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Introducing Our School 

 
School Name:    Castle Hill  
School Address:   (Lower School Site) 
     Buckland Road  
     Chessington 
     KT9 1JE 
 
Telephone Number:   020 8397 3951 
 
Email address:    buckland@rbksch.org 
 
Website Address:     www.moorlane.kingston.sch.uk 
     www.buckland.kingston.sch.uk 
 
LEA/School DFES Ref Number:  314/102 563 
 
Type of school:    Primary with Nursery (Community) 

 
Castel Hill will be a 2 form entry Primary School with a Nursery and a 
Childrenôs Centre.  The age range of the children is 3 years to 11 years. 

 
Location of the school:  
Current Location: 
The lower school is currently located in Buckland Road which is a cul de sac 
leading off Moor Lane opposite North Parade shops and Chessington North 
railway station.  There is one point of access currently used in Buckland Road 
and another possible point of access, which was used in the past, from Mount 
Road.   
 
The upper school is located nearby in Moor Lane, with pedestrian access 
from the main road and vehicular access through a cul de sac.   
 
Roads around both sites are residential; although they are very busy during 
the morning peak and still relatively busy during the afternoon school pick up 
time.  There is an industrial area to the north east of the school although few 
pupils travel through this area and the industrial traffic does not pass the 
school due to width restrictions. 
 
Planned amalgamation: 
There is a proposal to relocate both the infant and the junior school to the 
lower school site ï Buckland Road site from September 2008.   
 
The number of pupils on site at 2-form entry would be a maximum of 420 
(plus Nursery - estimated part-time pupils between 80 and 100).  At present it 
is 404.     
 
In the past the number of children at the lower school when it was 3 and then 
4 form entry reached up to 439 pupils with around 400 pupils in the years 
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2001-2003.  Therefore this amalgamation does not represent a significant 
difference to historic numbers of pupils when both schools were bigger. 
 
 

Map showing schools location:  
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Facilities: 

 
Car and cycle parking 
Both sites have staff car parks which are restricted to use by staff and visitors 
only and have designated parking for disabled visitors.  The lower school has 
designated parking for the school buses.  Further parking at the lower school 
would be helpful to accommodate staff and visitor needs due to the Childrenôs 
Centre.  Both sites have areas where cycles can be secured to fencing but do 
not have specific parking facilities. 

 
 

Description Numbers 
upper school 

Numbers 
lower  

school  

The car park 

No. of staff parking spaces 
30+ estimate 25 informal (old) 

7 (new) 

No. of visitor spaces   

No. of disabled spaces  2 (new) 

No. of School buses  4 (new) 

Cycle storage 

No. of cycle parking bays for staff  Only fences 

No. of cycle parking bays for pupils  Only fences 

Buggie Park - Piglets  Buggie Park 

How secure is this 
storage provided 

n/a 
 

 

Storage lockers 
No. of staff storage lockers   

No. of pupil storage lockers   

Shower facilities 
Are staff shower facilities available Horrid  

Are  pupil shower facilities available 
 Disabled pupil 

facility 

 

 
Transport links: 

 
The nearest public transport links 
Bus stops on Bridge Road and Moor Lane are on the 71 bus route.  This bus 
has a 15 minute frequency and runs between Chessington World of 
Adventures on Leatherhead Road and Kingston town centre. 
 
Chessington North Station is near to both sites.  There is a 30 minute train 
service from Chessington to Waterloo. 
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School Opening & Closing Times: 
 
 

Open/start Close/finish Pupils 

School site    

Breakfast club  
(Chessington Kidôs 
Club) 

07.30 08:45 Max 24 

Pupils official school 
time 
Nursery (if applicable) 
Lower School  
Upper School  

 
 
08.45/08.50 
08.40 

 
11:30 
15:00 

 

After school clubs  
(Chessington Kidôs 
Club) 

15.00 18:00  

Moor Lane workplace 
Nursery 

08.00 18:00 Max 24 

Piglets Playgroup 09.00 15:00 Max 25 
 

A range of activities at the Childrenôs Centre take place at specific times during the 
week and may involve attendance by groups or individuals.  It is estimated that 50% 
travel by car and 50% on foot.   
 
Piglets Playgroup runs between 9.00am and 3.00pm every day and caters for up to 
25 children in a session.  It is estimated that 2/5ths of these children are siblings of 
children attending the school and that 40% travel by car and 60% on foot. 
 
The upper school is used by the community and has many activities and lettings 
each week which includes use of the swimming pool, this includes evening and 
holiday lets.  Moor Lane Workplace Nursery provides day-care for children from 
8.00am to 6.00pm every day and the majority of these people come by car. 

