~andundemPodgwtoftlwsaM 
wood and w, so that they@ felled in seasMlaWe time 
of the year. And prPnded lhat he should b e  M n g  and 
growing thirty %andW u p  ewy we of the wmd and 
make a sufficient hedge abwt ihe same fw the presetvation 
and safeguad d the yowlg coppp and spmu themop. 
(Gmboqh Hyll was later died G m e b t y  Hill and 
Gosbury Hill, and the preaent day Causeway Cope at 
Cbsington Nwth is on the slope of the hill.) 7Re lease 
showsthehighstandardrnanded~rnPrSwyb 
managing thek woodla~Is, the aim king to maintain 
a steady wrm of Wld&@ W sf different 
ages from the same wood. 



U n f i l t t w ~ o f t h e r a i ~ a n d t h e ~  
s ~ ~ , m a s t o f K i t @ o n w a s s s s e n t i a l t y a n a g r b  
c u l h r t a l ~ , ~ l ~ i ~ # ~ l t i s ~  
lhatmmons,otherpwstureWandhay~,rathw 
t h a n a m & l e ~ , p r & m l W o n l h e h e a v y d a y ~  
t h a t c w e r m u c h o f t b ~ h . M h e ' s ~ l A s e M p o f  
~ ~ ~ ~ i n 1 ~ , ~ ~ ~ n l y t h a t  
p a l l Q f ~ m d * m c g n $ e , ~ t h a t ~ b n d  
w a s M i o I h e ~ r ~ m ~ t h a T t r a r h e s .  
T b B a n k s O f h r i v e r w e r e d o l h e d i n ~ ~ ~  
r n w r 9 u s e d i n ~ M ~ .  

A b u g h  Ihe hmpW impmared a few main roads in 
the rnUm@tmh century, many bcal r& in I& Kingston 
~ v v e r e n a f ~ y m u d d y t t r P d s o m e w w ~ ~  
in 1805a8 belngasbadbadmmeofthe m m t i ~ i b i s  
aM vninhahl ws of I r & W  (BAaMm Im). 

T b  few selthwnts other than tnn@on &&If were 
no larger than small Malden w p k d  a hill of 
London CIay lsvartaoWng the'mst-lmkof the HqmlI River, 
ChessIngton ws wen smaller, standlw on a hll of l i g b  
gravel soils near the Bomgale S t r m  in lhe swth. W 
stood on a crossmads on Ihe baEhdmd R d ,  at a sptjng 
source of tb Totworth B m k l  a@n Wy an a Wised 
patch of gmvd. The ordy dher Wkment was a I h  of 
M e s  and smathotdlngs stmggling across Klngston 
Common and g r a d  with tke nanw of Tdwarth. 

The p)ctuf0 d the old town centre on hs compact site, 
surmunWby Norbiton and S u m  Comm with Kingston, 
Chwington and W n  Rushett COmmons further south, 
and RW and small, isolated villages, remained largely 
unaltered until tke first half of ihe nineteenth century. T M  
theadmure Adsmedtoalterthelandscapeandthe 
coming of the Wap also set undernay an inmrsbk 
trend. 

tand at Won and S U M  Cornmans was first albtted 
for development in 1838 by the Inchre CMnmissionefs, 
andin 1834 an Adforbuildihg araihrray between Lwrdon 
and Swthampton m&d the Royal Assent. Local c d h  
hI(mgston,coupledwiththecoachi~MerestsrrndLard 
Cottenham, cnmer of much of tlw land t M w m  Mi- & 
WimMedqn, obpcbd to Ihe radway funning through the tawn, 
andsoitwasforcedtopasss~netwo#~tothesauth; 
a m a p e n e d i n  1838atwhatwasthencalledm 
Nw T O W  w, from 1841, "Khphnm-Railwf. this was 
s u m  renamed S U M .  After 1838 Sum and 
~Commonswrediv idedupfwdevekpment ,~  
farmed area to the north of Sum station being developed 

from that year by Thomas Pwley, a mahter. Several of his 
buildings survive, particularly In Claremont, Maple and Victoria 
Roetds, and thw form the focus of present day Surbiton. The 
Rne houses and gwd rail service attracted w&hy commuters 
and earned Sorbin the dtb of "Queen of the Subuhs', 
a name that was also amched to EaBng some years later, 
In 1 855 SurMton became a separate local authority and 
continued to expand rapidly with handsome !erraces 
and villas, ampanled by churches, 

In 1846 a statla was opened at New Matden, which 
was to the north of the existing village of Makn,  the latter 
henceforth being known as Old Makien. Pevelopment around 
the statbn soon followed. No other stattons opened on the 
main line until Berrylands in 1933, maps from early this 
century h l n g  the area around here as farmland. 

In the nineteenth century Kingston Itself did not h m e  
a commuters' suburb and managed to preserve its idem, 
partly ham it was limikd to the norlh by Ham C o m m  
and Richmond Park, and to the east by the wooded dopes of 
W b e  Hill and Kingston Hill. The main reason, though, was 
because there was no railway nearer than Surbbn, and the 
inhabrtants soon started damouring for a direct line to the 
town, The raihvay finally came to Kingston in 1863 in the 
hrm of a branch line by the rather roundabout route from 
Twidcenham b a terminus on !he north side of lhe town centre. 
Continued grumbling at Um la& of a direct route to London led 
to the continualion in 1869 of this line to join the main line at 
New W n .  Also in 1 Wt a railway from Raynes Park to 
Epsom was built, along w h i  was Worcester Park slation 
in the east of the pment Borough. Them was, however, 
very little devebpment nsar this line until well into this 
century. 

* 

~ural  views of vlaorian ~ingston 

A ~ m o f t h e m n r d a l ~ a t t h e T m s w g i r e n b y t h e  
Vicar of Maldm, M n g  in 1850. The roads were in a very 
rough oonsltion and very hi. Bemg on stiff day they required 
a god shoulder to keep them fogether and so were - 
insteed of convex. There were no pathways, and there was 
plenty of water lying in the ditches. As regards water supply, 
there were no AIs in the pansh, with the exoeption of the 
w d l ~ h R R e c t M y , ~ i n f m r d a y s t h r ~ g h t h e ~  
some326feettothechalk.Genemlwatersupplywas 
prowMbytherain,andfmmpondshquentedby 
cows and d a b .  The fie& were small and surrounded 
by elm trees.' 

Some thirty years Wt Richard Jeff- in hi bodr 
~ m N e a r ~ g i w a v i v i d p i c t u m o f l i f e i n ~  I 

countryside surounding his hwse in Ewll Road, Surbiton. ' 

H e d e s c r l b e a o w l s a n d w o o d ~ G a l h n g f r o m ~  
botwgh Park; kingfishers and Ma- haunting the damp 







3 Kingston's wildlife habl 

Most wildiife habitat within the Borough is concentrated 
mnd fhe rivers and streams, or else lies within the Green 
&It on Kir@on1s d m  tip. Major exceptions to this are 
ik golf courses and R i  Park in the northem part 

In 1984)85 the Greater LMldon Council commissioned 
&g LQndOn Wildlife Trust to undertake a widlife habitat survey 
d the whole of London. In Kingston. a total of 45 sites were 
h imented  in detail (me 3). A breakdm of the area 
cawed by the W M e  Habitat Survey into M habitat 
a@om is g k n  in figure 4. 

s w  aut Umpb this, grass- 
&, p W y  hundreds Bf years 
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tats 

OneofUm~kasbeen~forywm,wh i ls t theo ther  
h a s h a d a h a y a + o p r g m o v e d a n ~ , b o t h t t w e ~  
~ n g I r r s h e a t s O f r n l d ~ , b u t t h e ~ ~  
m e n t r e g i m e s h a w p d m d v e t y c f i f f e r e n t ~ . ~  
s p m b k h  grasstands are found in Iha grazed ad 
u n k e m p t f i e l d * t o h n m t t r o f t h e ~ -  
siteatTdwadhandbesideMllHarse.fheseflelds 
dsocMltainvretter~witharn~ofdamp 
g r a s s W d M ~ .  

