


A s t f w ~ $ e t l b a n d t l ' l e ~ b e g m t o d r y a u t ,  
Roating&Bafaludgeappearand~edoni&infhe 
sum by annual plants, Muding a and mar& yellow- 
c r e s s ~ T h e s e ~ c a n b e ~ b y b i r d s B v c h a s s t a r l ~  
~ ~ a n d f i n c h e s , ~ c o m d t o f ~ o n s e g c l s  
M on tho Mna files w t i i  swam aver the wet mudL 

In thefinalsh~esofdryrngup, a m c h r w m t o f  
s\u&p cows nwt of a lagm, tqpthef wtth residual shallow 
poolsd~W. Dqmding m&e timi~ofM,the,ducQ8 
m a y ~ 3 ~ b e r e o r ~ ~ ~ ~ d b y a n n u a l  
aeedqwks.AtthlsdageIhelagppnsbegoftlg1- 
f w n e s t m g w a d e n s U G h ~ ~ ~ n g s m d ~ , M r a m  
brwding OW In Landon. The redshank Is rndrtly'a COSM 
~ n g b i r d i n ~  EngImiandtMiistheon~kmwn 
~ W ~ h W ~ .  I n w l n W h ~ ~  
are fq@edbydt~enaidsn~pand~accasional~ 
snipe, d a  wide vw d athw W n g  bin&, hdudhg 
Ww, green ~Mpers - 
flurhgthewlpttermonthsItrawohb&udss 

hmaregmt h a i r y ~ l t ~ ~ - h & ~ ~ ,  w&hgmwWdi 
w t l n t o t h e ~ ~ ~ d ~ g ~ f M . m t a n d ~  
b u n t i ~ , t h e a x m e r ~ w l t t r e ~ ~  
a ! g a a ~ n g f n i f # w a t e r , f h i s ~ R ~ I n m  
areamfor - - ,wwHh 
the &pmt KinagmwW, In th Local PM. &art from 
~ ~ t t i ~ & a s ~ ~ , ~ i s ~ ~  
t o ~ i ~ o C F n a l o p e n ~ I r r ~ a ~ w d k .  
lw!agwn c a u l d t l g r e t d ~ i n t h i s ~ b n t  as it 
w p k a ~ d ~ . t h e ~ ~ n e e d  
r e g r a c r n g a n d h ~ a q u a t i c ~ ~ h a ~ t o  
k i ~ ~ W f i i C h R ~ ~ ~ k i b ~ & a  
~ l l y ~ ~ l m i p o n d w l t h ~ ~ l f o r  
educatOOnal 

~ ~ q i s m r r i e d w t r ~ t a r l y a t h e m a g e ~ .  
ThefmpttanceofthsoiteforrnigrantbtFdsbsbn bythe 
mdofrwer15,,800rvoad~RjEagswthmm+wtg 
in 1989. %arm migrants i M e  riw d and lrvaod 
warbfef, 

ThiisedionoftheHogsm1lRhrerWM~fm 
t h e W g e a l e t ~ ~ ~ R o a d a s w ~ a s k o r n ~ ~ e r y  
on ttre narth bank. Them are, bwmr,  as WM u& 
thatsite~t( i .L4),Onplafwplaces-~Uw~can be 
~ ~ t e d . V ~ a ~ l ~ ~ ~ f F f t h e o t h e r s i d e  
andthesewqpwahrsareab Wmtfed. 

T l w s l e w g e W B k 8 i ~ ~ ~ k ~ u s e b y ~  
Water. be cause oft!^^ heralth ~ e n d l h e d a q m o f d g e p  
w a t e f W ~ e , M 8 i s r o ~ - t o I h a s i t & W  
f m n h ~ g l l ~ f m L m r ~ ~ n e a n d f r o m  
I(itlgmCemgtery,hm*Me~b~ 
~ i s f r o r n ~ e u p ~ a t ~ ~ ~ .  

K1.W 2 HQgsmlll Valley 
QlidM TQ2114671 
Area 32ha 

The Hgggrnill Vaby fwms B long &ban of open kind 
pmeWngdwpintotherGlilt-rrpareasInWnorlhoflhe 

MW-I mibay Nne in fhe north, is !he md signiffcant 
am forwiihinterest.Thk Gmwofttre ElllMdgeand 
~ ~ S p a c a s a m t ~ M a l d e n ~ r v a h  
Area",~whhmareaofcerun~ldebtt.le~d 
O l d ~ , M ~ o f b i s ~ I o w n e d b y ~ B o r o u ~  
a n d m a n W a s a n i M t l l n e a r @ , b u t m ~ o i ~ e ~  
b a n I r i s u s e d & p l a ~ ~ f i & a n d ~ w e e ~ ~ f r o m  

site. Habmr4psmd here include wodm, MUM 
g d a M f , a l l w i a l R o o d ~ a o d r i v e r i n a m ~ ~  
A $mall bkxk of m d h n d  ps! fo the rorlh af th$ Kingston 
B y - p a q  called Hogmill W W m  Rww, Is 
by the LWan MIdllfeTrust, undsrr agraementwithth~ 
Brwollgh. 

Maps of the ninemnth century show the Hogmll , 
ValkyasapatchvP~of~ , !hsedoseto ther l rs r~  
meadPwsmd pasbsre whim a r W  Relds lily frrrther awy, 
presumably out of reach of flooding. 