 
Pupil & Staff number: 
 

 Nursery Main 
School 

Totals 

Numbers of pupils on role 63 404 467 

Numbers of full time staff   34 

Numbers of part time staff   93 

Numbers of school volunteers    

Number of  
families 

  357 
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Use of school outside of school hours including extended schools 
activities: 
Lower School closes 18.00 
 
Upper School closes 6-8ish on Tuesdays and Thursdays.  
Stage coach on Saturdays 
Archery on Saturdays 
Rhythm Band on Wednesday 
Cricket Tuesdays and Thursdays 
Cookery on Thursdays  
 
Swimming pool closes at 8ish, swimming club from Monday to Friday 
Swimming pool used on Saturday mornings.  
 
Our School Catchment: 
 

The majority of pupils come from nearby, but some pupils come from 
Surbiton, Kingston and Ewell.  The School has recently gone from 3 to 2 form 
entry, which may mean that the catchment area becomes more restricted in 
the future.  The School caters for 35 children with specific speech and 
language difficulties who are drawn from all over the Royal Borough of 
Kingston, the majority of whom come to school by school bus. 
 

Distance from 
Lower Site  

Lower School  Upper School Total 

Number 
of pupils 
(Nov 07) 

% Number 
of Pupils 
(Nov 07) 

 No. of 
Pupils 

% 

< ½ mile 301 65.2 105 65.2 406 65.2 

½ mile ï 1 mile 114 24.7 39 24.2 153 24.6 

1 mile ï 1½ miles 14 3.0 5 3.1 19 3.0 

1½ miles ï 2 miles 8 1.7 1 0.6 9 1.4 

> 2 miles 25 5.4 11 6.8 36 5.8 

Totals 462 100 161 99.9 623 100 
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Extract of post code plot for those identified as currently driving. 

 
 

Existing school policies and practice to promote safe, healthy and 
sustainable transport. 
 
The School is committed to developing and implementing a School Travel 
Plan.  The School travel plan links in to may school policies: 

 Accessibility Plan ï Existing policy vision is to maximise disabled 
access.  This can be enhanced by keeping Disabled Parking facilities 
under review. 

 Admissions Policy ï Our vision is to work together with the local 
community. This can be enhanced by offering advice on walking to 
school. 

 School Profile ï Our practice is to promote environmental and green 
issues.  This is enhanced by our participation in the óWalking to School 
Programmeô which celebrates the number of children walking to school.  
However, we feel we could do more here. 

 Attendance Targets ï Our targets are to exceed national expectation.  
In April 2007 we met our existing target.  This could be enhanced by 
encouraging more children to walk, therefore their journey time is not 
dependent on the car starting, traffic jams etc. 

 Healthy Schools ï Castle Hill is currently working towards this status.  
The lower school did have the award although it is now time to reapply. 

 
What the School is doing already 

 óWalking to Schoolô weeks ï children receive the information and 
teachers monitor the outcome. 

 The School displays road safety banners outside the school to promote 
walking and discorage dangerous parking etc. 

 Year 5 and some Year 6 pupils have cycling training in the summer 
term. 
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 We nominate 2 pupils from Year 6 as Junior Road Safety Officers each 
year.  They will encourage their peers to think about road safety and 
sustainable transport by running competitions, maintaining their notice 
baord etc. 

 Curriculum ï road safety/environmental/transport themes are taught in 
the context of cross-curricular topics.  Local agencies, including the 
police, are involved. 

 Actively involve our local School Crossing Patrol in school life. 

 The school uses public transport and coaches for visits and for 
residential trips.  The school asks parents to car share to local venues 
for one off events ie. Country Dancing Festival, music festivals etc. 

 Debra and Leonôs BIG Walk major event and material in October to 
investigate possibility of a Walking Bus. 

 
 

 
 

Sheila, the schools SCP celebrates 20 years service at the end of Buckland 
Road in Leap Day 29th Feb 2008. 
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Identifying our baseline information / Survey Results 
 

Pupils  
In February 2007 at the lower school our records showed 73.9% walked to 
school 8.6% came by bus, 0.3% came by taxi and 17.2% came by car.  We 
do not have equivalent records for the upper school but more junior children 
tend to walk or cycle.   
 
Class Survey   
Date: September 2007, hands up survey 
 

Transport 
Choice 

To school (2) From school (3) Would like to travel (4) 

 Number Percenta
ge 

Number Percentag
e 

Number Percenta
ge 

Walk 205 48% 175 48% 122 37.2 

Cycle  13 3% 10 3% 145 44.2 

Bus  23 5% 17 5% 9 2.7 

Car share  14 3.1% 9 2% 15 4.6 

Car/van  132 31% 107 30% 17 5.2 

Park/walk  47 11% 43 12% 3 0.9 

Rail  1 0,2% 0 0 21 6.4 

Other  0 0 0 0 1 0.3 

Totals 429 100.1% 362 100% 328 101.5 

Absent 27      

 
Some class surveys incomplete, ówould like to travelô not answered. 
Response Rate 429 / 623  = 68.8% 
Reception is 3 form intake, Year 1, 3 form, Year 2 (4 form intake)), Year 3 and 
4 (3 form), Year 5 and 6 (between 3 and 4 forms) 
 
In answer to question 6 and the top three barriers to travelling by a more 
sustainable mode of transport, the responses were as follows:- 
 

1. Safety/Danger     17 
2. Live to far away   12 
3. No Bicycles    7 
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Pupil School Census Data: 
18th January 2007 
 

School 

Pupi
ls on 
Roll 

BNK     
Bus 

Type ? 

