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Glossary of Terms 

Term Meaning / Definition 

  

Baseline 

 

A description of the present and future state of an area, in the absence of 
any plan, taking into account changes resulting from natural events and 
from other human activities. 

BREEAM Building Research Establishment Environmental Assessment Method 
(UK)  

Consultation Body 

 

An authority which because of its environmental responsibilities is likely to 
be concerned by the effects of implementing plans and programmes and 
must be consulted under the SEA Directive. The Consultation Bodies, 
designated in the SEA Regulations are the Countryside Agency, English 
Heritage, English Nature, and the Environment Agency. 
 

 

DPD Development Plan Document 

Environmental assessment 

 
Generically, a method or procedure for predicting the effects on the 
environment of a proposal, either for an individual project or a higher-level 
ñstrategyò (a policy, plan or programme), with the aim of taking account of 
these effects in decision-making. The term ñEnvironmental Impact 
Assessmentò (EIA) is used, as in European Directive 337/85/EEC, for 
assessments of projects. In the SEA Directive, an environmental 
assessment means ñthe preparation of an environmental report, the 
carrying out of consultations, the taking into account of the environmental 
report and the results of the consultations in decision-making and the 
provision of information on the decisionò, in accordance with the 
Directiveôs requirements 

EU  European Union 

Indicator 

 
A measure of variables over time, often used to measure achievement of 
objectives 

LDD Local Development Document 

LDF Local Development Framework 

Mitigation 

 
Used in this guidance to refer to measures to avoid, reduce or offset 
significant adverse effects 

MOL Metropolitan Open Land 
PPS Planning Policy Statement 
RBK Royal Borough of Kingston 
Responsible Authority 

 

In the SEA Regulations, means an organisation which prepares a plan or 
programme subject to the SEA Directive and is responsible for the SEA. 
 

 

Scoping 

 
The process of deciding the scope and level of detail of an SA, including 
the sustainability effects and options which need to be considered, the 
assessment methods to be used, and the structure and contents of the 
SA Report 

Significant effect 

 

Effects which are significant in the context of the plan. (Appendix II of the 
SEA Directive gives criteria for determining the likely environmental 
significance of effects) 
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SPD Supplementary Planning Document 
SPG Supplementary Planning Guidance 
SEA Strategic Environmental Assessment 
SUDS Sustainable Urban Drainage Systems 
SA Sustainability Appraisal 

ONS Office for National Statistics 

UDP Unitary Development Plan 
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1.  Introduction 

1.1 Background to Local Development Framework 

Under the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004, the Council is required to prepare a 

portfolio of Local Development Documents (LDDs), containing policies and proposals to guide 

future development in the Council area, which together will form the Local Development 

Framework (LDF). This will replace the current Royal Borough of Kingstonôs Unitary Development 

Plan (UDP) 2005. 

This scoping report is a consultation document comprising the first stage of a Sustainability 

Appraisal for the Kingston Local Development Frameworkôs constituent documents. 

This report replaces an earlier scoping report published in August 2005 which applied to the Core 

Strategy, Development Control Policies DPD and Affordable Housing SPD.  Its scope has been 

broadened to apply to all LDDs prepared as part of the Kingston LDF requiring sustainability 

appraisal. 

Atkins was appointed by The Royal Borough of Kingston upon Thames in January 2008 to 

prepare a revised Scoping Report for the LDF, building on the initial Scoping Report prepared by 

the Council in 2005. 

1.2 Requirement for Sustainability Appraisal 

Under the regulations implementing the provisions of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 

2004, a Sustainability Appraisal (SA) is required for Development Plan Documents (DPDs) and 

Supplementary Planning Documents (SPDs) contained in a LDF. The purpose of SA is to promote 

sustainable development through better integration of sustainability considerations in the 

preparation and adoption of plans. 

SA helps planning authorities to fulfil the objective of contributing to the achievement of 

sustainable development in preparing their plans. Overall, the aims of the SA are to: 

 Increase the sustainability of the LDF by ensuring that the principles of sustainable 

development are integrated into the policy-making process; 

 Provide a high level of environmental protection and ensure that environmental, economic 

and social implications are considered in the preparation of the LDF documents; 

 Consult on the SA procedure to allow stakeholders and the public to have an input into its 

production; and  

 Provide an environmental, economic and social audit at appropriate spatial and temporal 

levels. 

1.3 Requirement for Strategic Environmental Assessment 

The EU Directive 2001/42/EC on assessments of effects of certain plans and programmes on the 

environment (known as the Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) Directive) came into force 

in the UK through the Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004. 

The overarching objective of the SEA Directive is: 

ñTo provide for a high level of protection of the environment and to contribute to the integration of 

environmental considerations into the preparation and adoption of plansé with a view to 

promoting sustainable development, by ensuring that, in accordance with this Directive, an 

environmental assessment is carried out of certain plansé which are likely to have significant 

effects on the environment.ò (Article 1) 
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Under the requirements of the SEA Directive, a plan or programme will be subject to 

environmental assessment if it meets various criteria including: 

 The plan/programme is subject to preparation and/or adoption by an authority at national, 

regional or local level or prepared by an authority for adoption, through a legislative 

procedure by Parliament or Government. 

 It is required by legislative, regulatory or administrative provisions; and 

 It is likely to have a significant effect on the environment. 