Further north (and downmam) from here ttw rivet turn 
s h a r p l y ~ ~ , a d m ~ s ~ h i i ~ e t h e  
bendmahatinyp#chof OtdWCmmon,romrerty 
grsgslandm~,thrwghtawf-itumhlnto 
scrub. Norlh of W MaMn Cw3Prrron cafibebmdh main 
part of the Wrnill Valley, a large of neutral p s i a n d  
forming a dbhn of open land, a Musing &I# W, 
extendrig to lhe main nlbay tim at bnylab, Much of 
t M s ~ ~ h a s b e e n i m p m e d m d ~ t o ~  
~ c h e s , b u t b e s i Q t h e t i v e r e ~ ~ i s ~ b y t h e  
Borough as Public Open Spaw. Tbir fawight in using a 
mMy of mlng regima is resultlq in the dmbpimt 
of htanically-rich -, some of M s@ed to 
the favourable hfluem of fhd@ 

Branching swth-west from h Hogsmill Valley is the 
R a e b w n O p e n S p m w h i i ~ ~ t h e T d w o r l h B r o o k ,  
and cmhk of both knprrwed and semCimproved g r a s W .  
Elwhm In the Bm@, val& neubal grassland is 
representedonthebanksoftheEshefeypass,in_wmughs 
ofthe~alden~olf~ourse,andinparlcswlw&nwing 
regimes have been r&& in pk=, as at Manor Park 

Althwghchatkisabsentfrunthegedogyofthe 
~ , o n e c h a l k ~ c o m m u n n y d o e s e x t s t , a l  
s e e t h i W e H s ~ n r o i r s . f l e r e ~ s k p i n g ~ n ~ b a n k s  
w e r e ~ c o n s t n r d e d f r o m a ~ l i c h ~ w ~ ,  
w l w e k i d r ~ w a s ~ t o ~ t h e ~ ~ ~  
~t f iebMshasmlmidteddr j ,cha lkEandcond~.  
llwresuhmgsward is abtazeofCdOUrinW 
summer. 

Addicpbslandmlwtoncehavebeenwidespredon 
the mmJ but onty a few remnants suwIve, the largest 
mas him in Richmond Patk and on Coombra Hill Gdi 
Wm,h*bofhhonthG Wgrmf3oftheHlgh.leVel 
T e r n  In autumn, this typeof grassland takes on a cham- 
m ~ ~ b i n g e d u e h t h e f e s o u e s , b e n t g r a s s ~  
S h g B P s ~ H d l i C h a m t h 8 m a j w ~ o f t h e s w a r d .  
~ 1 a n d ~ l n t a d f r a g m e n f s o f a c W ~ a t a o o c w r  



on Winey Hill, where past ploughing has reduced the swards 
diversity, and at the Malden and Coornbe W c d  Gdf Courses, 
which lie on the less acidic River Terrace Gravels. 

Heathland 

C m h  HH ill! Cwrse ah contains some of tfie 
~ e x t s ~ a r e a s o f  MandintheLondMlareaBoth 
heather and bl kathw prodm purple patches alongside 
the faimys, whilst perm& mowing b p s  the tea W i n g s  
dorm. In the past lhe heath would have been more extenshe 
and trees would have h prevented from colonising 
by grazing pressure. 

Kingston is parbwlarly well &&wed wiXh dd hs~wows.  
These M i  of a ru d way ot life are concenmted 
i n t h e s d m q u  5mugh, withbl the Grm Belt, 
but excellent examples mn bebud in the urban areas fu-r 
~ , s u c h a s ~ p f T o f w M f h ~ u T f F ~ a n d r a d h w  
owgrown rsmtrank along Ihe Hogmill Valley and 
Raeburn Opn S p m ,  

Hedgerc3~ls mpmd of a varidy of qwb dl produoe 
an aasortmnt of W r i ~  and nactar throughout Bhe yea: vital 
~ o f ~ a n d s h e l t e r f o r b i t S s , i n s e c t s a n d s m a l l ~ .  
A survMng nehvor)r of @edch Mgmw, em if the 
e ~ ~ a r e ~ , i s a n e ~ l e n t ~ f o r  
wMlifeinitsavvnQhtmdonewhichisckappdngin 
B M n  at an alarming rate. In 1947 aerial phbs maled 
the existtrncaof w 500,000 mil= of he@s in Britain. 
3y t 974,140,000 miles of these had been grubbed up 
(Mire Cmwwcy Coursdl1984). U g m l  measure 
am mdd b p s m e  those remaining. 

Gemw, the Inme Hl'oody 8pBd86 composing the hedge 
thedderitis,hemtkeoWesthedgestendtobethekestfor 
e . A r u l e d h m b W f o r d a t i n g a m i s t o w A k  
aknga30mstretchandtaccruntfienuWofww 
~ ~ F w ~ ~ e s ~ o u n t e d , a d d 1 o O y e a r s  
tofindbw*TRisisdmrsewapproMatebutshould 
mndiy&tinguishancient h e d p  from pasf sndosurehl 
(late f8thto wty 19th century) o m ,  as the latter- to 
be plantad with h a w d m ~ l y .  This meffiod, dmb@ by 
Dr tbprand ~ C B  m M  H-s Rub dqm& an 
~ a l ~ . ~ w m o f f w l ~ n ~ o f w o d a d  
remaining after d w k ~ ~ h a d  &HI made to amb fields. 
T f r e s p w l e s p m m t m f ! & e d ~ m i x e d ~ o f t h e  
o W w w d l m d . I n ~ t i m e s , w h e m a n w h e d g e w a s ~ ,  
itw~thecustMntouseaWrangeofqmiesthaninmote 
recent periodP. Anally, wWew i tso@i  a W r e s  
new species with time, d m  s&s are h q h t  in by.wind and 

animals. Hedges planted after 1700 and at the time of the 
endmure Acts tend to contain only one b three and rarely 
fwr woody qmks per 30 metres whilst older h e w ,  
often dating IW to medieval times or before, bnd 
to have five or more e e s .  

Using Hooper's Rule, many of the hedges In the ~orough'@~l 
I1 

Green 3eil and at Tohvorth Court Farm are very old Indeed. 
F M  maple, a spmi~  found In some of Kingston's hedges, 
is rsot a good coroniser and was rarely planted, hence Is very 
seldom found in r m n t  hedges. Hazel, found In some h m  
in Tohrth, is even less able to colonise and is rarely found 
in hedges of *-Tudor age. Further evidence of antiquity 
of the Tolworth  he@^ lies in the pmsenw, In several places, 
of coppiced trees, In this case hazel and ash. Along the 
Hogmill Valley, the old hedges, arranged at right angles to 
the river, are still visible. TfKlse newest M a h  are dose 
tml wpaai~ng m s t r i p  fields W i  ensured access 
to the river for each owner. Oakdominated hdgmw 
alternate with elmdominated ones here, sllggestfng 
that the original fie& w m  subdivided at a Gter 
date. i 

Movement of people, gads and livestock ma& the 
existence of a network of tracks and drwe roads necessary 

I 
frwn the dies t  times, pariiwlariy those leading to Kingston 
and its famous market. In the pasl they consistd of an 
unsurfaced trad! of variable WWI, e m  eithm si& by. 4 

hedges. Most of these tracks have now ban  transformed w' p !  
tarmac Into our presentday roads, but some fragments still , 
remain in a relatively little-changed  late. The best exampla % 
ape Green h near Hook and the bridleway leading north . . 
info Chessington Wwd. The lane horn the muUm $4 i 

Kingston to Malden Rushett mw lies under L e a t h e w  I 

Road (the A243), but Its wide borders still remain as 
M e t t  Common, mrw covered in trees but originally 
rwgk grazing for liimtodc Mq d r h  to market. 

4 

Y 
Woodlad 1 
After grass and parkland, woodland is the best represented I 
habitat in the Bwough. Oesplte h g  almost wm~lrrded by A 

*wtth 
, and 

C#Wng$n Woad, which covers six hectares. The remahip 
w o o d s a r e ~ b t t m t h r m ~ i n a ? e a a n d  I '  

are offgn in the thn of mrmstrips sunounded by 
other h a m  or by built-up e. 

Accordha to the evMwJrarn dd m a s ,  here is vew 

in the north of the Borough In st@s of& roughs on - 
Hill Golf Course, In GombedBXd twWmsew - .  