Intheearlypafsdthenineteenthmbry~were 
no b man wdve gu-r mills W the H q m Y  R 
within the parish d W&n,  emmtmtd aspeerially 
M W  &wh. At one o'dodt In the ming of 2nd 
1742, one of these powder mMs 
v v h i c h ~ e d 4 8 h I s d g u  
~ ~ s u n o u n d S n g ~ a n d I h e W i n d o w s ~ f ~ c k u r c h ,  
4 0 0 ~ a w a y , r r e r e s h a ~ , ~ e ~ w a s ~ r d  
inLotld~landfor20kibmtrtresamndln tBS4twoofh 
milts ~ r t o f h e ~ a ~ M e w u p ( ~ a k C h a p E e r 2 ,  
Thehr$borybeMndtfaeW). 

f h e ~ 1 l I s a ~ ~ ~ d m ~ o f i t s w a t e r  

t o h ~ w i d e a n d M w a ~ M ~ b e d h a r a t h e r  
steepsidld whkh Ls m p n a l l y  In 
~ ~ t b f l o o d ~ i I q f i ~ T h l s s i t e ~ ~ p s t r ~  
oftbla Hagsmiil vatley Sewage Works and mttfdnswat~d 
remn&quahty,whWsuppwtsaW 
TAreeaphred-m~ewabu 
minnowsandstoneka&,bodkspedesdlimWgd 

grawlhBOfhr-d, dwWms, -7 WaW 
~ w a t e r I l g w 6 t r t . Q r m ~ o f ~ ~  
NWS pondvveesl trail in W war. HWm, where 8~ 
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plant up to Mu meb'es high, with translucent, sumlent stems, 
provides a wlwrful display of pink fbm here in summer. 
hother name for this plant is "touchmot"  since its fruit 

b them as rnissites in m d t  bW. Unfortunately, police- 

&a highly invasive weed, 6frgmailylrom the Himalayas, W i  Hogmill Wml Wen Muded w#hh Wdte tMur!#aiq 
h spread rapidly along our rivers and knds to smottreithe t h q ~ e Q H ~ b y F e m a i n s o f 4 h e d d ~ m d  
natire fiverside plants. It appears to have arrived in the ~ ~ a ~ ~ f o r ~ .  Tall- 
Hogmill Valley a@ 1974. 

Most of the mttey flwr is covered by grassland with 
a mmk of different management rqimes. At the not#&m 
mi of the site, immediatdy south of the Waterloo to Suhiton 
r a i h y  line, is an am of unmanaged grassland, mttered with 

Symwes titre abundant at he maam a! tlPe wm$ 
P M w d ,  d d s  and burdock. ~ ' n g t h e ~ r h k ~ ~ w & ~ ~ o r a r . ~  

Heading south up !he valley, one walks through the ~ . h r y c o y e f s r r m c h o  
Wand -rows d the remnants of what was, at Ihe 
mrn of the century, a large area of farmland bebeen Surbmn followed qulddy 
mi New Mdden. Thls g r m  strip has been saved from 

dafs   MI gudd wlks runby* L m h i  Wit& TI US^. 
is a mixture of dosdy-mown, brd ForWkonswsm&tfheTntst 

l h K i n B y + a s m t r e g o s a e d b y W n g a  
t$wldmtcZhd,mofw@gasshm 

recently been lmsformed from more dretchs an*~@em dBeb which b a n  
~ n ~ l t ~ b ~ ) r ~ ~ n g r s g k n e r s , ~ ~ t u r f  

who have reviewed their mowing regimes. Now b ~ r p U ! d p U b j l F ~ ~ ~ ~ f l ~ ~ g ~ a s d ~ W o w e r s .  

f o o d r m m ~ ~ T h a l f f e . & f ~ r m e t o o f  k@dm 
~ i n t h g ~ ~ i n d h W b y t h e ~ d d m ~  
~ k h h a w ~ u p k a m t h e r ~ o f ~ ~ W  
bywelm- 

A ~ m o f m % I d m s i v e ~ b ~  
a f ~ ~ ~ k w a y I n e . H e r e t h e ~ t u m s ~  . 
~~OMhWen,pas tanareao f sycamore ,&h-wnc l  

Thrwghwt this central section of the Hogsmilt Valley W M m m d h ? d . 7 h e g r ~ u n d ~ i ~ ~ a l h i d r ~  
d ~ ~ ~ a l l e n b u n k s m d b r a n c h a s m e r U w d . A ~ ,  
~ i n ~ n W t w h r b s t t r ~ t h e ~ p m d m g  

d i t h n s  for moms md l i .  
~ o f O f d ~ , ~ ~ l f i R R t a r ~ ~  

n a ~ t a ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ W , ~ ~ ~ ~ h  
w l a l t h o l l g h g m = a f ~ - w ~  
bobtainedfrom&he~Old~m<m* 







Othmise, no urgent management is rquired, exmpt 
m i o n a l  mowing w grazing of the bridleway to prevent 
scrub mmachment. The section through the woodland which 
has recendy been dug up cwkl be managed as a wcdland 
r!de, m w h g  the first metre either side of !he path in early 
September each year, the next metre strip outwards every 
lwo to three years and the remaining dg8 wry five to ten 
years. Thii would maintain its openness and allow the 
rlde to meage gradually into the woodland. 



swans. In wimr, it supprts a small but vatid population 
of ducks, coots, grebes and gulls. 