 
The LDF is prepared and adopted by an authority at the local level and is required by legislative 

provisions. It is prepared for the purposes of town and country planning/land use. It is therefore 

the case that the DPDs and most of the SPDs prepared as part of the Kingston LDF are required 

to be subject to environmental assessment, as they are being developed, under the SEA 

Directive. 

The SEA Directive and the SEA regulations require that the ñlikely significant effects on the 

environment are assessed, including issues such as: 

 Biodiversity;  

 Population; 

 Human health;  

 Fauna and flora;  

 Soil;  

 Water;  

 Air;  

 Climatic factors,  

 Material assets,  

 Cultural heritage including architectural and archaeological heritage, 

 Landscape; and 

 The interrelationship between these factorsò.   

1.4 Sustainable Development 

The concept of sustainable development is central to the planning system. The term ñsustainable 

developmentò has been used since 1987 following the publication of the World Commission on 

Environment and Development (WCED) report ñOur Common Futureò, commonly referred to as 

the Brundtland report.  It called for a strategy that united development and the environment ï 

described by the now-common term ñsustainable developmentò, which is defined as:  

óDevelopment that meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future 

generations to meet their own needsô 

In essence the term ñsustainable developmentò not only refers to the impact of development on 

the environment but also to society and the economy. In order for development to be considered 

ñsustainableò it must result in a win-win-win situation for the environment, society and the 

economy. Sustainable development is not about balancing these issues but ensuring that none 

are adversely affected and, preferably, that there is a positive impact on all three.  

The UK Government has produced a Sustainable Development Strategy, ñSecuring the Future. 

Delivering UK sustainable development strategyò (March 2005). Priority areas for immediate 

action are outlined as: 
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 Sustainable consumption and production. 

 Climate change and energy. 

 Natural resource protection and environmental enhancement. 

 Sustainable communities. 

 

1.5 The SA/SEA process 

The requirements to carry out SA and SEA are distinct, but the ODPM guidance of November 

2005 states that it is possible to satisfy both through a single appraisal process and provides a 

methodology for doing so. This methodology goes further than the SEA methodology (which is 

primarily focused on environmental effects) requiring the examination of all the sustainability-

related effects, whether they are social, economic or environmental. However, those undertaking 

the SA should ensure that in doing so they meet the requirements of the SEA Directive. 

SA incorporating SEA is an iterative process that takes place alongside the preparation of LDF 

documents. This is to ensure that the principles of sustainable development, and potential 

significant environmental effects arising from the plan/programme, are identified, assessed, 

mitigated and integrated into the plan-making process, thus ensuring that the resulting policies 

and proposals produce sustainable development when implemented.  SEA also requires the 

monitoring of significant effects once the plan/programme is implemented. Through consultation 

and the involvement of stakeholders and specialist experts in the process the resulting appraisal 

should be both robust and fully integrated.  Subsequently, for the purposes of this report, óSAô will 

refer to SA incorporating the requirements of the SEA Directive. 

The main stages in the SA process are as follows: 

 Stage A ï Setting the context and objectives, establishing the baseline and deciding on 

scope; 

 Stage B ï Developing and refining options and assessing effects; 

 Stage C ï Preparing the Sustainability Appraisal Report; 

 Stage D ï Consultation on the draft plan and the Sustainability Appraisal Report; and 

 Stage E ï Monitoring implementation of the plan. 

The current guidance also sets out a requirement for the preparation of the following reports for 

consultation: 

 Scoping Report (summarising Stage A work) which should be used for consultation on the 

scope of the SA; and 

 Sustainability Appraisal Report (documenting Stages A to C work) which should be used in 

the public consultation on the Preferred Options. 

The key output of the SA process is the Sustainability Appraisal Report. It will incorporate and 

subsume the Environmental Report that is required under the SEA Directive. It will therefore 

include the necessary baseline environmental information, prediction of the significant effects of 

the implementation of the plan on the environment and the identification and assessment of 

options and alternatives.  In addition to this, the Sustainability Appraisal Report will address social 

and economic effects. 

Table 1 below indicates the stages and tasks of the SA process and how they relate to the various 

stages of the production for a DPD. For an SPD the process is simpler, but all SA tasks still 

require completion. 

 

 



  

 

 10 
 

 

Table 1.1 - Incorporating Sustainability Appraisal within the Development Plan Document process 

 

DPD stage SA stages SA tasks 

DPD Stage 1: Pre-
production ï 

Evidence gathering 

Stage A: Setting the 
context and objectives, 

establishing the baseline 
and deciding on the 

scope 

 

A1: Identifying other relevant policies, plans 
and programmes, and sustainable 
development objectives 
A2: Collecting baseline information 
A3: Identifying sustainability issues and 
problems 
A4: Developing the SA framework 
A5: Consulting on the scope of the SA 

DPD Stage 2: 
Production 

Stage B: Developing and 
refining the options and 

assessing effects 

 

B1: Testing the DPD objectives against the 
SA framework 
B2: Developing the DPD options 
B3: Predicting the effects of the DPD 
B4: Evaluating the effects of the DPD 
B5: Considering ways of mitigating adverse 
effects and maximising beneficial effects 
B6: Proposing measures to monitor the 
significant effects of implementing the DPD 

Stage C: Preparing the 
Sustainability Appraisal 

Report 

C1: Preparing the SA Report 

Stage D: Consulting on 
Preferred Options of the 
DPD and the SA Report 

D1: Public participation on the SA Report 
and the preferred options of the DPD 
D2(i): Appraising significant changes 

DPD Stage 3: 
Examination 

 D2(ii): Appraising significant changes 
resulting from representations 

DPD Stage 4: 
Adoption and 

Monitoring 

 D3: Making decisions and providing 
information. 