- . w?- 'l 

12 







MY 3 .  I .:. ,,; - b-75 ' r-.J :CT. I ,  
, I  

-&  - '  
5 '  ,ui &&.9;1..,rx k-----r; $A-L .-I -d1.4.1 2-7::  ., , *i.,J la- 

- h e ~ n s  eq u! pemw e m  ,wi!qy ~aylo, pm punold e q  ' a w ~ s  'pmpmi3 panoldtu! 'plre* ~p  lo^ .w~yl 
m+ q epnpul lou seop delm Bu!uun~ .qgnO~g aqt lo  WE e3eFns plq eq lo WrquwA a MA@ m sealv 
h ~ n ~  UBUWH e#IIPIIM 910 W l  fiulJn~ ~ 3 A m n s  
w e y l  uodn uowBu1~ ui slwqey lo 1 ~ 0 ~ 3  p wnou 

rn 

981- sic 
I 

'sm!qeq le!gsaJlal 
J!ayl lo! Alu!eu papalas seys u! papnpu! ale y6noroa ay i  u! 
swaisAs JaA!J Jay10 ayl 10 Sued ' U O p U O ~  JalEaJE) U! JaA!J ayl 
j0 yl6ual aloyM ayl6uole say3ia~ls Imnlrau 6u!ys1u1lu!p p u ~  
Ma! ayi 40 auo 'aJiua3 UMOI ayl lo yuou san!njns uo!ge~a6an 

ap!syuEq Ielnleu lo y16ual uoys E Inq 'alalauo3 u! pel3 MOU s! 
y u ~ q  Jan!J ayl lo ]sour 'Alaleunuojun ' 6  a~n6!j UI papnlw uaaq 

LOU sey saluey l  ayl lo ea~e aqk ' A a ~ n s  lel!qeH aj!lpl!M a41 
6u!~np I!elap u! paha~ns  IOU SBM 11 aau!S .y6no~ou ayi UI Apoq 

ralm ~ U ~ M O I ~  l s a 6 ~ ~ 1  ayl 'as~noa jo 's! saueyl JanfU a q l  

m n p a l  
lu0!3w s!y Anq q 'suleuei p e p  p e $ e l n w m  pua 

qpor6 P$EJ rpq 46nolyl 'seylua ay JBAO @lay  BAR^ 
s)@ sno~offin myl nw~6-~ee~s pwl pue e3~wpeej p 

SWOJ~ esuep eyl Aq peoy eq l l ! ~  urn 'pi0 =BOA OOL p u n o ~  
hqlssod 'ieow pp!s-aellll e yl 'sew1 eiryw!-!ures pue sqnlqs 

sylo pue utoyw~y lo 4 ~ 1 6  wuep e hq p-ys Alalenes 

y6noy)lv w e j  uno3 y u o ~ l o l  ap!saq pealsurJel lena!pau 
aql )P punq aq 01 s! puelpM 6u!n6!~1u! inq llelus v 

q q n d  aylol spunoq lo )no aJe s a p  
y loq asnwaq la!nb p u ~  axad an!lqaJ u! Ual ale hay! 

' S ~ J O M  a 6 e ~ a s  ayl )E SE :satueyl ayl ap!saq sJ!onjasaH 
sllaM 6u!ylaas lo asn poos ayeu IMO~PI!M .Jaitl!M UI 

. suo !~e i6 !~  ulunlne pue 6u!ids J!ay uo Gu!y!s!n sp~!q G U ! ~ E M  ay i  
~UOUE aJe s~adjdpues UOUlU03 pue uaa~6 al!yM 'luasa~d 

ale ad!us y3ef pue ad!us ' J ~ U ! M  UI ,a3uap!sa~ alqaJ!sap 
i? SyJOM a 6 ~ ~ a s  341 pU!j Inq UOpUOl U! 1SaU ~ ( \ ~ J E J  Q3!YM 

'syuEyspaJ pue s B u ! ~ d ~ (  apnpu! asayl 'isau pue paaj 01 
( 3 p ~ q  Aueu sperlle aj!] jo asuepunqe s!ql .sa)eJqauanu! pue 

ae6le 3 !d03~-0~3!~1 U! 43!~ L J ~ A  ale pue pnur hp lsoule 01 
y6n0~ql JalEM MOllEyS uado UOl j  ~ ~ U P J  SYJOM a 6 1 3 ~ a ~  ayl j0 

suoo6el a6pnls a y l  .sJ!onJasau sllaM Suiy~aas pue s y ~ o ~  
a 6 e ~ a s  Aalleh ll!1us60~ ayl a~t3 uo)s6u!y u! ( s~an !~  6ujldasxa) 

~ ~ l ! q s y  s ! ~ ~ n b ~  lo seaJe a6~el laylo Aluo a41 .p!lua~od 
uo!iehlasuo3 1 ~ 3 ~ 6  6u!neq se llaM se ade3spuel ayi 01 uo!yppe 
alqenlen e s! aye1 s y l  'q6noroa ayl u! uo!lela6an q3ns lo eaJe 

3n!suapa lsou aq) hlqeqo~d s! s~yl pue slueld puE[laM 40 a 6 u ~ r  
goo6 E 6u!lclnwn33e hlp!de~ ale syueq sir .sa!lluo6e~p pue 



Other Whab and wildlife ateas 

Althwghffte sit= listed indude the best wildlife habitats 
in the Borwgh, these are many other areas W make a 
signifhant d b u t i o n  to nature consewah Many of the 
larger gardens in areas such as Coombe HiU, for example, 
eontan pwk& of -and and other natural habitats. The 
stme is for many institutional grounds, W n g  places 
whm h&im we also of amenity and educational value. 
A ~ g o o d ~ ~ ~ i s t h e g ~ n d s o f M n g s t o n  
PdymhRiC, Kim Hill, which have been included as a 
site in Beu own right. Many schools in KingstMl haw M e d  
wlldlife g a r b  in their grounds (sw Chapter 5, EdmW 
Inif~tiv~s). AI~bmfs, when abandoned, also offer smp for 

l+ 

~ B f m ~ ~ r e ~ ~ . E v M t h e m o e t ~  
& t l s a n ~ ~ b v a b ~ ~ w i n t h e f ~ r m o f a  
* ~ , w u d - .  

w m Q f t t b a ~ e ~ * h t h e ~ h , o r t h o s e  
o P j t R p w ! b W H % W l i f e ~ W * ~ , ~ W ~ i n  
ww~br#manyathers-*-~tosports 
~ ~ p & ~ a n d ~ ~ ~ n l y d ~ -  
m w t f Q d ~ h @ d ~ ~ i r f ~ .  Emn h r ~ ~ ~ w t l l b e  
& m m M i f e @ u s , ~ l y W ~ a r e W r a ~  
Q ~ ~ ~ ~ - ~ ~ ~ ~ . W M P ~ O P ~ I ~ O ~ ~  
fhwpmSfiQW*pomtidfar-t-.m 
m W & r n ~ h r h - ~ 1 8 e r ~ r n a k e s ~ t ~  
m~vaMt@ttre d&t$ eye a6 well as emiraging 
~ W t k .  

EeDnWesusWyhavetobCeptneatandftdy, 
brrt tb p m t m  af numerous trees h.1~tdudy- 
magad make fR&m man aqvmlue to witdllfe. 
l&@m WmWy, W i  the -Ill Rivw, Iis an exampla 
of such a site in a mainly him am 

InbGmBsft int) lamthd~Bproogh,twMof 
Wdvety-tanWmtmbsen idWin~8tMafsIte~,  
a h @  even hereW Mg@s a n d M  bsundarles will 
supportawWemgeof~tsManW,mdthecrop 
Rgldsand g~ware~~tomalcerlFlPn~ 
of y e a r . T h e ~ W s d ~ M F a r m t n w l n t e r h o s t  
f l o d r s o f ~ , R ~ , a n d ~ n u ~ o f r e d u r i n g s  
andMldfaPtrs.TheBcc;aSioRalbamQIvl~alsa~seen 
in thi area: a sp& wiring rough p&uw land in whii  
tohunt Wlth?hepmtsrgrleuWsa~, i tk~ 
thattheremaybt,movestoWsomedthis~uutof 
~ & r a t ~ . S h o u W t h b ~ # l e ~ , t R e ~ i t y  
O f l a r g e ~ O f ~ w a u t d ~ ~ d e s l r a W e ~ t h i  
l a n d b e m a d e m a v a W e f o r ~ i e f ~ . G u c h l a n d  
use changes mid also haw a benefW.dfw+on ndw 
~~ h ~ G r e e n B e f t . k t ~ h f m t p & l h ~  
t r rnrersetheGreenB&InKwrgston~a~~of  
c o u n b y s i G J e a A d t k e y a t s o ~ ~ t o o r ~ m a n y  
~ ~ O f w i l d l s f e v a k r e ~ a s ~ W a o d , ~  
Am W d  and WMy H31. 