Adkhandoutfbfromthetakeprwideanaddticd 
wetland for wildlife. Typical sgecies to k found hen 
are oelery-leared wclswfoot, brooklime, pfsicaria, glpsy-wort, 
plnted rush, hard rush and scald pimpemel. At the end of the 
wtilow pipe a small, muddy basin has formed and in summer 
is an excellenl spot for W n g  the common darter dragonfly, 
as it darts above the w e t s  sutface hunting for its Insect prey. 
In late summer, the d b & d  male can b seen Aying in 

with the khahi-bodied female in thelr mating flight, 
hovering and then d i n g  to the water as each egg 
is laid. 

The lake is pmMy  owned and there Is no puMi access. 
A pubtic right of way dong the hill to the east 9nd north dm, 
howver, ahrd vim over the db. The fishlng rights are 
leased to !he Centr J hmialiin of London and Pmvlncial 
Angling Clutw. The bQbfflWi of this sib tallow bhe w d e n  
fence separating th Id@ aid its surrounds from the 
agricultural land, 

mats CmkHHI m l  
0--ma= 



anatty plantation in part but it has a god strustwe and 
some plant W e s  !ypM of ancient wdhd are prwnt 
Thecod,shady ~ u n d e r ~ ~ t o w h g  
m k ~ w s c o m e s a s a ~ ~ d u r m g t h e  h o t m y  
rkrysaf summer. I n t h o ~ ~ ~ t k g r e n  
~ y , M ~ ~ s o m e h a w t h o m , ~ ~ a a d ~  
maple form a shrub layer. Younlf ash and gem tees can be 
m m & t h e r e I . n t t n o m a h Y e s p e e i m e n s ~ ~ t t w  
~ 'suprsmacy.  N m  welhrvPmlra&sthreadthrough 
tha~,buthehveenthii~adenseundergrowthof 
~ , ~ i v y ~ h o n e y s u d r l e ~ a m o R g s t ~ .  
~ a n d I h e r e o n m e ~ f l w r b l u ~ c a n b e s a e n  
in @ig, follawed a liftle later by ~ o n r  Wey, r-ind dock, 
bush vet& and wood avens. Typal wWanU g r a w s  such 
asrmodmi~tal lbme, lnaodpaandwdmeli iare 
also wmmon features of Castle Hill's ground flora. 

WegeFaresofthe&8oorEtndthesi&s dthe 
~ d i t c h ~ i d e a l ~ f o r t ~ ~ n t  growthso! 

. grow em Wet@nwshionswhleothers 
le cape!. RlCn hunks and 
-?mmfood 

~hwW&foranabun$aWofimrt&mbs,~rwith 
fe%toons of fungi, Irtdudi~thostacdrd Wes of the 
many-zomm: 

A bbof trees exteMtq mdtwds, mlde the 
W-h boundarjr ad Chaqlm M Law, from the main 
block of &land of Castle Hill, has also bean indlrded as 
part of this d!e, 

To thewsto f themainwoPdlandarea~a f ive~  
s l o p e o n t o t h e a l ~ a l R O O d ~ n o f t h e ~ ~ , i s  
agrasslanrlsbipwhiiwparatesthesite'shwwcdedarsas. 
7 h i i s ~ d o r n i n a t e d b y t a l l o a t g m s a n d ~ W  
amangstothercommonwlWfIm~~.Hwew,Uwextentof 
the~ndisbeingreducedtapillybyanadrnmdng~ 
of W i  scrub which is forming an Impenehbb Wle 
0 4 ~ , ~ l n g b r a m b l e s t e m s , w i l d m b u s h e s ~  
hawthwnandoak@~InwhW,someafthegaung 
oaks am bare, Mile others keep their ~~ leaves 
as I they are reluctant to miinquish M r  autumn 
finery. 

Thewesfemmoststripofthiisva~slteisrtbout4Qme~ 
~ d i s s p h t i n ~ b y h B a n e s ~ a t e , G ~ m , w h i c h w i ~  
I w a y t h l w g h r & t i w l y ~ l l g r w o o d l ~ . m ~ i s  
~ d ~ a s h s l n d o a k , w l t h a d e n w ~ o f h E t z e l ,  
M ~ ~ ,  M W  hawthorn, elder and immature 
h d l y ~ . ~ ~ , W - 8 o b r ~ ~ ~ a n d i s  
beofwgewhin&ws. Elsewhwe, amttwiqofwood 
-8, && f&&-hiWt b a e l a n d i ~ , h & d l ,  
fernwd gmw m m n  tan k m M iy( and cow 
p&eykmttW  loi it he ground^. The land has 
b r n ~ k r t 0 ~ h w n m a c Q r s ~ q ~  
e ~ ~ h W p a s l , ~ b y s o m e t o b e a d a m  
a w s s t h e ~ a t e r ~ h r a ~ m l A .  