 Stage E: Monitoring the 
significant effects of 

implementing the DPD 

E1: Finalising aims and methods for 
monitoring 
E2: Responding to adverse effects 

Adapted from Figure 5: Incorporating SA within the DPD process.  Sustainability Appraisal of Regional Spatial Strategies 
and Local Development Frameworks, ODPM November 2005 

 

1.6 Purpose of the Revised Scoping Report 

The overarching purpose of the Scoping Report is to create the general framework for the 

assessment of the Kingston LDFôs constituent documents. An earlier version of this Scoping 

Report was produced and consulted on in 2005. Comments were received from the Environment 

Agency. These are presented in Appendix A. 

This report is a revised version, providing updated information on the following: 

 Other relevant plans, programmes and sustainability objectives; 

 Baseline information; 

 Sustainability issues identification; 

 Framework for appraising likely significant effects arising from the LDF documents; and 

 Structure and level of detail of the final Sustainability Appraisal Report. 
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1.6.1 Consultation  on the Revised Scoping Report  

It is important that the scope of the sustainability appraisal is appropriate for the documents being 

produced.  For this reason consultation is a critical step in the scoping process. The aim of the 

consultation on the Revised Scoping Report is to involve and engage with statutory consultees 

and other key stakeholders on the scope of the appraisal, in the light of the updated information 

contained therein. In particular, it seeks to: 

 Seek advice on the comprehensiveness of the baseline data and gain further information 

where appropriate; 

 Seek advice on the appropriateness of the sustainability objectives; 

 Seek advice on the appropriateness of the key sustainability issues; and 

 Ensure the SA is both comprehensive and robust enough to support the LDF during the later 

stages of full public consultation and examination; 

The Council will consult the three statutory Consultation Bodies with environmental 

responsibilities: 

 Natural England (formerly English Nature and the Countryside Agency). 

 English Heritage. 

 The Environment Agency. 

It will also consult other bodies which have an interest in sustainability issues, namely: 

 Neighbouring local authorities (Richmond, Wandsworth, Merton, Sutton, Elmbridge, Mole 

Valley and Epsom & Ewell).  

 Surrey County Council. 

 Thames Water. 

 The Woodland Trust. 

 Campaign for the Protection of Rural England.  

 Kingston Friends of the Earth. 

 London Wildlife Trust.  

 Surrey Wildlife Trust.   

The Revised Scoping Report will be out for consultation for a period of five weeks from 19 May 

2008.   Responses should be received no later than 20 June 2008 and may be sent to: 

 
Planning Policy 

Planning and Development Department 

The Royal Borough of Kingston upon Thames 

Guildhall 2 

Kingston upon Thames 

Surrey 

KT1 1EU 

Or emailed to: planningpolicy@rbk.kingston.gov.uk 

 

mailto:planningpolicy@rbk.kingston.gov.uk
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The report will also be made available at the Planning Reception, Guildhall 2, and will be 

published on the Councilôs planning web page at: www.kingston.gov.uk/environment/planning.htm.  

Hard copies of the report can be obtained by contacting the Councilôs planning policy team on: 

020 8547 5302 or email: planningpolicy@rbk.kingston.gov.uk or at the address given above. 

A summary of responses to the Revised Scoping Report will be published on the Councilôs web-

site, along with the revised Scoping Report, as soon as possible after the consultation period has 

ended. 

 

1.7 Habitats Regulations Assessment 

Appropriate assessment (AA) is required by law for all European Sites under the European 

Habitats Directive (Directive 91/43/EEC). The requirement for and process of Appropriate 

Assessment is separate from that for SA. However, the two processes can be run in parallel. 

Under the Conservation (Natural Habitats & c.) Regulations 2004, it is necessary to assess 

whether the Kingston upon Thames LDFôs constituent documents and those of other neighbouring 

authorities are likely to have a significant effect upon a European Site.  This will show the likely 

significant effects (if any) arising from the LDF on the European sites. The effects may include: 

urban intensification with increased activity affecting the European sites; increased visits to 

European sites, primarily for recreational purposes; increased water use and outflow with an 

uncertain risk of impact on some habitats; increased local traffic leading to air pollution which 

could affect species sensitive to air quality and nutrient enrichment of soils which could affect 

species type and spread.   

An AA Screening Assessment has been undertaken of the Kingston Town Centre Area Action 

Plan (AAP) looking at European sites within a 5km radius search area. Richmond Park SAC and 

Wimbledon Common SAC were identified as sites which could be impacted upon. The report 

found overall, that the Kingston Town Centre AAP will not result in development that is likely to 

have a significant effect on those European sites. It was therefore considered that an appropriate 

assessment would not be required under Regulation 48(2) of the Conservation (Natural Habitats 

&c.) Regulations 1994 for the Kingston Town Centre AAP. 

Should any other constituent documents of LDF have the potential to impact on these two sites an 

Appropriate Assessment will be carried out by the Council, during the development of the 

document concerned. 

http://www.kingston.gov.uk/environment/planning.htm
mailto:planningpolicy@rbk.kingston.gov.uk
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2. Identifying other plans and programmes 

and sustainability objectives - Task A1  
The first task of a Sustainability Appraisal (SA) is the identification of other relevant plans, 

programmes and sustainability objectives as the LDFôs constituent documents are prepared in the 

context of other plans and programmes which need to be taken into account.  The LDF must 

comply with national planning policy, be in ógeneral conformityô with the Mayorôs London Plan and 

reflect other local plans and strategies, providing the spatial planning framework to help deliver 

those strategies. 