f the Boroug 

*,Quncil ol he Royal Borough of &in@& prom- 
, and int- in, Be natural envirarlmt i n . s a d  

Thesa are t h M  its mtes as the atdterw local 

organisations. The bwimnmentd ~ o - o r d i n ~ ,  
by the Bopwgh, l i  with misat ions withi the 

to dw emrimnment, for example 
dmg, and tree W r i g .  (See also 

A regular programme of 
C o u d  and commuw 

management 

of ke Borough's opan qxm. 
r wed years mw to imwm 

Mfe and make them me 
example, in Ute Hqsmill Rim 

PmkqwlmRaebumOpen Spw, a U ~ l a n d ~ t o ~  

~~~arenowleflunmown,ware~onlyon;ceor 

attradmanykmerRm,beesarrd& 
Lagaon, jus t to the~of f laebwn 

M eslaMished wffh.suW rnanqemnt, 
shWLwme a uetluabtewildlb site as well as an trttracttve 

r ~ & t o & i n ~ ~ q t r i e t  
,pesticides wdhrtili have aH h 
ha mmal parhi &tenam contract. 
b e I w h b f o & a r ~ ~ ~ a w ~  

~ W ~ f ~ ~ ~ r n f W l O f ~ a n d ~  
either hy mmd q w h n  
willbenoroutins $pmyiIlg 

in any of the Borough's stnd open spaes. 
~ b e g a n a ~ y e a r ~ i ~ a m m e  

larks, cowing twenty-nine 
I ChurcMields Recreation 

Grolrru& w h  it is hoped to meate a typd woodland (Ilke 
Wood) Inked by infmd hdgelines of native 

Council 

spies,  and at Latchmere kmahn Ground where it k 
~ t o ~ t h e v l s t y l e ~ ~ n g  
andfdlowthiswithachangehthemowirgregimetoalbw 
informal ~ t o p a r o u n d t h e ~ o f t h e s p o r t s  
pitches. 

~ebahthe~ lwschemdwhere theCwnc i l  
and community work @elher pbm m which mhanca 
h visual aepearm of fhe mghbwrmood, attract birds 
and help redm pallut'w~. bWnts  comma t h e m w h  
to acng ngr the bees. 

There am six nabre ?WW$S in Km@don: 
R i  Mbrb Bird M, HWI WOOd M u r e  
Resew, Hogmll W a d  W n  R m e ,  Edith G a h  
Abtmnb, Kingrhla Wum Commation Area and Moor 
h N a R J r e ~ t i w l h p l e S e f r n p a r t d ~ ~ ~  
KI.BII 2, K.BU 7, R.BI 2, tli.L5, Ki.U and Ki.015 wspdively). 
TheCpstthreemmana@underl icebythe~ 
WiWeTrak mmgemmttasksbeingcanSedMdby local 
vd~mteefs, whilst the MI three are managed by the 
Dirwhmte of Housing and Leisure Services, akl tqh 
malagmerit work at Edith Gardens Albttnenk is ah 
canied Qut by volunteers. Unfortunatdy none of the 
&~ktreserves~-. 

TbBorqhdsocontributestofheLww Mob 
&mV@de Idanagement Projed (m C W r  6 Flahwe 
~ l i o n ~ h n s i n ~ w h i c h l w l p s t o ~  
sites within the Green Belt for their consemlion valug as M I  
as fElcHifdtq their amenily use. 
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Planning and development control 

As !Muby planning auhrhy, h bra@ & r&+mMe 
rorprepariq~ent~.~*~pol~m 
~ f w t h e ~ m d m ~ b n d i ~ u d q  
m e a s u r e s f o r t h e ~ a n d i m p ~ o f t t v e p h p i c a l  
environment They also guide the Cauneil when considwing 
planning applications. 

ThepmmtKingstonTown~LocalPlanandthe 
R o y a l ~ h o f K i n @ o n u p ~ ~ P b w e r e  
adoptedin ApnllWanhlMay 1 W ~ a n d  both 
~ I H ~ b e ~ b y t h e U n t t a r y D e r r e b p m e n t P l a n  
(UDP), The UDP is a borough- plan M i  incorporates 
tsolhbmdstra~landuseandtransportpdiiand 
moreWkdW@f&mdproposals. 

m ~ ~ d ~ U D P l o r t h e B o r w g h ~  
minordungestottreembgypokIescantainedwttMnthe 







5 Educational initiatives 

Wlll I Thegmingintewtinm!qyand.relaledsubj&swer The BaPobigh's Y u M  and Community Wvb, which 

r e G e n t ~ , ~ w i t h h a a m r g l o b a l ~ ~  i s p a r t o f t h e D i ~ o f E d u c a t i o n , i s a l s o ~ s % p $ t o  
k M b ~ ~ n g i m p t w m h q ~ ~ e n ~ m e k  b n p s m ~ a t t f t e r ~ ~ a r o n g s t y o u n g ~  
t a ! ~ , b o t h w i t h l n U w s c h o a l ~ l u m ~ f o r l h e  InWMmugh, h 1990theyproduwdaywthwwkwr~b 
c o m m l m ~ e d ~ . A q ~ ( n ~ , f h 8 ~ l  lumfar~guidanceofthefrymthwMkwg, IfoJinessix 
Emugh of Kim has a rwponW1'i to m r e  that s&j~~!  amas to be #W, ane of whioh b @he d r o m e n i " .  
thereq-forwngthis- h&mk m n g  an this area of the mdculum, they hav@ p r u  
a% met. a We! whi& suggests ways in w h i i  ywlh wkm an 

Ttw Camdl employs an Environmental -, Intwestywrngpeaple I n th i i t qk  andmatbadiwA3pstw 
b @ w w l t h a n a d & n t u 6 f h a W b b r x r s t ~ ~  ms&g d a @#a@ of m* headline and @ctuw1 
a n d a i d I B h W ~ w i m i h I t h e ~ U i T Q . A ~ I I W  i ~ ~ p ~ d [ s a r s s ~ ~ , ~ ~ s 9 i n g t o n  
o f ~ ' f 5 ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ @  youth and~unrnuntty bntre has been s h b d  with several 

'Wd1- .~a~~tim~andm~gam,withan 
Qlwbm-. 

FB~ &Its d all ages, lhgslu~ Addl and Cwtliiwing 
E ~ ~ ~ a ~ v a t M y o f d a y , & n g  

L D ( W ' ~ a ~ f O l ~ ~ M * O h T r w F u n d ~ n d o r p n s a d l ~  d m m h o u p m h w i n ~ w  
~ ~ n s ,  a n d m r r s ~ ~ f m e ~  
~ T h i e ~ ~ ~ ~ w i l h t I ~ ~ n g s  

bird watching, conw*, and mbgy. 
In dmk, the new Wmd Cuwiwlum stresses 

inWrgwdmtogetin touchwlthtbsewlsrhitlgtoplant d w w o f e n ~ m e n t a l ~ ~ a r n e a n s o f c 8 ~  
tr6eselsewhEIlgktheBorwgh. wt wm-cdah vrtorlr (lem linking w r a l  

R B a i s s n m g o i r g p o s b r ~ r m w w  ~ ) t ~ o t l 8 1 8 p e a A r e c e n t H M l ~ r q m r t ,  
Y o u n c l p a a e ~ t h i * a Q w r t - ~ ~ ~ ~ - -  ~ ~ ~ ~ 5 f b 1 & ~ ~ ~ s u *  
a h J t I l 0 t u m e o n s e m , ~ . d m ~  
~ b e s t ~ ~ a n B ~ b r o l r g h g u t t h e  

ofi&tiv& in this Ws ;all le&. Otfier mnt&i  

m m .  ~r~the-indudefhe &&&~@Idel88R(Of 

T h e B o r w g h A l a u n t s ~ ~ e x h ~ ~ ~ ,  o n e d m m W s ~ ,  mwd by the Natlonsl 

~ f 0 r t h ~ N a t i o ~ ~ I W ~ ~  C w t i w h  C o u ~ ,  and the L m  E&gy unws qwl 
. inh(q.  m - d m  

andmone'FostheEovi~m-m~in aW&M- 
[swales 1w@)& ~ ~ ~ . f b e s e , ~ w i t h s n u m b e r o P ~ ~  

~&ibi t f6ns,m&m~a#9thewat  w Atkast33gercentdprbnaty,20percentofmondary, 