The &mgate S m  is here abaa tw metres wide 
and meandm thrwgh the dense wmdland in a down-cut 
channel with vertical day banks and a gravely hd. T h  wafef 
at thii @nt is cltrerr but there i9 little or no bank& or qmik 
vq@m kam of the heavy shading. To bhe swth the 
hwsgafe S m  forms the s h  of thai name, while lu the 
n&W shmflws betlath fitby Road andcontinues 
*-t bmm WthM banks, llned with OM, 
many-Wmn&, micad hazel trees, O m s h l  mature 
E ~ w k ! m w ~ a b m M ~ e ~ s a n d h a w t h o m s , ,  
whikt t?wsMy bad& bm!h are mmd by woodtand- 
W ~ C ~ a s v v o o d ~ , ~ & n d i n e ,  
m a l ~ ~ f m ,  s&&r fabbmm, red-veined dodr and 
woodM& 

The~sideofthisgreencarridor,whii iskmwvn 
= m @ w ~ , - p a s t ~ b a ~ h l a r d e n s  
of houses. Thegrass afltwopen spaceis mwn mgularlyand 
atr;adrWpeciplefromFitbyRoadlhmughtoMorwLarre, 
fdbwmga~neofpykmthe~way. A b q h t h e s t r m  
is heavily shaded for most af L length, some patches d wW 
p4nts manage W dng to the wWs w, indud!% fwl's 
w a h m w  and kooktime, the httw h r h g  tiny, amactive, 
c o b a l t - b l u e ~ .  

T h e ~ s i d e o f ~ ~ ~ c 8 i s n w c h  
m o r e l e a f y , a n d c o n s t a n t b i m l ~ ~ $ h ~ e n t  
of this part of tne site. Mature hawthorn 4 M a c k M  smb 
lines much of the western bank of the stream, artd m e  
ashe6 and oaks rise above. Sleep lead up to the badr 
gardem of tha houses In Thdgby Road. Many old trwlmk 
have Wn bftkrmM8lfdwn ~ 1 t h i s B i d e o f t h t t ~  
and the whole area makes an excelent bird m. No 
p r o p  path leads through here and so this part is mostly 
undisW by peopk and dogs. 

Further along on the w t e m  side are saw allotments, 
smd py d m  hawthorn smb. The third of the ahtmm 
chest to the stream has been uncultivated sim the mid 
t#Os #d C now Mi. This part mmdy has been f e d  
dl and designated by the Council as Moor Lane Nmre 

Am. There am a number of common grasses 
&wikifkwmto befound here. Someofihese, wchas 
WWl, b w  dandine, halty and bdmd-Mii are 
w o o d l a r d o ~ ~ d g e ~ a n d h a v e d e a d y  
~ f n # n ~ t e O p a n ~ . m i S n o ~  

to thedbbnm and no tmqeml  plan at present, 
althQlrghlhe Cwncil dointendtamonftwfubre natural 
dMBfm 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ g S r J 8 t e s m m r o r n t t l e  
bw* m smy, Mqj llofww& brstweecl Iw 
dive* improvedgmshl dry- and couch grass 
o n W K r n g s R a n s i d e d ~ ~ ~ o f b 1 , w i U o w a n d  
h ~ o n ~ S w r e y ~ . ~ k m d ~ c a n b e  
s e e n g r o w i n g h t h e # r m k ~ . I m ~ ~ M  
thestregmlkwsbww D&eR&andG&@Awit: 



in the Hogsmill Valley 



passes into the Tolworth Court Farm site (Ki.BI 7), although 
the first field encountergd after the transilion (a brge horse 
pasture) is still techniwlly pad of Bonesgate m. 

Animal life on the Castle Hill site indudes many birds, 
omongwhichare~andgmtspu@dwoodpeckers. 
The mixture of habitzrt types also provides suWe conditions 
for a wide range of tuMii, such as rrreadaw brawn, gate- 
m, spedded wood and Essex skipper. A tuck+ visitor to 
the site may even cafch a glimpse of w deer amongst lhe 
trees. 

The woodland of Castle Hill is ln$nsively used for ' 
walking, horse riding, and especially for cycling and motor- 
cycling. Unofficial tracks haw been laid out far the W two 
activities, involving construction of ramps and deslrudhn of 
parts of the ancient W h m k s .  These M e s  are deeuiy 
incompatlMe with the archaealogical and d o g d  interest 
of the site. Facilities for these pursuits should be provided 
at ofher, iess se&w open spaces in the CM. The Lower 
We Countryside Management Project has now produced 
management pmpA&r Castle Hill, aimlw to improve 
its amenity and Wlii value. 

To h thesoulh the woodland opensfin to a& farmland, 
while to the east lles Hotton Country Park in the DisW of 
Epsom and Ewell. There is free pubk access throughout and 
wenl p a b  cross the site, The notth-west corner, as well 
as Bonesgate Open Space, is owned by Kingston Borough 
Council, but the remainder has been based by the Borwgh 
from M m  College since August 1988. Castle Hi1 mark 
the mihemmost extent of the Green Belt in Kingston. 

me18 The Grapsome 
Grid ref TQ 1 70 636 
Atea 1.1 ha 

The Grapsome Is a small copse on the western edge of ttre 
Borough, immdiataly to tfte west of the Esher By-pass (A3). 
It lies on a gentle slope with Claygate Gravels at ?he top and 
London Clay towards the base. A small fragment of woodland 
and an ancient hedgerow on the oQposite side of the by-paas 
have dso been included in this site. 