The SEA Directive specifically states that information should be provided on: 

 ñThe relationship [of the plan or programme] with other relevant plans and programmesò 

 ñThe environmental protection objectives, established at international, [European] Community 

or [national] level, which are relevant to the plan or programme and the way those objectives 

and any environmental considerations have been taken into account during its preparationò 

2.1 Methodology 

Both the LDF and the SA Scoping Report should be set in the context of national, regional and 

local objectives along with strategic planning, transport, social, economic and environmental 

policies.  This being the case a comprehensive review of all relevant plans, policies and 

programmes (PPPs) was carried out as part of the SA scoping process.  This ensures that the 

objectives in the Scoping Report generally adhere to, and are not in conflict with, objectives found 

in other PPPs and also assists in the setting of sustainability objectives for the SA.  It can also be 

used to ascertain potential conflicts between objectives which may need to be addressed as part 

of the process.  In order to fully assess relevant PPPs an updated list was drawn up by the 

Council using the ODPM SA guidance and local knowledge.  For the purposes of 

comprehensiveness higher tier PPPs were included in the list to show the hierarchy and 

relationships between the various plans, policies and programmes.  

The plans and programmes reviewed are listed below in Table 2.1. 

Table 2.1 ï Relevant Plans and Programmes   

 
 

International and European level  

The Johannesburg Declaration on Sustainable Development (2002) 

The Kyoto Agreement (1997) 

European Spatial Development Perspective (97/150/EC) 

European Sustainable Development Strategy (2001) 

EU Ambient Air Quality Directive (96/62/EC and 99/30/EC)) 

EU Habitats Directive (92/43/EEC) 

EU Wild Birds Directive (79/409/EEC) 

EU Directive on Environmental Noise (02/49/EC) 

EU Framework Directive on Waste (91/156/EEC) 

EU Landfill Directive (99/31/EC) 

EU Water Framework Directive (00/60/EC) 

EU Sixth Environmental Action Plan (2002) 

EU Soil Framework Directive 2006 (proposed) 

European Landscape Convention ratified 2006 

Energy Performance in Buildings Directive (2002/91/EEC) 

European Nitrates Directive (91/676/EC) 

EU Groundwater Daughter Directive 2006/118/EC 
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National level 

Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000 

Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981  

Environment Act 1995 

Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 

Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Areas Act 1979 

Building a Green Future: Towards Zero Carbon Development (Consultation) (2006) 

Code for Sustainable Homes  February 2008 

Water Efficiency in New Buildings (consultation) (2006)  

Draft Climate Change Bill March 2007 

Water Efficiency in New Buildings: A joint Defra and Communities and Local Government policy 
statement July 2007 

Planning for a Sustainable Future: White Paper May 2007 

Future Water The Governmentôs water strategy for England February 2008 (draft) 

PPS 1:Delivering Sustainable Development, Jan 2005 

PPS Planning and Climate Change: Supplement to PPS1 December  2006 

PPG 2: Green Belt (1995) 

PPS 3: Housing (2006) 

PPG 4: Industrial, Commercial Development and Small Firms (1992) 

Consultation Paper on new Planning Policy Statement 4: Planning for Sustainable Economic 
Development December 2007 

PPS 6: Planning for Town Centres (2005) 

PPS 9: Biodiversity and Geological Conservation (2005) 

PPS 10: Planning for Sustainable Waste Management (2005) 

PPS 12: Local Development Frameworks (2004) 

PPG 13: Transport (2001) 

PPG 15: Planning and the Historic Environment (1994) 

PPG 16: Archaeology and Planning (1990) 

PPG 17: Planning for Open Space, Sport and Recreation (2001) 

PPS 22: Renewable Energy (2004) 

PPS 23: Planning and Pollution Control (2004) 

PPG 24: Planning and Noise (1994) 

PPS 25: Development and Flood Risk (2006)    

Development and Flood Risk: A Practice Guide Companion to PPS25 'Living Draft' - A 
Consultation Paper February 2007 

Good Practice Guidance on Planning for Tourism (2006) 

Securing the Future: delivering UK sustainable development strategy (2005) 

Home Energy Conservation Act (HECA) (1995)  

Sustainable Communities Plan: building for the future (2003) 

Biodiversity: UK Action Plan (1994) 

Environmental Quality in Spatial Planning ï Environment Agency and others (2005) 

An Environmental Vision ï Environment Agency (2001) 

ODPM Circular 1/06 Gypsy and Traveller Sites (2006) 

White Paper: A Future for Transport ï a network for 2030 (2004) 

The Air Quality Strategy for England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland July 2007 

White Paper: Our Energy Future: creating a low carbon economy (2003) 

Transport and the Historic Environment ï English Heritage (2004) 

The Historic Environment: A force for our future (DCMS) (2001) 

Transport 2010: Meeting the Local Transport Challenge (2000) 

The First Soil Action Plan for England 2004-06 and Soil Strategy for England (2008) (consultation 
emerging) 

White Paper - "Heritage Protection for the 21st Centuryò March 2007 

The Historic Environment: A Force for our Future 2001 

Making Space for Water: Taking forward a new Government strategy for flood & coastal erosion 
risk management, DEFRA, 2004 