E l w O n m a i l t ~ a n d ~ - ~ w t R e ~ ,  . & m o f t h e k w ~ 1 r % r y S c h O O l s i n I k & ~ M t h e h  

Indudtng sdmk, SAmfhs, leiwe miammunity centres, o ~ n ~ ~ r r v i t h i n t f i e s d w p l g ~ ~ o r a r e h t h e  

~ o f b s a n d ~ p m i s s s . ~ w h ~  p r c ~ s e s 9 o f ~ t h e m ~ ~ ~ r n a n Y a d v ~  
~ i ~ , ~ C o a r ~ ~ c P m r t l u r r i t y a c t o s n ,  in hAng suGh areas w8hln scbb. The tmqMtl cmb 
a n d e r r ~ o u r q p ~ b ~ i n M u r e ~  s i n d ~ p o b l ~ m s M k W n g c h i ~ ~  

~ s e G f i w r s o f ~ ~ ~ ~ & m a l a i ~  ~ e u e m & d . b k ~ ~ f b ~ ; M s m  
a-W&rminW&&t#e&m@,In1981 k m ~ i n t h e 0 ~ d b a d e ~ a n d w o r k c a n  
t h e m ~ H o r b ; c u l h r r a l S ~ ( * ~ O f w ~  Lrefittedmore~t$wlthinsch&M tmdnw.Lonpm 
smd*mI3k-~mhmm& fq@megbmn mwewilybw-mied out, andmhre 
~ f l r s t ~ ~ ~ a £ h m y e a r r o l l i n g ~ B f t r e e ~  t ~ ~ b y u n ~ w ~ % s u ~  
at29btBthrwghwtltm Borough.AtfwrdW ~ ~ , a n a k t r e a m e a n M a v w y ~ u a b l e  
krcatbs,namePj C h u ~ a n d L a t c h m e r e ~  amttoa8dtOPt. 
G t o l r r l d a , d ~ A v e n ~ a N f k r l b r i d g e A ~ Q p s n  Haw81, i t i s i ~ t o r ~ t h e l i m t t a l i o r w r d ~  
@EM, hbplannWhvotm.w-Infiee nature am. fhgbr mqulre a conslderaMs m u t t o f  u d a r ~ a y  
~ $ w r a g e m ~ ~ b t s e o f t t a e s $ s , f w ~  itlpltfrom~;mdror~,menthe~~~ 
@ u & . A f u r W h e & ~ ~ f o r I m p t a m l ~ t w ~  m a i n l y ~ ~ b y a s i q k M ~ ~ ~ , m d  sites 
& m h & M r e d a s ~ ~ M ~ .  mpfslll In?oneglectifthispiwsonmorrrrstoanotfierschod, 



. ~ t 1 8 h n e s i t e s W t U  

~~vw~-wdesigned 
ofroughpwrn'weeds'tlmd 

WSl Matthew's Church of England Primerry. 
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All wld n#d tu be given advance notice of a ptanned 
visit. Several very differmt examples of Kingston schools 
with nature areas are descrikd kh. 

There is one very unusual gaden, whi i  does not 
really fti into any mbgmy. An award wlnning private gaklen 
(Kiqplon in B h m  competition) has ken created without 
tb UM of chemicals and pesticides, and is totally organic. 
Kingston's Environmental Coordinator l iaW with the m e r  
(Mrs Pat Coopsr) to open the garden to the puMi and as 
a school resource. 

Emrapb of school mtum am& 
i n t b R o y a l  Boroughof Kingston 

W W  tQu~ew Sdml 
fairfieklwKlmmslpnh- 
Thiimdl n u s s e r y W f @ W t o B w r  yearolds has 
dereOoped two mall JwWsof @ants benefidal fMwadlife, 
whichareat rightangtesbeachothr. Inhcclmerof'ttae 
~ a n g h i s a ~ p a t c h o f r q h g r a s s ~ ~  
chihnhavedugasmallpwld. 

ThhepwahamoursfmpandyeIlwrv@hmst~ 
h~m~m~sudlspeciesas~loves,Welsh 
p o p p i e f f p g c ~ a n d b u d d l e i a A M d ~ ~ s  
has s e l f - ~ & ~ I .  fhwe are also $bWmbs, phtm, and 
chenieskBtha~tcw,WittKv~laveto 
~ a t l d e a t  

T h e s c h o o l r e c e l v e d a ~ I m f b ~ s S d e n c e  
U n i l w & h w f i i U w y ~ s r r t a l f W & m e s h ~ .  
Ai I&rplantsandmakWtta \ rebeen~.  

' I h e h ~ d t h e ~ ~ t h a t a s t h e ~ M l d r ~  
8 n l y s l a y f o r t h m e ~ u n ~ , s h e I ~ t o ~ ~ m  
s m d l c a m p l 0 t % ~ ~ ~ w i t h t h e n a t a r r e ~ t o  
c a n y w r t , f w ~ p 3 a r r t m g b u l b s , o r ~ n g ~ ~  
t o c o l l e c t o W b g s . l l ~ n ~ ~ l t  projqctphmlistb 
build a stone pie. 

~ ~ a r e a i s u w y ~ ~ i t 8 f r ~ t e d ~  
nrm intmsting fauna. Blue tik and l h w h ~  have nesM, 
~ ~ W t o f e d , a n d a p a i r o f ~ ~ s f n a  
damp ptkh near a leaky &inpipe. 

~ d d e r ~ ~ n ~ a ~ ~ l s s e t b e  
s i t e ~ a ~ w t h m & , ~ h a s n o t ~ a p r o b l e m ,  
~ b e c a u s e t h o ~ m i $ 8 a ~ l a n d ~ .  

B u c k l m d w w  
mmmd R a ,  Year-bw, Clres$lngtm 
BuddamtI~~amlybuittBdrool,baWInmma 
ofopenlandwt&h~~unt i lqu i te~ ,Wb 
~ ~ ~ i n b y ~ ~ A n d d , ~  
hedgerow cmw tha s c b l  sib. It Wns oak, wsh, elm, 
hawthom,~ ,hEtz@l ,~ rmse,e lder~bramb le .  



I >.;t-. ' 

I , hand by the W e n .  
b&raghtint'Amburhr 

_ .  . . 



cons 
ston 

. In 
r o f  

:W in W ~ ~ ~ n e d  With 

c a r r j l n a a r t ~ b n ~ m h f a o ~ s  
a n d ~ y s g o i m ~ ~ ~ b t t r e u w n b y i i .  
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ i ~ r n l h l t i a t a d o n  
Rtrshett Farm 9nd C W  Hi ;md aRd woodland 
mmgmntwwkktwntlndertalreninSixtyAcre 
w, 

I n t h e ~ ~ w , t h m S e c o n d W o r W W e r r  
p N l ~ h r n ~ ~ b y h U A C M P i n p O k t & .  
~ m n ~ m j w e j m ~ ~ a o ~ m ~ ~ ~ n a w n ~  
Rh-dAbMMd-dthe 
m p t & m b Q & ~ h @ ~ t ~ W ~ d . A # i w b  
~wakl 'nt t refbm8wll~~Rd 
~ t r z l s ~ ~ ~ m e n t $ P . ~ ~ 4 k  
k e m b s w a f u l l s u ~ d t h ~ h ~ ~ ~ ~  
ofthe Bonrugh, as wall yiw&emW&wrbiFr~~tlll, 
W P i r d P W ~ W ~ ~ ~ ~ W  
~ T h e p r o l e d i s ~ ~ t o I ~ ~ W ~ i t g '  
inw--andm-m@M 
~fw-lllEork~*frsrtnw 
~PffenWprkmthem*~~ 
WF* 

r n ~ ~ g r a u p , t h e L O n d m ~ H ~  
~ , h a s b e e n ~ I n t h e ~ i n ~ n g L  
IMUd h ~ 4 a n d i s ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ n g ~  
d M u h ) b n ~ f m o t h s ' & ~ W ~ L Q n q a n .  
Tho W n  WPWA ~ ~ & k & , ~ + a  rango of 
p u ~ I L ~ R g I f i ~ € i h q  & R W W ?  
L o n ; d w l m ~ ~ ~  ~~ 
gmw of ~ d m ~ r r r & ( ~ w ~ J U v ~  
Burton 1983, Plant 1Mq. 



Part Two 

7 Deciding which sites 
are important 

fhe W&s leadhg to the selection of sites described 
~~~woncri ter iawt l inedln EcdogyHandmk3 
W n  Canmath  G u W h  f o r m  (Greater M n  
W l l ~ ~ ~ ~ k t h e ~ W d  
M ~ m ~ l o r ~ ~ ( ~  
E* Urih lW]. sites have been gded into Mdmphm, 
B w o u g h ~ W ~ 9 n d t h e k l o o a t i o n s a m ~ i n ~ m  
7 I n s i i b W ~ ~ ( M r e ~ I n f w m ~ o n 8 i t e  
~u~~ rnayh~from ttwtondon Ecology Unit). 
In addition Green Conidors are tnqp8d in figure 6. 