BQth historical and botanical evidmce suggests that 
this rectangular Wodr of copprced, W l e a w d  woodland 
is of some antiquily. The Grapsome is beliied to be a medi- 
eval Manw site dating very mty from Mom the Nwman 
Conquest llw name itself may well be of Old Engbsh @in, 
cbbd from a n i d r m  ot the owner ~grap' mearring m. 
In medieval times these environs were called "Grapkngeham", 
but over the centuries His altered to %capham', fhen 'Grapson' 
and finally to The Grapswne". On the First Edition Ordnance 
Survey Map of 1865, fhe Grapsome is dearly m h d  as 
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~ b & w e r e u s e d t o k e e p ~ o u t o f ~  ~1.81 f Tolwurth Cowt Farm and 
~ * W ~ l d ~ ~ r e g r o w t h f r o m - t l y  Wdieval Matted Manor 
~ ~ & b . ~ I h B ~ d l t c h , t h e b a n k i s ~ W i n l  
 forma forma ma Wdmf TQIgB645 
~ p a r t o f m t h 9 u ~ o f t h e ~ e m p e l r t o f t h e  103ha(%halntGngston) 

W w ~ r c h a e d ~ g d  e c ~ ~ o g d  interest are 
T d  oak s?a&& wd mature kwthaw skade Ihe u&- 
&eywniw-Mb, hMm@,&,dm 

mixed on this a, whkh COIW&!S of a tieid sydm bemy 
l w M l ~ - d b y o l d ~ , m b k d r s  

~ ~ @ ~ a n d m w ~ m o f 8 d ~ m b  t ~ ~ ~ ~ , , a a ~ e a m ~ d t ~ w ~ m e r i n s a ~ a ~ ~  
l a s s e ~ ' s N e r a e ~ w h m * U M p t ~  m ~ .  m-piewofcauntiysicia resemw 
d r m O d m i l M , ~ w r t h ~ ~ ~ ~ , M ~ l ,  
~ ~ m b r a m k .  m e  the ~lral landscape of the pest, Wfs tem&d, 

A d ~ a n d b a n ( r ~ ~ 1 ~ 1 8 I 1 O F f h - ~ a l o n g t h e ~  f ~ ~ a n d  mechallWly~ one. 
N e a r ~ ~ ~ t i p o f t h e ~ i 8 w h a t a p p e a r s  

~ d r n y ~ f t ~ ~ ~ ~ l @ a t h ' d ~ f o ~ ~  ~ ~ a l a r g e , ~ ~ , b ~ ~ j s i n ~ ~ ~ l f i ~  
~ , w t w a r d s , ~ t f i e ~ a n d i n t o ~ -  

T h ~ ~ a d t D t h g n o r l h o f t h e ~ i s o f a  
ramaim of the mdwal mad tm&d. There was a 

~ n a t u m t o w o t t l l 0 s o u t h s i d e , ~ i t i s m  
~ a a d ~ l o p m e n t o d & ~ b e h v e e n a b o u t 1 2 0 0  ' 

~ ~ ~ W I n W m h o f g u e W e r m a n d b m m b l e b  
and 1 4 0 0 , n ~ r t y a M ~ ~ n d a y ~ .  AwidecMwasdug, 
WlY u-shapsd, W b  - a -1ar 

a ~ a n w h k h b ~ W t f w h w n e s t e a d o r m .  
Wehavewwnecbwastowimlrnlghfb~ndthere 

s h w r l d i t b ~ ~ h k n u r e . A s u w q o f t b e T ~  

i t s ~ I M m ~ C ~ t i [ l H I ~ t t . m  
~~hd,*e~,Mwandm u w & & & , f , @ ~ m ~ w f t h ~ ~  
ofthewoodland. Benealh*aqyspPawlsa ~ ~ ~ , h r s o h a l l s , s b c c h a m b e r s , ~ , ~ ,  

The remains of the moat, the only feature stfH M e ,  are 

e a r l y t h i s c a n t u r y & w a ~ m o a t , U w m ~ ~  
b e i i t o W ~ I # 8 $ ~ ~ W i s ( m t h e  

~ b e # l t ~ h ~ . ~ ~ ~ a i t R S S & ~  . 
~ b g r s a a f y ~ , ~ b y ~ b a c k ~ d  



n.. 
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T o t h e n o r t h d ~ ~ s i t e a r e t w o d a m p p ~ ,  
I l r ; t z e d b y c a t t l e a n d ~ m ~ g u p p o r t ~  
~ , c o r n m a n ~ ~ ~ u ~ t ~ p l a n t s ~  
E w w s , ~ B n d ~ A r o w Q f t a 8 w h i e e n r i l k w s ,  
~ a n d s p H t w i l h a g e , ~ ~ t h e t l o g s m l l l R i v e r a r r d  
eumrourrdWnerthenr&kd4wmtIntheWmW 
~ W , a m a l l m ~ ~ n r n s d o w n t o j o r n t h e  
Hogsmil. Ydlm Rag star- Wwh and & r y . W  
c r o w f o o t a r e r ~ t t w ~ ~ t q ~ w h k h ~ m ~  
t r rhwe .m~wconta iwashdawpndwhi i  
dtysoutinsummer,andwhichisMwithstardmd 
f m d " s w W w s R W k i a m ~ i n t h e s e W % a n d ~  

can mwima be heard Mmg. The lam 
almggt certainly mt h €ha wUlwvs. The W, imp!& 
pakhks are likely to suppart winter(ng snip?. 