CAR 
Car 
/Van 

CRS     
Car 

Share 

CYC 
Cycle 

DSB 
School 

Bus 

PSB 
Public 

Service 
Bus 

TRN 
Train 

TXI 
Taxi 

WLK 
Walk 

Buckland 
Infants 

293  59   25   1 208 

Moor 
Lane 
Junior 

250  59   1 5   182 

Totals 
 

543  118   26 5  1 390 

Total % 
 

  21.7   4.8 0.9  0.2 71.8 

 
It is clear that there is quite some difference between the census and the 
hands up survey results. 
 
Staff Survey,   
Date: January 2008 
(Original survey carried out in October 2007 but only 17 staff responded- 
these results have been discarded) 
 

Transport 
Choice 

To school (2) From school (3) Would like to travel (4) 

Number Percenta
ge 

Number Percentag
e 

Number Percentage 

Walk 21 38.1 15 29.4 25 42.4 

Cycle 2 3.7 2 3.9 9 15.3 

Bus 3 5.6 3 5.9 3 5.1 

Car share 0  3 5.9 3 5.1 

Car/van 28 51.9 28 54.9 19 32.2 

Park/walk       

Rail       

Other       

Totals 54 
response 

 51  59 
responses 

 

51 / 127Staff were surveyed via simple 1 sided paper survey. 
Response Rate = 40.2% 
 
In answer to what would encourage you to travel sustinably: 
Nothing 2 
Cycle storage 10 
Better cycle lanes 2 
Vehicle use essential 2 
Shower 2 
Car Share 1 

Storage for helmets, accessories 2  
Summer cycling 2 
Better transport links 2 
Cycle Loan 1 
Award scheme 1  
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Parent Travel Survey ï Results: 
March 2008, short paper survey accompanied by JRSO letter 
33 forms returned representing  49 children. 
 

Parents were asked how their child (or children) will usually travel to the new 
Buckland site? 

 To School  From School 

Walk 23 12 

Cycle 2 0 

Bus 2 2 

Car/van 8 12 

Rail 0 0 

Other   

Totals 35 26 
 

None of the respondents planned to travel differently to how they currently 
travel to school, which could be to either site. 
 

Issues raised by parents: 
1. Dog fouling, get council to clean up or get dog owners to clean up. X 4  
2. Lollypop lady outside  a) Chessington Oak, b) top of Buckland Road. X 2  
3. Reduce speed on Buckland Road  x 2  
4. Pedestrian crossing at Buckland site .x  2 comments  
5. 20 mile limit (no location given) 
6. A proper shared pedestrian/cycle path ï Moorfield Road/Sanger Avenue 
7. Badges and stickers for walking to school 
8. Parking restrictions down Buckland Road 8.30-9.15 & 2.30 ï 3.15 
9. Walking to school chart and certificates for children who walk the most 

(monthly/annually?) 
10. Widen paths in Buckland Road 
11. More traffic wardens 
12. More cycling proficiency classes for children AND parents 
13. Walking to school buses ïfrom different locations using parent volunteers 
14. Sanger Avenue ï a need for speed bumps (this opinion has already been 

reported to police and council) 
15. Open Mount Road school entrance 
16 Allocated parent parking bays 
17. Unable to change driving habit due to continuing to work and collecting on 

return x 2.  
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Map showing location of parents concerns. 
 
Evidence of consultation and involvement 
 
Pupil Consultation  

 Class Survey ï September 2007 

 JRSO involvement / discussions and letter to parents ï March 2008 

 SEN pupils ï class survey 
 
Governors  

 Martin Ross attended Premise Committee on 30 Jan 2008 presented 
idea of Travel Plan and possible highway issues associated to 
amalgamation. 

 Presented to Chair who will take to Gov meeting 
 
Parents  

 Public meeting about school amalgamation on 18 October included 
discussion about travel and travel issues. 

 Working Group meeting on 28 November 2007and 26 February 2008 
including parents, staff, H/T, Councillors and local residents ï focus of 
working group was on transport and travel issues. 

 Working group web site created 

 JRSOs wrote to all parents inviting them to comment on their journeys 
to school, short paper survey attached ï March 2008 

 
Staff  

 Staff paper survey. 

 Invitations to public meetings and working group. 

 Regular item on staff meeting agendas. 
 
 