Energy White Paper (2003) 

Water Resources Act 1991 

Water Act 2003 

Secured By Design (2004) 

By Design: Urban Design in the Planning System - Towards Better Practice (2000) 



  

 

 15 
 

Regional level (London) 

The London Plan: Spatial Development Strategy for Greater London 2004, consolidated with 
alterations since 2004 (Feb 2008)  

London Plan SPG Housing (2005) 

London Plan SPG Accessible London (2004) 

London Plan SPG Industrial Capacity, 2008 

London Plan SPG Providing for children and young peoples play and recreation (2008) 

London Plan SPG Sustainable design and construction (2006) 

London Plan SPG View management framework (2007) 

London Plan SPG Land for Transport functions (2007) 

London Plan SPG Planning for Equality and Diversity for London (2007) 

London Plan SPG East London Green Grid Framework (2008) 

The Mayorôs Ambient Noise Strategy (2004) 

The Mayorôs Economic Development Strategy: Sustaining Success ï Developing Londonôs 
Economy (2005) 

The Mayorôs Air Quality Strategy (2002) 

The Mayorôs Energy Strategy (2004) 

The Mayorôs Transport Strategy (2001) 

The Mayorôs Waste Strategy (2003) 

The Mayorôs Biodiversity Strategy (2002) 

The London Biodiversity Action Plan (2002) 

The Mayorôs Cultural Strategy (2004) 

Living Well in London: The Mayorôs draft Health Inequalities Strategy - January 2008 

Action Today to Protect Tomorrow The Mayorôs Climate Change Action Plan February 2007 

Water matters The Mayorôs Draft Water Strategy (2007) 

A Sustainable Development Framework for London (2003) 

Sub-regional Development Framework ï South London (2006) 

London Climate Change Action Plan (2007) 

Thames Corridor Abstraction Management Strategy (2006) 

Tidal Thames Habitat Action Plan (1999) 

Thames Landscape Strategy 

London Renewables: 'Integrating renewable energy into new developments' (will inform 
forthcoming SPG on renewable energy). 

Local level (Kingston Borough)  

The Community Plan 2004 ï 2009+ 

Royal Borough of Kingston Unitary Development Plan (2005) 

Kingston Town Centre Area Action Plan, submission version (2007) 

RBK Local Biodiversity Action Plan (2004) 

Crime, Disorder & Anti Social Behaviour Reduction Strategy (RBK) 2005-2008 

A Cultural Strategy for the Royal Borough of Kingston upon Thames 2002-2006 

Kingston Visitor Action Management Plan 2004 ï 07  

Tolworth Court Farm Fields Management Plan (not dated) 

RBK Urban Design Action Plan (2005) 

Hogsmill Valley Walk Strategy (2006) 

Old Town Conservation Area Appraisal and Management Plan (2006) 

RBK Waste Strategy (2005) 

RBK Waste Strategy 4
th
 Implementation Plan April 2007 ï March 2010 

Waste Strategy 2
nd

 Implementation Plan April 2005 - March 2008 

RBK Housing Strategy (2003-2004) 

RBK Affordable Housing SPD February 2006 

RBK Cycling Strategy (2005)  

RBK Air Quality Strategy and Air Quality Action Plan (2005) 

A Healthy Kingston Strategy (2006) 

Local (transport) Implementation Plan (2006)  

RBK Allotment Strategy 2008-2018 Draft for Consultation December 2007 

RBK Green Spaces Strategy 2008 ï 2018 Draft for Consultation October 2007 

Green Spaces Strategy (2008) 

Green Spaces 1
st
 Implementation Plan (2008) 

RBK Tree Strategy 2008 ï 2018 Draft for Public Consultation December 2007 
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2.2 Results 

Social, environmental and economic objectives and sustainability issues of relevance to the 

sustainability appraisal and the preparation of the LDFôs constituent documents (DPDs and SPDs) 

have been used to formulate a general, first set of sustainability objectives (split into the three 

dimensions of sustainable development: social, environmental and economic). This is presented 

in Table 2.2 which also shows the implications arising for the LDF and the link between these 

objectives and the SEA topic areas. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RBK Biodiversity Action Plan (2004) 

RBK Sustainable Construction SPG (2004) 

Reducing Crime Together Strategy (Partnership Plan) 2008/11 

Culture Strategy 2008 - 2012 

RBK Kingston Town Centre Strategic Flood Risk Assessment (SFRA) May 2007 (Revised) 
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Table 2.2 - Sustainability Themes derived from the Review of Policies, Plans and Programmes 

 

Theme relevant to SA/SEA of 
Royal Borough of Kingston 
Upon Thames LDF 

Source Implications for the LDF Main SEA 
Topic(s) 

Relationship to 
Final SA 
Objective  

SOCIAL 

Mix of type and tenures of 
housing, including affordable 
housing  

PPS3; PPS1; Securing the Future; Sustainable 
Communities Plan; Code for Sustainable Homes; 
Planning for a Sustainable Future; Accessible 
London SPG; Housing SPG; The London Plan: 
Spatial Development Strategy for Greater London ï 
Housing Provision Targets; RBK Housing Strategy; 
RBK Affordable Housing SPD; RBK Community 
Plan; SPG Planning for Equality and Diversity for 
London 
 
 

Policies should ensure adequate 
provision of quality affordable 
housing to meet local need. 

