
The London Sustainable Drainage Proforma

Introduction

This proforma is intended to accompany a drainage strategy prepared for a planning application
where required by national or local planning policy. It should be used to summarise the key outputs
from the strategy to allow assessing officers at the Lead Local Flood Authority (LLFA) to quickly
assess compliance with sustainable drainage (SuDS) planning policy.

The proforma is divided into 4 sections, which are intended to be used as follows:

1. Site and project information - Provide summary details of the development, site and drainage.

2. Proposed discharge arrangement – Summarise site ground conditions to determine potential
for infiltration. Select a surface water discharge method (or mix of methods) following the
hierarchical approach set out in the London Plan.

3. Drainage strategy – Prioritise SuDS measures that manage runoff as close to source as
possible and contribute to the four main pillars of SuDS; amenity, biodiversity, water quality
and water quantity.

4. Supporting information – Provide cross references to the page or section of the drainage
strategy report where the detailed information to support each element can be found. This
may be more than one reference for each item.

Policy

Drainage strategies for developments in the Royal Borough of Kingston upon Thames need to comply
with the following policies on SuDS:

1. Royal Borough of Kingston upon Thames Core Strategy policy DM 4.

2. London Plan policy 5.13 and New London Plan policy SI13

3. The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF)

Technical Guidance

- Post-development surface water discharge rate should be limited to
greenfield runoff rates. Proposals for higher discharge rates should be
agreed with the LLFA ahead of submission of the Planning Application.
Clear evidence should be provided with the Planning Application to show
why greenfield rates cannot be achieved.

- Greenfield runoff rate is the runoff rate from a site in its natural state,
prior to any development. This should be calculated using one of the



runoff estimation methods set out in Table 24.1 of CIRIA C753 The
SuDS Manual.

- Attenuation storage volumes required to reduce post-development
discharge rates to greenfield rates should be calculated using one of the
runoff estimation methods set out in Table 24.1 of CIRIA C753 The
SuDS Manual.

- ‘CC’ refers to the climate change allowance from the current
Environment Agency guidance.

- An operation and maintenance strategy for proposed SuDS measures
should be submitted with the Planning Application and include the
details set out in section 32.2 of CIRIA C753 The SuDS Manual. The
manual should be site-specific and not directly reproduce parts of The
SuDS Manual.

- Other useful sources of guidance are:

a. DEFRA non-statutory technical standards for sustainable
drainage

b. Environment Agency climate change guidance

c. CIRIA C753 The SuDS Manual