Sltes of Metropolitan Importance 

Sies of Metropolin Importance for nature conservation 
are those sites which contain d-te best examples of London's 
habitats, sites which contain rare specres, rare assemblages 
of species, imporhnt populations of species, or which are 
of particular significance within large areas of otherwise 
heavily built-up London. 

They have the highest priority for protection. The 
identification and protection of Metropolitan sites is necessary, 
not only to support a signficant proportion of London's wildlife, 
but also to provide opportunities for people to have contact 
with the natural environment. 

Kingston contains all or part of six Metropolitan sites. 
Coombe Hill Golf Course is the only sit0 completely within 
the Borough boundaries, and supports ancient W I a n d  and 
heatbland. The majority of Sixty Acre Wood, another h l a n d  
of unusual species-richness, lies within the Borough. Only 
fragments of the remaining four sites, n d y  Richmond Park, 
Wimbledon Common, Ham Lands and the River Thames, 
lie in Kingston. 

In the text, Metropolitan sites are identified by Ihe prefix M, 
followed by a nu-r taken from a list of sites identified over 
the whole of the Greater L d o n  area. Sites of Metropliin 
Importance are not therefore numbered mew l i ve l y  within 
the Borough. 

Sltes of Borough Importance 

These are sites which are important in a Borough perspective; 
damage to these sites would mean a signficant loss to the 
&rough. hrough sites are divided, on the basis of their 
quality, into two grades, but it must b strassed that they are 
all important on a Borough-wide view. In Kingston nine sites 





- of B o r o u g h G r ; s d e I ~ ~ k n ~ a n d f o u t t e e n  
c'! of B q h  Grade II m. 
I - S h  of Importance are kkntMd by a Ki. (for 

?. K i W n )  and 0 Ifw -1 m, followed by their grade 
{tar I I ) ,andttren~nu~takenfrwnal istof~forthe 

r; Bmugh. 

ASiteofLocalImpar$nceismwhichIsormaybeof 
parlicuhr value to warby midan$ or s c b k  T h e  sites 
may alrezdy be used by &t& for nature study or run by 

~ m ~ e o m m ~ m a i n l y c o m p o s e d o f l o c a l  
'mm- 

. Local sites are parliarlady important in areas otherwise 
)ddWnl in tw&y wlldllfe sites. Built-up areas more than one 
' M ~ f r o m a n ~ ~ C t a n o r ~ h s i t e a r e  
;definedasAreasof~,Localsitesarechomasthe 

4 deficiency. Where no such sltea 
b l d  be taken to provide tRem 

by ~ a ~ ~ ~ c r ~ ,  by negodatlng access 
and mmgment @greemb, or by dim! acquisition. 

Two m* Arm of & f l c h q  4avs been identified In 
V - m  e forms a broad swathe across the 

L 
n W m  end of the BMwgh. SWng In the we%t at Nohiton, 

, . iMr*mbbMldsn, tumlng suuth at tha Bopoqh 
I huWy to JWda Motspur Pwk The d large Area - 
I ~ f h ~ ~ d W ~ H ~ k R ~ a d t o t h n o r t h . w e ~ t ~ f  
I - 
I .W&n#torn W W d e s c o u l d b e f w n d t o ~ t h e s e  

8sreaasand#amr&f~awmfarhabitatcreation 
" eh~uldbapkmty. 
I ' Nim~s-ItestravetmnldentiffedinKingsbn. 

Green are mWdy cmimm ams of open 
space Wing throughthe hitl envhmeni which may link 
~ t o ~ o t h e r a n d $ t h e ~ B g l t T h e y o f t e n ~  
o f * a y - a n d ~ , r o e # l s i d e ~ , d ,  

plants to pmdW further into the built-up area than wwld 
~ h t b m e a n d p r w l d e a n e x t m s i m t o t h a  
habitaEsofthasiteswM they join. 

Green Corridors in K i  (mre 6) wnstiMg a netwMk 
~ M s t h e ~ o f t i w B o r w g h w i t h t h e e x t m i v e a r e a s  
o f ~ ~ W m t h e s o u t h , ~ ~ i r n p o r t a n t c o t r i d o r  
~ f h e ~ a n d ~ l l r e l l e y s f r w n t h e G r e e n  
Belt north and then wtxl to link with the Thames in Kingston 
m~~anotherwid$CMlidor~ndsnorlhalongthe 
w & m  edge of the Bwougfi to Long D i i .  Awlher corridor 
fu t ther~~ther lhmesfarhtocerr t ra l~ndon.This ,  
ad lhin addm along the British Rail tlm In the Borough, 
link with Richmond P;ufr& ~ m ~ C o m m o n ~ h  
&or kuge open spm in dw northwt ot the Botwgh. 
Thw~linkscontirwektrth~inlotheLmdon 
Boroughsofl?MmW,MeftonandWn. 

Areas of lard in B m  CMdm should be manw 
i n a w y t h a t k ~ w t t h w i W I W c r . W ' ~ ! h w  
areaswhlkh are OW& Wre w n s m  dtw kt& in this 
h ~ , U t h T s i s m ~ w i t h t h e i r ~ f u ~ d  
agriculture,, meaW or dxir open qam. Cmwrsiwl fo bard 
surf9m m u  didjscaumgeri, and wtKmmAre8 such 
as ra'm and rmds wtmass€he mnMwI pmislon 
s t w u M b e ~ t o ~ h ~ ~ ~ w i W l f e  
etnd pedwlans. 

Sltes In nelghboufing Boroughs 
and In Sumy 

Sltes within the Royal Boro~lgh of Kim are of value to 
people in neighring boroughs. In turn, as slwwn in figure 7 
inside the bad! cover, and as l i  on pa@ 82, there are 
severalshinthea@mntareasofneig~,6ngLondon 
boroughs and in the County of Slarey whi i  are important 
to Kingston. 

An indexof allthesibs in KingstMldewWinthis 
handbodc is given on page 92, Wng the M i  back cwer. 



Sites of Metropolitan Importance 

The River Tharnes T h e d m a f a q e ~ c a n b e ~ f o r c a k e d e c o r a t i n g  
and Islands whiM in m ~ s l  the h m h k  water dropvo~ is deadly 

paisom. Grpsy-wort, water mint and resbgrass are 
Length In Kingston 4.4 kms 
See map on page 28 

d d i i l  damp-loving plants to be fwnd on the wetter areas. 
Thawdadbuildings totheeastoftheriveraremad 

Thames forms 4.4 kibmetres of the Borough from it in pam by mered trees W i n g  crack willow 

and, since this stretch Is upstream of Teddington and alder. 
Dwn-strm from Lower Ham Road, towards Tddmgton 

plant communities, waterfowl, freshwater ftsh Weir, the bank is stwpr, trees became me phhful ,  with 

tes. Atthough much of the Tharnes-stde in sjrcarnw and ash as additional species, and the matic 

hib-up, podrets of riverside vegetation still plant8 f i e  hrjply replaced by grasses and WM MIS often 

wme interesting species can he found m o c i W  wlth drg or disturbed ground, such as wall barley, 
banw b r m ,  lopgrass, mth-stalked meadowgrass, 

of Kingston iS situated dose to the first common v&h and common mllow. M W - s w e a t  and 

across the Tharnes upstream from the ma. yelb flag are mampte of the we damgloving piants found 
b e .  k t h e  path dram near to Hm Lands (sib M83) and 
the boundary wM Rimond upon T h m ,  the grassy the Bmns under CasrveBaunm. The river 
patches beside the river W n  more crow garlic, togather 
wifh 0th~ grassland sp&s Including barten fescue, sheep's 
swrel, twadow vehhting and fescues. Tall, M n t a  spikes 

interesling bankside wg&tiMl is downstream of purple Iomwife rn be sm in plces at the waWs 

At Canbury Gardm, a fairfy 1 Mmal rhrerslde park, a 

the water is an intermittent strip of lush MY edge SuppMts ~~ figwort, ~~PSY-WO~?,  /mad- 

ion, one to three m e m  wide. Plants have leamddmkandctrmmonskul~,aswell asthe@ddga&t 
escape such as lemon balm and alkanet. Aquatic banbide 

facing. Several of dim sped=, such as vegetationpersistserrenhthecentreoftCZngst~1onmJ 

flag, marsh woundwort, greed water b&lesamMlg the boaiya&, whreadd[tion?l sp&s 
i n c l ~ a m p h b k w ~ a n d , ~ t h e w a t e r , h o n a e d  
pndweed. The latter is a p h i  of rWiW drstdbuiion 
in the London area. 