Population and 
Human health 

04 

Health and wellbeing of the 
population 

6th Environmental Action Programme for the EU 
Community; Securing the Future; Sustainable 
Communities Plan; Planning for a Sustainable 
Future; PPS1; PPG17; The London Plan; Planning 
for Equality and Diversity in London SPG: 
Consultation Draft; Living Well in London (draft); 
RBK Community Plan; RBK Cycling Strategy; A 
Healthy Kingston Strategy; Green Spaces Strategy; 
Green Spaces 1

st
 Implementation Plan; Culture 

Strategy 2008 - 2012.; SPG East London Green 
Grid Framework 
 

Policies should support and 
encourage the provision and 
access to health facilities and 
promote wellbeing through 
environmental enhancement. 

Population and 
Human health 

05 

Social equality, including the 
minimisation of poverty and 
social exclusion  

Securing the Future; Sustainable Communities 
Plan; Planning for a Sustainable Future; The 
London Plan; RBK Community Plan; ODPM 
Circular 1/06 Gypsy and Traveller Sites; SPG 
Planning for Equality and Diversity for London 
 

Policies should ensure the 
provision of a mix of housing 
types and tenures for different 
people in need e.g. elderly, 
infirm, families, unemployed. 

Population and 
Human Health 

01, 

Equal opportunities to gain a 
high standard of education and 
skills   

PPS1; The Mayorôs Economic Development 
Strategy; The London Plan; Draft PPS4; RBK 
Community Plan; SPG Planning for Equality and 

Policies to ensure that new 
development is accessible to 
educational facilities. 

Population 06 
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Theme relevant to SA/SEA of 
Royal Borough of Kingston 
Upon Thames LDF 

Source Implications for the LDF Main SEA 
Topic(s) 

Relationship to 
Final SA 
Objective  

Diversity for London, 2007 
 

Crime and the fear of crime  Secured by Design; The London Plan; RBK Crime; 
Disorder & Anti Social Behaviour Reduction 
Strategy; By Design: Urban Design in the Planning 
System - Towards Better Practice; RBK Community 
Plan; Reducing Crime Together Strategy 
(Partnership Plan) 2008/11  

Policies should ensure that good 
design against crime is integrated 
into development. 

Population and 
Human health 

02 

Equitable access to services 
and facilities  

PPS3; PPS1; PPG13; PPS6; CROW Act; Securing 
the Future; Sustainable Communities Plan; 
Planning for a Sustainable Future; The London 
Plan; Accessible London SPG; PPG17; Planning 
for Equality and Diversity in London SPG: 
Consultation Draft; RBK Community Plan; RBK 
Cycling Strategy, A Healthy Kingston Strategy; The 
Mayorôs Transport Strategy; RBK LIP; RBK draft 
Walking Strategy; RBK Green Spaces Strategy, 
SPG Accessible London; SPG Land for Transport 
functions 
 
 

Policies should support and 
encourage a range of transport 
modes. 

Population and 
Human health 

03 

Historic environment and 
cultural assets  
 

Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Areas Act; 
PPS1; PPS6; PPG15; PPG16; CROW Act; The 
Historic Environment: A Force for our Future; 
Transport and the Historic Environment; 
Sustainable Communities Plan; Heritage Protection 
for the 21st Century; The London Plan; The 
Mayorôs Cultural Strategy; RBK Urban Design 
Action Plan; RBK Cultural Strategy; RBK 
Community Plan; Old Town Conservation Area 
Appraisal and Management Plan; Green Spaces 
Strategy; Culture Strategy 2008-2012; Thames 
Landscape Strategy; SPG View management 
framework;  SPG East London Green Grid 
Framework 
 
 

Policies should seek to identify, 
and encourage the   
management of historic and 
cultural assets, to ensure their 
conservation and enhancement  

Material 
Assets, 
Cultural 
Heritage, 
Landscape, 
Soil 

10 

High quality urban design  PPS1; PPS6; PPG15; Secured by Design; By Policies should seek to ensure Material 04,15 
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Theme relevant to SA/SEA of 
Royal Borough of Kingston 
Upon Thames LDF 

Source Implications for the LDF Main SEA 
Topic(s) 

Relationship to 
Final SA 
Objective  

Design: Urban Design in the Planning System - 
Towards Better Practice; Sustainable Communities 
Plan; Heritage Protection for the 21st Century;  
London Sustainable Design and Construction SPG; 
The London Plan;  RBK Urban Design Action Plan; 
Kingston Old Town Conservation Area Appraisal 
and Management Plan; Green Spaces Strategy 
2008; Biodiversity Action Plan; SPG View 
management framework 
 

that all new development is of a 
sufficiently high quality, in line 
with conservation as well as 
environmental sustainability 
principles, in order to ensure 
there are no negative effects 
from such growth.   