TbwnWng, andmuch b ~ ~ s e c t h d h s i t e ,  
~ o f a s y s t e m d ~ a n d h ~ , e x l e n d s s w l h -  
w e s t ~ 1 t h e ~ s k i e 0 f K l r g s b n F l o a d .  Atthetimedb 
Fks tEd i l ionmSurvey  @of 1865hisa@awp@ 
of Tdwwth b u d  FaP&&a brildings d whkh lie beyond 
Toh&WBMge(besldehmaMmanor). 

O f f h e h w h r e ~ i ~ ~ n  h ~ b o u n d a r y ,  
h m d p w b c W m b ~ ~ e y ~ n ~ B o h b m  
~ . ~ ~ b a ~ ,  hwsgmdpwlureadlhe 
~ h e s b e e n ~ e d a s t g h a y ~ - B P t h m r i c h . i n  
~ ~ b u t ~ ~ r m h o f m a n a g e m e n t ~  
p d c d  dHwent communk In 1 8 6  the ptwntdajr 
~ ~ ~ o f ~ ~ b u t ~ w l m  
has dmged, in tern of f&d shape ad tfadnvays, 
pver the I& anemia quarter mWa. 

I 
AcrPssthasmhm thirdof the &ten#ls Cox Lane, tho 

i m c i a n t ~ o r ~ e ~ ~ n g f m m ~ t o R u * y  
t a n e . T h k t n c k b m d ~ b e ~ t a r m a c m d  
~ e ~ f o r ~ s e c a b n ~ n g t h e T ~ t l h f i e W s .  
E~ngtgLanefmframWwestllketalcingastep~In 
fim.T~giueswayto~milndrm~psthbgbveen 
M O w m n ~ I w S d e e n w g h h a -  
c a t O l d ~ e l m ~ ~ a ~ o f ~ ,  
n o w t h e s & o f ~ l t m s , w h i i s a e m t o h a v s ~  
W o f ~ d f w h e d g e s p d e s . ~ t h e ~ ~  
trunk and Wwgh the tangle of and neW, the 
f i e h j s i s ~ b p l b e y l b e g c E u l p W . F W d w v n t h e  
Lanetfieproporllonof J r n ~ a n d ~ t h i h e d g e r a w s ,  
g h I h e f e e l o f a ~ s b i p b y t h e p m m c e o f m e d u ~ e  
t r w s , a m e a r n ~ p f a m i x t a r r e d ~ , ~ ~ ,  
r m ,  @rose, hazel &iui elm. At the e&em end Ihg wSginal 
m k ~ ~ b u r i e d ~ i n f i l l , ~ i r w r w ~ ~ p a t t l  
a hummky and, in p h s ,  ~ s u ~ ~  k u  wild l3mrs 

I 
0 f ~ ~ a n d ~ r t r e d ~ ' t a o m b l n e t o ~  
a b k @ o f c o l w r , W n g w l t k l n s e d a M i n t h e ~  

I 

mOnth6. 
A f c q A h ~ I l o r t h 4 a t ~ ~ l e s t o W  

I h e  and traverbs'the of ihe fdwmVt fie& ending at 

K i n g s t o n R o a d . O n ~ s m p o f  190$,hpathhm& 
d ~ t o w a r d s ~ ~ ~ t h e ~ o f t h e a W r r l 9 n o r  
M.RmtsIr&l-CoxmBfoois Wedbya 
~merside,butaftermws~~~onthe 
r$ttlRandside~wttwdvlewscan behadams fields, 
~ B Q J  wilh tall grasses, tc W dak line of trees lining fhe 
Hcgmitl R ' ~ ~ ~ a n d L ~ t h e B o n e s g a t e ~ . T h a  
r e m a i ~ n g ~ k ~ w i t h b a n l r s o f p n d d y ~ n ,  
~ i n ~ ~ i n s p r k g , a n d a t i n t 8 n r & ~  b 
F u f l c M M & ~ ,   as^ 
The Tdworth Court Farm site is valuable for 

3 t a ; f i n e ~ d ~ . ~ M t h o s s ~ O o x L a n e , t h a  
~shwagoodratlgeafspecies,themostcommon 
b s R l g b ( m ,  hwWm oak, ash, dm, dagm hml, 
~ w d l i e l d m a p l e . ~ o f t h e ~ s t w ~ r w o f a  
dim wd bank W them, swne are sinuws In olrtllne, bar 
oW~~~and , ina fewpWs,copp lces too lso fgrea t  
8 g e m ~ . T h e s e f a e t o r s , W ~ t h e r , s u g g e s t ~  
tb hedges may be of comldwable~, and a l W  wWy 
~ t h e ~ r e ~ s o f t h e k $ g M e e n t h t o d y  
niwkmth m ~ .  The to the --west of the fm- 
pa#h strekhlg Irom Cox Imm to Chantry R o d  b ~~ 
~ y ~ O f h ~ a s h p o l l a r & d d d h a r e l  
~ s t o o l s .  