Most af the remaining shoreline in Kingston m i s t s  of 
andmetall w r 6 c a l w m - ~ ~ w a l I s b u t , 8 ~ ~ n M , ~  wilbw-M, with their carmine flawers, 

supput a few tdeFant aquatic plants such as gipspwMt and 
" r ~ s u c i l a ! 3 ~ a f l d ~ p e e u h v o r t . A l o ~  
Queen's Promenade Um are extensire beds of yellow water- 
I b  b u t t h e y ~ f k w e r ~ . T h e W s e @ e n l o n g t h e  
Promenadeshowsmorei~ngphntsthanonewwrkl 
at first w. Common skullap, orange balsam, corn salrad 
and wild day, the latter two of M i  are rare natives in 
Ldm,can befoundbyttHlsewilliqtosearch. 

T h e h v o i s b n d s , o r a & i n K i ~ a r e ~ w v m d  
with buildings amdated with boating, and tb only vegetah consists of trees, induding crad! witlows, and managed grass- 

land. In bygMledays these used bgrowh 
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Magmmt shwld aim to maintain existing aquatlc llw is public access to much of the river, but a gap 
wgetdim and, wherever possible, enhance the pmibiliies exists in the walkway in centrai KinaBfOn. Access is wajtable 
for lb estabtishment of more vegetation, which provides across the river beside Hampton Court Park upstream of 
e w M l  cwer and food far the flsh and some of the waier- 
fowl. Use of wWl6srsalong W fiver's edg should 
be reviewed and swd if at dl possible. 

M82 Richmond Park 
G M t d  TQ195710 
Area 950 ha (45 ha in Kingston) 
See map on page 33 

Only the southernmost tip of Richmond Park lies within 
the Borough, driving a triangular wedge over the hundary. 
The vegetation of this triangle is typical of much of the 
unenclosed parkland found in the Borough o! Richmond upon 
Thames, consisting of acid grassland with open oak wmciland 
and a small pond. The following description covers the area 
within Kingston's boundaries. Fw a full description of the 
whole park see Nature Conservahn in Richmond upon 
Thames, a later handbook in this series, 

Richmond Park was enclosed by K i q  Charles I in 1637 
as a hunting park for his private use - bitterly but futilely 
opposed by the landowners. Much of the area wanted by the 
king consisted of waste ground, commons and some Crown 
lands, but nearly half belonged to local people, and when they 
rehrsd to sell, the king ordered work to start on the buildiw 
of the endosure wall as a strong hint of his intention to 
have his own way. 

At the time of the enclosure, the park was known to 
contain some 1500 deer. In fact, deer grazed the site long 
before Henry Vlll spent many an hour hunting there. Grazim 
has been the land use here for centuries and continues to 
the present day. Now, b f h  red and fallow deer can be seen 
wandering in herds through the grasslands and woods. In 1970 
there were 600 deer, 350 fallow and 250 red. Red deer are 
native to northern and western Britain and are the largest h l y  
wild animals to be found across most 01 central and western 
Europe. Their coats are a reddish&own c o h r ,  h m i n g  
paler towards the belly. Falow deer are sightly smaller and 
were originally native to woodlands of the Wirranean.  
They were reputedly introduced to this country by the Romans, 
but archaeoicgical evidence suggests a later introductron in the 
Norman Period. Fallow deer have been selected for attractive 

- -  .- . . . . 

while. The n m a l  form, however, hk a bright &esbt mat ' 
wtihwhltespots insummer, W-toaWgrej.brarm 
In winter. These beautiful animals are normally shy and easily 
disturbed, but during the d n g  seas~l hey can be danger- 
ous. Hence, when W n g  Richmond Park, the deer should 
b admired at a distance, to cause as littie disturbance as 
possible. 

At the beginning of the 19th century a great many 
domestic animals were kept in the park. In 1806, for example, 
400 sheep, 300 lambs and 89 cattle and oxen roamed the 
wdland and grassy spaces. 

Gallows Hill, approached from belaw by tha A308 
(Kingston Hill), earned its name because the gallows stood 
for m e  years between the high road and Richmond Park 
wall, after baimg moved from Its original site in 
Surbiton. 

k me anCs by the Kingston Gate, t h i  belts of wood- 
M liming the d l s  stretch diagonally to left and right, whilst 
swht ahad closelycropped acid grassland tines the slops, 
undulating up to ttre hilltop. A spur of woodland, beginning at 
the swth-east boundary, clothes the ndge northwards to 
Thatched Hwse Ladge. 

During the summer, the vast areas of acid grassland 
turn a r e d d i r p b  hue with the delicate flowers of common 
tmtgrass and b i n .  These are joined by red fescue, sheep's 
sorrel and mmon sorbbill. On the Wm southern slopes, 
many ant hills can be seen, and on hot summer dap 
grasshqm chimp and leap in all directions as you 
approach, landing silently, onb, to leap again with y ow r 
next Wall. 

Nestling in a bltow d these g m a w m d  dcps lies 
Gallows Pond, roughly circular in shape, I& shaW wte~ 
r e d i n g  a muddy Mom bemath, The wter'sedge is 
fringed wtlh hard and bhted rushes inters- with trams 
of f to i~rass,  star-wwt a d  hammer sedge. The water itself is 
poorly cdonlsed with a faw sbands of NuWs pndwed, but 
water boatmen, pond snails and the occasiMlal pond skater 
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just byond the reah of the tallest deer. 
U.& the cool shade of the oak-cbminated woodland, 

along the eastern bunday of this section oi the park, is a 
Uw w d a d  spur. Ws series of drainage chanmls which contain several water-loving 

many of them of a wnmM age, plants. The wettsst parts of theeechannds slapport starwrt, 
flote-grass and @leaved water-c~owfmt. The latter has tiny, 

fine dd tmsarewll white, cup-like !hers with a yellow centre and is m a rare 
plant In London due to the loss of its habitat, In sligMly drier 
areas, large Nercres and hard rush are common, while the 
steep hnks  ptwde ideal conditions for cam of mosses 
and leafy live&. Cradts and crannies in the banks provide 
foothdds for male fern and broad buckler-fem md the odd 
d i n g  of oak, beech and holy -the steepness of ttw 
banks provldrg me necessary shelter to keep grazing 

acidgrasdandspecies The size and variety of habitats in Rlchmond Park leads to 
m, heath rush, a varied bird fauna that includes rural species such as fie 

,txmmltwmentiland partridge, cuckoo, IMe owl, tree plpit and redstart, many of 
which breed here at Cheir ctosest locitt'in to oentral London. 

R i d  Park is a Royal Park, managed by the 
of trees have been QepWent  of the Environment. There is unr&cted access 

to fie -or lying within Kingston during daylight hours, via 
Kirtgston Gate or &dderstile Gate. English Mature has mdy I 

designated much of the park as a Site of S p e d  Scientific I 

Interest, the only wch site in KingstMI. I 

. -* 

t o ~ s o u t h + a s t . F w a f u l l ~ o # H m ~ s w ~  

Qklref fQf74713 
handbookinthi~ontheBwwghofRimorwlupon 

80 ha ( 4 9  ha in Kingston) Thrames. 
A b q t h e r i v e r s i d e o f t h e ~ ~ i % a m w o f  

a l d e r t r e e s , w l w e ~ a n d r ~ l s c a n a f f g n b e m  
f ~ m g i n w i n W . l h e ~ o f t h e W r r c e c a s O ~ b y  
m m o n  aptk plants (see dea@W d W1, The Tkm), 

a few bushes and trees, 



LEU / Meg Game 
An lmpresslve old oak near 1 Ga11ows Pond in Richmond Park 

Gallows Pond in Richmond 
Park, seen in late summer 

1 EU I M e g  Game 

Heather borders some of the LEU I Jeff Edwards 
fairways on Coombe Hill Golf Course 
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1 WhMedonCommon h a w t t w m b u s h . W d t h e s p l d e r ~ ~ c a n b  