Assets, 
Cultural 
Heritage, 
Landscape, 
Population  

ENVIRONMENTAL 

Remediation and re-use of 
previously developed land and 
increased efficiency in land use 
 

EU Soil Framework Directive; PPS1; PPG2; The 
First Soil Action Plan for England and Soil Strategy 
for England (consultation emerging); London 
Sustainable Design and Construction SPG;  
PPS23; PPS22; PPS25 and companion guide; 
Sustainable Communities Plan; Building a Green 
Future: Towards Zero Carbon Development 
(Consultation); The London Plan; The Mayorôs 
Energy Strategy; The Mayorôs Transport Strategy ; 
RBK LIP; London Sustainable Design and 
Construction SPG; RBK Sustainable Construction 
SPG 
 
 

Policies should ensure that new 
development takes place 
primarily on previously developed 
land and makes efficient use of 
land through good design  

Climatic 
Factors, Soil, 
Material 
Assets, 
Landscape, 
Human Health  

07 

Air pollution and quality EU Ambient Air Quality Directive; The Air Quality 
Strategy for England, Scotland, Wales and 
Northern Ireland; The Mayorôs Air Quality Strategy; 
Sustainable Communities Plan; CROW Act; 
 PPS1; PPS23; PPS22; London Climate Change 
Action Plan; The London Plan; The Mayorôs Energy 
Strategy; Mayorôs Air Quality Strategy; The Mayorôs 
Transport Strategy and RBK LIP; RBK Air Quality 
Strategy and Air Quality Action Plan; RBK Cycling 
Strategy; A Healthy Kingston Strategy; RBK draft 
Walking Strategy; RBK Green Spaces Strategy; 
SPG Sustainable design and construction, 

Policies should provide for and 
encourage a reduction in air 
pollution, seeking to enhance air 
quality.  

Air, Human 
Health, 
Climatic 
Factors  

13 
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Theme relevant to SA/SEA of 
Royal Borough of Kingston 
Upon Thames LDF 

Source Implications for the LDF Main SEA 
Topic(s) 

Relationship to 
Final SA 
Objective  

 

Noise pollution EU Directive on Environmental Noise; PPS1; 
PPS23; PPG24; Sustainable Communities Plan;  
The Mayorôs Ambient Noise Strategy; The London 
Plan; The Mayorôs Transport Strategy; Sustainable 
Design and Construction SPG; RBK Sustainable 
Construction SPG; RBK  LIP; RBK Community 
Strategy. 
 

Policies should seek to minimise 
the effects from noise on the 
local area. 

Human health  14 

Emissions of greenhouse gases Draft Climate Change Bill March 2007; PPS1 and 
PPS Planning and Climate Change: Supplement to 
PPS1; PPS1; PPS23; PPS22; PPS25 and 
companion guide; Securing the Future; Sustainable 
Communities Plan; Code for Sustainable Homes; 
Planning for a Sustainable Future; Our Energy 
Future: creating a low carbon economy; Energy 
White Paper; The London Plan; The Mayorôs 
Climate Change Action Plan; Building a Green 
Future: Towards Zero Carbon Development 
(Consultation); The Mayorôs Energy Strategy; The 
Mayorôs Transport Strategy and RBK LIP; London 
Sustainable Design and Construction SPG; RBK 
Sustainable Construction SPG. 
 

Policies should provide for and 
encourage a reduction in the 
emissions of greenhouse gases. 

Climatic 
factors, 
Population and 
Human Health 

03, 14 

Biodiversity  
 
 

European Spatial Development Perspective; 6
th 

Environmental Action Programme for the EU 
Community; Conservation of National Habitats and 
Wildlife Flora and Fauna Directive; Environmental 
Quality in Spatial Planning; An Environmental 
Vision; Directive on the Conservation of Wild Birds; 
PPS9; UK Biodiversity Action Plan; The Mayorôs 
Biodiversity Strategy and Londonôs BAP; Tidal 
Thames Habitat Action Plan;  The London Plan; 
PPS1; PPG17; RBK BAP; RBK Community 
Strategy; Hogsmill Valley Walk Strategy; Tolworth 
Court Farm Fields Management Plan; RBK Tree 
Strategy; Green Spaces Strategy, Green Spaces 
1

st
 Implementation Plan; Biodiversity Action Plan; 

Policies should ensure that 
biodiversity is protected, 
conserved and enhanced. 

Climatic 
Factors, 
Biodiversity, 
Flora, Fauna 
and Soil 

09 
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Theme relevant to SA/SEA of 
Royal Borough of Kingston 
Upon Thames LDF 

Source Implications for the LDF Main SEA 
Topic(s) 

Relationship to 
Final SA 
Objective  

SPG Sustainable design and construction; SPG 
East London Green Grid Framework 
 
 

Urban and rural open spaces 
and green infrastructure   

PPS1, PPG15, PPG17, CROW Act, European 
Landscape Convention, The Historic Environment: 
A Force for our Future, Heritage Protection for the 
21st Century, The London Plan; Draft RBK 
Allotment Strategy; Environmental Quality in Spatial 
Planning; An Environmental Vision; RBK Urban 
Design Action Plan, RBK Cultural Strategy, RBK 
Community Plan; Green Spaces Strategy; Green 
Spaces 1

st
 Implementation Plan;Biodiversity Action 

Plan; Thames Landscape Strategy; SPG 
Sustainable design and construction; SPG 
Providing for children and young peoples play and 
recreation; SPG East London Green Grid 
Framework 
 
 
 

Policies should ensure that public 
open spaces and green 
infrastructure networks are 
protected and enhanced. 

Material 
Assets, Air, 
Landscape, 
Biodiversity, 
Human Health  

07, 09, 10 

Congestion, travel choice, the 
need for travel by car and the 
length and duration of journeys 

CROW Act; The London Plan; The Mayorôs 
Transport Strategy, RBK LIP; PPS1; PPG13; 
PPS6; CROW Act; Securing the Future; 
Sustainable Communities Plan; Planning for a 
Sustainable Future; The London Plan; Accessible 
London SPG; PPG17; RBK Cycling Strategy; The 
Mayorôs Transport Strategy; RBK LIP; RBK draft 
Walking Strategy; SPG Sustainable design and 
construction; SPG Land for Transport functions 
 
 
 

Policies should ensure that new 
development provides a suitable 
mix of uses and layout is 
designed to reduce the need to 
travel.  Facilities and amenities 
should be accessible by different 
modes of sustainable transport. 