~ ~ r ~ f i l l i n g ~ m r n m ~ ~ i t k e ~ ~  
t W r d e r e d t o t h e ~ b y ~ h b h m i y , b u t n o i  
e x c r e s s r r e e l y , g g c a r e d a n d p w & s a ~ l ~ h  
sumrmewwhmtbweafthdwild~ishbloom.~ 
~ m ~ t y ~ ~ t h e p a s m , ~  
into mushram shapes by hwsss. h e~lrty m m w  thetie 
budm meovered inaerilmpwhiter, Wm&g My 
blosscrm:a~~~instthebr$htgreen,freshgrowth 
of the~ .m~~f t , i ine tuf f i s~bymmon 
b e n t g a s s h t a t s a ~ a g o o d ~ k e  k 
cmpwe g m  dl as sww mabgwoand firothy. 
mpXaaes,coarsegeassesindm~=qas,pE-f~gand 
~~canalsobm.m~kablmmyshwlded 
w t l h w i l d f l r r w e r s ~ i m p ~ ~ ~ ~ t o h o r s e s .  
myeHowMOMIlBoi~W~-Wand~ 
( w h l c h i s ~ t o ~ ~ , ~ t h l s , ~ ~  
still MI it), intmpW with whiifhwed 0 x 9 ~  d& and 
~ b f I g d b a r $ i a ~ c a t c h t h e ~ , ~ A M ~  
the)essconspicwxrsmlessfreqmtflwersofWmedii 
@ w I p e p p e r ~ & r n , ~ ~ h s a l , ~ ~  
~,~~aiB,~lymandreyow~. 

T a w r a r d P t h e f P o t o f ~ W H , b e s i d e h ~ S t r m ,  
h W i s w e W a n d ~ t r a m p l e d b y ~ , W t o a d  
~ , ~ W f j O r j n g m h q ~ ~ o f b a r e  
p d .  Tfwslteam's ba& mbnmdo#fromgmingand 
t F a ~ ~ ~ . ~ ) r ~ ~ h a v e b e e n ~ ~  
but some Mb wilbws and W mqhs remain. Otha 
plantswMdm-- 
b r a m b l e s , ~ ~ ~ h a i I y w i ~ m .  







KtmW 8 # 3 f # w w h m W m ~ W  On the wesW side the Eall banks give way to a 

~ * ~ - ~  
sheer river wall down to the Thames. At intenrals, the @rmy  

are punctuated by steep flights of bridr steps, agah 
GlMtbf TQi23675 in Victorian s*, and now draped in irj-leaved tadax, ivy m f+$ k and stonecrop, and encnrsted with mosses and l i i .  

The secret of the @BS-richness of tho grasslands lies 
in the fact that Iw nearly 150 years, from the wnsWn of 
the reservoirs In the 1 $50s to the p e n t  day, no pesticides 
or fertilizers have ben u s d  for fear of contaminating the 
drinking water. Instead, the grassy banks have simply been 
mown to keep the vegetation low, a rn(anagmmt regime 
whlch has promoted a n u M - p r ,  fine sward M i  
does not smother wild Rwvers. 

The grassy slopes a p p r  to b mposed largsly 
of a dry, cabreous substrate. In places the bank is re@ihdd 
by a surface layer of dd bridr or stonework, the cracks 
of which haw h n  co ton i i  by vegetation. Arwnd much d 
the s b  !he banks are dMninated by upright brome and red 
fescue. Librally mttwed throughwt are wild flowers such 
as bumet saxifrage, mm St John's wort, hoary plantain, 
resthanow, d a d  burnt, small scabious and dropwort, which 
are genekally associated with calcareous grassland. The IaMer 
Iwr s@es are rarely lound In London. Dmpwod, with its 
fleamywhite fbwers, is a close r@hW of the commoner 
meadow-sweet. 

In addition to the a h  spedes, Ihese steep flowery 
meadows are also graced by plants of other gradand types. 
Devil's-bit swbiow, field mbhs and, as mentioned above, 
the rarer small scabiws, are all fwd here and together they 
form mauve drifts, a l i  with bees and butterfli, atlraded by 
their abundant pollan and neetar. lt is sxtremely unusual in 
London to find all three of these related plants growing 
on the same site. 

Bulbws buttercup, birdsIoot-&dl, black-medidr, cak 
ew, hop trebil and lady's Wtraw provide splashes of yellow, 
Mile m m o n  v&ch and hardheads lend a touch of plrple 1 
vaflous times of Uw year. The variety is still further boosted 
by crow garlic, o x q e  daisy, yarrow and hairy fare, 

The dominance of grasses varies from place to place 
and addinat species id& yellow aat grass, barren fescue, 
Yorkshire fog, wall barley, smdh&1ked and rough-stalked 
meadmqrasses, oal grass, MU& grass and banen 
brwne. 

On the h e m  half of the eastern side, the suWate 
appears to b more acidCc in phces, as indited by !he 
presence of a patch of bracken, together with sheep's sorrel, 
wall speedwelt, d ' s  ear and mouse9elr hEnukweed. 

The dd Victwian walls support the odd tuft of wall-W, 
a hlicate fern of dry stony places, and the purple and whi i ,  
sn@ragodike b w s  of ivy-leaved toadflax, as M I  as 
upright bome and common mosses and lichens. 

Two introduced species of note can be fwhd In small 
n u m b  here - these being retlexed stonecrop, whose bright 



KI BI 9 Kingston Polytechnic, 
Klngston Hlll 

This sile consists of wcdld m I m s  w a k n d  
which completely sumnds Kingston Polytechnic's Kingston 
Hi1 camplrs together with a small but well &far pond and 
a section of acidk grasdand sat within the trees. The site Bes 
onLOndOnChyandovertylngdeposltsoftheaddicClayg& 
w. 