GtUW TQ216717 
seen here, nearthem of g w e s  w lwhmous veptation, 

41 5 ha (4.9 ha in Kirrgston) 
The female d this largeI grey-and-farm spider her 
cocopntu l lof~Intwjawswl t i l the~ingsareabMlt  
to hatch. 6b # ~ n  aNaW it to the q & h n ,  spins a.siUwn 
t e n t a v e r f i d ~ g u a r d u n t i l k m t s h ~ .  

w d l a n d ~ l c h c o v e r s t h e ~ e r l d o f t h ~ s s l t e i s  
w &ma in @ a m  that It Is ahxl impenetrable, The ma1n 
~fiereare@unarlab~younghombeam,hawthom 
a n d m  ah. 'lh junglelike u n d m h y  is a tangle of My, 
ivyandelder ,belw~c~w~andnet l lessbuggle 
fw light. k hapent inMW#s of the M l a n d  floor and 

The sides of the h e r b y  Brook are reveted dtR m a t e  
-Mdspiders'-ahd ~ h k & c m a m g m t h e ~ ~ ~ m e  

m E J o t i & a f i t s ~ ~ W l m b l e d o n ~ m ~ l l I b t h e # a r  
fWmVBldllhYI1vrg ~ O f ~ p M d h ~ l h B ~ ~ . h 1 1 8  

~ m r k r n - m h  ~ h n ~ f 0 W o n ~ ~ t ~ o b ~ ~ ~ ~  ' 
W y a n d M a m - m m b e l a w t h e  

m&qrwridlng a niche fw ~ , s ~ ~ y ~ ~ w y c h e l m ~ .  
~ m r t h e b r o o k 1 t h s n o r Z n d ~ ~ g i v e  
accesstothemainpadofWimbWw~mm. 

~ i s - a ~ l y ~ m w h i e k i 4 E r a p i d ~  PkFjlngRelds~tb~bMwholeslter. In the 
~ ~ r e . I n n m m e r , # r m ~ n ~ m ~  ~ j u s t a ~ n s t f i ~ d ~ W ~ ~ ~ m ~  

a n d ~ b r p n n r s m b e s s e n 8 ' r t t i ~ ~  b r o o k . T h i i ~ i s m u d r t h s s m e ~ l $ h t I ~ d a d I n t h e  
S S S l o n I h e ~ ~ a f t h e ~ m s i s t i ~ r n d n l y b f &  

~ p t e t e n e d ~ ~ d w m m ~ m  a n d M r c h . I t ~ s a u l h u a r d s f r w o v s r a ~ o i o h R  
I w W , ~ s r u e , W W , ~  upwithCaambeWood~Bll7). ft Ispshk$makewpe!~ 
l&rherrb.Theinain~Inttrisaceak w a y W ~ ~ ~ d ~ k R a ! M y p a t h a l c q  

t b ~ l W ' o f @ W m b e m u e h m o r r r e a s i l y h b d  
, b y h ~ ~ , s c r u b  wthwmkbbmkWPad&tdtfilsmakesapleaslantwak 
w i & r n 5 F r e # l ~ o f t a l l  T h e r e i S a n a l t P e r ~ W t ) l e ~ ~ w h e n  

C o o m t r e W Q O S I i s ~ .  
Al ldthe~~ofRobinI .FoodlawIwMkrnostof  

~ 0 f k c a l p e o p l e . m i s ~ ~ ~ t o ~  
lhe u n p l e a a n t ~ ~ ~  Ha& wMesit6. 
~ m s s t h e ~  







There Is a Mriy d b m e  wmdland MUM, including and attached to tree trunks. The grwnd braris-much less 
mlers,dlthrsespedesofnood0edcers,andmal*. diverse than that in SExty Acre Weod, hut does Indude 3 
~bundA backs of & dew i n d i i  a 4 popdation of this lady-fern, w d  sedge, hairy wwdnwh and mmman violet, 
q w i ~  is present, hares i n M  ttre woodland, and there are a! in local abundam* andgrwler quantities d slender 
M&ddmwfromthisaear#irantrecordsM false-bnrme, Wnl tmmad budder-fern and soft rush. 
nearby areas of Surrey; aB mammals are now very rare Althwgh not of MetmpMm Imrhm in i$ own nght, 

~ k W d ~ m k e a ~ e x t e n s i o n o f t h e ~  
purple ha&& and whb admlr& W latter pretrj W and wmdW m, and is t h e d m  induded &In this site. 
wMte spc& is at present largely reAricM in the LMldon T h e ~ m d o f J ~ W & o v v n d b y t h e ~ r o u g h ,  ' 

area to norhem Surrey and pads of Mthkhire, but m d t h e h M d e C a u n a y g i d e ~ m e n t P r o j e d h a s  
ism-itstange. 

I 
Jubllee Wood 

&awn management p&& I+ the wildlife 
andamenity*. 

Jubilee Wood, which adpln Sixty Acre Wodd to the east, Although bh@r&& paint is w, trampling and the 
is also induded In th site. It was dantad in 1887 to corn- conskuction of lmnches, shkades aMI lodrds is wsing . . . . . . . . . . - r - - -  - -  m s r o r a $ t h e ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ Q u e e n v ~ , a n d ~ n o r e  seriwdamag81ohsdh,Raraandfau~ofthk~erhrl 

' 

dwhtyaplantatiwr, RknawdividedintoIwoblodrs, dm. Populatiwls of some of the rarest plank are 1 

~ a d b y a n e l W i d i y ~ s $ t i o n .  Itlies thmkd.Anotherttueatisapropogaltobuilda@~ 
J 

an a level area d olaj sdls. nearby, ruming dose to the astern edge and possibly 

% @ n c i p a l w ~ \ ~ ~ o o d a r e b k c h , p e d ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ k  ~ t h e c w n e r . H M d w e b u i l t , h ~  I 
o a k ~ & , b r R l a r g e S p e d ~ a r e ~ ; f i ~ ~ , ~ t  f r w n t r a f f i c ~ m @ ~ ~ * .  
wllbw, wych dm and h d  mr In teSw nuinks.  Heneath B o t h s ' ~ A c r ~ W ~ a n d t h e ~ e n d o f ~ l e e  
the wwpy is a dgnse, irnpytrable ttrW of hwllwh, W d a m ~ a t e l y o w n e d , ~ n o ~ a c c e s s . B o t h t ~ s  

-P b r a W a n d r ~ a n d ~ F s a b u W M o n t h e g r w n d  wh91fyMhin h Green Belt. 
t 

I 
I 
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English name Letin name 

Uncommon plants and ancient woodland lndkator specles 
fuund In Slxty Acre Wood 

Many-headed woodrush 
m b e d s t F a w  
Midland hawthorn 

Narrow buckler-fern carthusha * 
S m y S r n d l k  * 
~ y r u s m ~  * Coniopocaumw* 

P n ' m u & ~  * 
E p i p a d ' s M l m  * 
Veronica Ragged robin Lychnh ;Rmamd 
Rils~us acul~W * Red currant R b s  W m  * 

mew Carexrwnota * 
sanb&ewqpaea* 

Wssylvesirrs * Sessile oak Quercus pbaa * 
Smalt-leaved lime fib cwdala * 

Or& m u l a  * SpJamstmmd St John'swt m r n ~ t r a p h w u r n  
SWeEtbriar fFosalt&@m 

Acer- * Sweetwoodrufl Ga&~m&mhnn * 
R o s a d *  

Three-nerved sandwort MoehrniaMwW * 
Trailing St John's wort 

Pnmus srhm * l ~ r n n o t  
R m t x u b s  a u n ' m s  * Tutsan 

&mwala 

V a l ~ ~ R l s  
Eprpactispurpur& * 

PdysMwrn aw/eatum * Wood anemcrne ~ n e m o r o g a  * ~~~ * waod groundsel Ss#leciosyfvatrws 
wm M e h m *  

c a r e x ~ - m  Wood - c € ! r e x s y h w  * 
Swtda&** Woodspeedwell vemimmt~tana * 
Ranurn& #amW wood SWrP m a m y g d a k l c l e s *  

Wych elm U k n u s m  * 
Y e l b  pimpemel Lphwchhnermwwn* 

Records are from surveys in 1987 by John w, in 1987 
byOavidStubbs,andinl983bytheLondon~Unit. 
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