Population, 
Human health, 
air, climatic 
factors 

08 

Use of sustainably produced 
and local products and recycling 
products  
 

PPS1, PPS7, PPS10, 6
th 

Environmental Action 
Programme for the EU Community, PPS23, 
PPS22, Sustainable Communities Plan,  The 
Mayorôs Ambient Noise Strategy, The Mayorôs Air 
Quality Strategy, The Mayorôs Energy Strategy, The 

Policies should encourage the 
use of sustainably produced and 
local products.  

Material 
Assets, 
Climatic 
Factors 

15, 16 
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Theme relevant to SA/SEA of 
Royal Borough of Kingston 
Upon Thames LDF 

Source Implications for the LDF Main SEA 
Topic(s) 

Relationship to 
Final SA 
Objective  

Mayorôs Transport Strategy, Sustainable Design 
and Construction SPG, RBK Sustainable 
Construction SPG, RBK  LIP, RBK Community 
Strategy; The London Plan; Water Efficiency in 
New Buildings (consultation); An Environmental 
Vision 
 

Waste management European Spatial Development Perspective; 6th 
Environmental Action Programme for the EU 
Community; EU Framework Directive on Waste; EU 
Landfill Directive; PPS10, The London Plan: Spatial 
Development Strategy for Greater London ï 
Housing Provision Targets, Waste and Minerals 
Alterations; The Mayorôs Waste Strategy; RBK 
Waste Strategy and Implementation Plan; RBK 
Waste Strategy 4

th
 Implementation Plan April 2007 

ï March 2010; SPG Sustainable design and 
construction; SPG Industrial Capacity 
 
 

Policies to ensure that waste is 
reduced and recycled throughout 
the life cycle of new 
development. 

Material 
Assets, 
Climatic 
Factors, Soil, 
Landscape 

16 

Surface and ground waters and 
sustainable water resources 
management 

EU Water Framework Directive; EU Groundwater 
Daughter Directive; Future Water The 
Governmentôs water strategy for England; Water 
Efficiency in New Buildings (consultation); Thames 
Corridor Abstraction Management Strategy; 
Environmental Quality in Spatial Planning; An 
Environmental Vision; Water matters The Mayorôs 
Draft Water Strategy; The London Plan; Water Act; 
Water Resources Act; Making Space for Water; 
SPG Sustainable design and construction 
 

Policies to ensure that water 
quality and resource 
management is improved. 

Water, Climatic 
Factors  

12 

Risk of and from flooding PPS25 and companion guide, EU Water 
Framework Directive; EU Groundwater Daughter 
Directive; Future Water The Governmentôs water 
strategy for England; Water Efficiency in New 
Buildings (consultation); Thames Corridor 
Abstraction Management Strategy; Environmental 
Quality in Spatial Planning; An Environmental 

Policies to reduce the risk of and 
from flooding in new and existing 
development  
 

Water, Climatic 
Factors, 
Landscape 

11 
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Theme relevant to SA/SEA of 
Royal Borough of Kingston 
Upon Thames LDF 

Source Implications for the LDF Main SEA 
Topic(s) 

Relationship to 
Final SA 
Objective  

Vision; Water matters The Mayorôs Draft Water 
Strategy; The London Plan; Water Act; Water 
Resources Act; Making Space for Water; RBK 
Kingston Town Centre SFRA; SPG Sustainable 
design and construction; SPG East London Green 
Grid Framework 
 
 

Energy efficiency and 
renewable energy  

Energy Performance in Buildings Directive, 
Integrating renewable energy into new 
developments; PPS1, PPS Planning and Climate 
Change: Supplement to PPS1; PPS23, PPS22; 
PPS3; Securing the Future; Sustainable 
Communities Plan; Code for Sustainable Homes; 
Planning for a Sustainable Future; The Mayorôs 
Energy Strategy; The Mayorôs Transport Strategy; 
Sustainable Design and Construction SPG; RBK 
Sustainable Construction SPG; RBK  LIP; RBK 
Community Strategy; The London Plan; 
Environmental Quality in Spatial Planning; An 
Environmental Vision; Draft Climate Change Bill 
March 2007; Our Energy Future: creating a low 
carbon economy; Energy White Paper; The 
Mayorôs Climate Change Action Plan; Building a 
Green Future: Towards Zero Carbon Development 
(Consultation); CROW Act; RBK Cycling Strategy; 
RBK draft Walking Strategy 
 

Policies should promote the 
generation and use of renewable 
energy and ensure that new 
development is energy efficient. 
 
 

Climatic factors 15 

Soil resources and their quality European Spatial Development Perspective; 6
th 

Environmental Action Programme for the EU 
Community; European Nitrates Directive; The 
London Plan: Spatial Development Strategy for 
Greater London ï Housing Provision Targets; 
Waste and Minerals Alterations; Environmental 
Quality in Spatial Planning; An Environmental 
Vision 
 

Policies should ensure the 
conservation of soil resources, 
through protection from 
contamination, and seek to 
improve already contaminated 
soils through remediation.  

Soil 07 