The period and modem buiklin~~ of Kingston Pdytechnic 
o c w p y a n i m p r e s s i v e s i t e o n t o p o f a ~ w i t h ~  
viewsnorthwardsacm Richmond Park, mads to 



areas. It pro* a d d i !  good wildlie habitat, espgcialy 
f~ woodpeckers, irmkbrates and hmgl. Greal spotted 
woodpeckers achrdly feed a goad deal on dead MIod 
on the ground. 

The stately white house of Goombe Hufst Ibs near the 
western edge of the she, and an impressive sweep of l a ~ n  

culminating in a small pond stretches down from the buildiqj. 
This is a &&d and peaceful spot, endosed on most sides 
by m, parliculatty to the south and east. The ward is 
composed of findeaved species such as bentgasses and 
feswes togehw with a hih poportion of mas&, amongst 
which grows an assortment of plants characteristic of acidlc 
grassland. These indude heath Wsmw, sheep's sorrel and 
mouse-ear hawkweed, which is easily distinguishable from 
other yellow-Wred plants of the daisy family by its paler, 
lemmyelhw Mwms. Tfie a t i d v e  and obvlwsly &for t 

pond mMns a selection of water-loving species, such as 
water plantain, bur-reed, -0s and water mint. Four sped= 
of amphibian have been rn hem and this L the largest 
number for any pond in Kingston. Nearby damp patches 
support remote sedge, a specks which is not common 
in W n .  A small m m  passes beneath a rustic stone 
brrdge and then triddes eastward8 inb a grove of 
mododendrons w k m  it gws underground;. 

The site provides good habitat for a range of birds and 
other animals. Muntjac w fallow dew may be present. The 
former are shy and dmimrtive Chinese deer and are mast 
inconspicuous. Their dmppings are dl W dem most 
visitors are llkely to sw of their presence. The Met may 
escape from neary Richmond Park. 

Management of the woodland appears to be minimal 
anditisvery much lento i tso~ndew~fhe h c k h d m  
shwld h pwenbd from encrmcsling kuther into the 
woodland. The extensive bramble, whilst ttpf newssadly 
-ling a good ground Rora, is appreciated by the animal 
inhabitan$ of Uw wood. The pond and the hwn of C o m b  
Hurst are far fwre intemkdy hoked after and yet, particularly 
in the case of the pond, t& is still cord& to the Interests 
of nature conm&!ion. There are som well-used paths, 
Including one or fwo through the d l a n d ,  but the 
maforlty of the woodland to the east and north is 
rarely dlsturbd. 

The site is owned by Kingston Pdytechnic and access 
is limited to those with business at dw m n i c  or by priM 
anangement (telephone 081 M7 2000). 







m.ar 2 The  Woods" end Richard 
Jrnrlas Bm sunmtarj 

~ h i S ~ ~ t p l l l ~ ~ ~ ~ s t a t l o n , i n d u d e s  
afm&afiWmbW&laMsarrctttary. bthtbepark 
and the ~ 6 ~ ~ % @ w ; d ~ ~ W m 6 w t h e k  
w m d l m m # ~ L . ~ ~ g ~ .  

~ , ~ a $ & w d ~ a ~ @ ~ ~ m ,  markiw . 
 ti^ ~ m k q d b e 6 ~ ~ 1 ,  anct i~ t m ~ n  by 
L O n c l n W G l ~ ,  I R W ~ ~ , ~ y ~ ~ f w  
~ - r n ~ ~ . ~ ~ 8 o d T * ~ d l ~ ~ h  
p t Q t ~ . a l a W a g e , @ m & ~ A t b B l m e  
o F t l w F M ~ n ~ ~ ~ s f 1 ~ t h Q I ~  
~(ersFamdiffm,marr~wahwrrm~h 
&d,wdope&amhau%ew-bmw 

- t o t h e ~ i 3 f ~ . A ~ o f ~ ~ b 0 1 f i ~ ~  
a n d f h e ~ a M t t h e r e w a s ~ e d w o p d l a n d o f ~ ~  
mkwstreastofheasland~dftleMer.Iti9~ftb 
thatthehkBwaswhatwasMaftMtRem~~m 
renwwi. Itwasstillpresentin laaObut byttrahmtdrn, 
CenturyhEgi~.  Thehouse, whkh WaSdIdm w, 
w d e f i l o t l s h e d ~ ~ a ~ f 9 3 3 . T h e Y ~ b y g u f .  
d the hause, woods, Me, paW W lawns an be 
f o l l a u e d ~ . ~ ~ d I h e ~ ~ ~ ~ f 6 a ~  
a s h p ,  b plam a l M  wW, b ~ , r n ' h  b, 

I fariy~pubtrcpartofm~~~~~r~uary 
w. AWdiWmdsmdl@at,mmotfik 
~ ~ ~ ~ , ~ M ~ W ~ ~ .  , 

The*was prdlbw  by^^^ -1 
~ ~ ~ ~ w , W l n ' ! W ~ b l  fW 

bwdu,uwn'ttkrtoaMsanduary. 
'~iSts&ddbe n~'$effarjesWaod" 

fg ,#~gmary.ofthebirthdfRidmrddefferFes 
(lW=&Wnnisl&&@&d-SW 

i h a s ~ s v e t : h ~ ~ h r , ' Y ~ a $ ~ ~ 1 9 8 Q ~ t f t e W ~  

bi w u ~ d i s m ~ ~ w a s ~ ~ I v -  
L 


