
 

Is someone elseôs child 

staying with you or is 
your child living with 

another family?  

Private fostering ñletõs talk about it 

What to do now  
You should contact us now if you are:  

already looking after someone 
elseôs child, or planning to, for 

more than 28 days  
have made arrangements for, or 

planning for, your child to be 
looked after by someone else for 

more than 28 days  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Information for families  

Private foster carers should 

make sure that the child or 
young person in their care:  

is safe and well cared for  

has good food to eat  
has clean, warm clothes  

has a proper bed to sleep in  
goes to school and does their 

homework  

sees the doctor if they need to  
visits the dentist regularly  

has a chance to make friends and 
enjoy sports and hobbies  

keeps in touch with their family  
is able to follow their religion and 

customs  

Things private foster carers 
canôt do:  

change the name of a child in their 
care  

change their school  
move a child to another family  

take a child to another part of the 

country  
take a child abroad without asking 

their parents first  
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If  you would like this document in another 

language or an alternative format such as large 

print or audio tape, please contact the councilôs 

helpline on 020 8547 5757.  

How to contact us:  
  

Safeguarding Team  
Royal Borough of Kingston upon Thames  

Guildhall 2  
High Street  

Kingston KT1 1EU  
  

Tel: 020 8547 6587  

 
Email: safeguarding@rbk.kingston.gov.uk  



 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

What is private fostering?  
 
If a child is under 16 (or 18 if they are disabled) and living with someone 
who is not their parent or close relative for 28 days or more, it is called 
private fostering. A close relative is a step -parent, a grandparent, a 
brother or sister or an aunt or uncle. It can also mean a legal guardian or 

someone with parental responsibility.  
It is not private fostering if the person looking after the child is an 
approved foster carer.  
Private foster carers can be a friend of the family or someone who has 
agreed to look after a child they do not know.  

Common private 
fostering arrangements 

could be:  
children living with a family 
friend due to parental divorce or 
separation  
young people staying with a 
friendôs family because of 
arguments at home  
children sent to this country 

from overseas for education or 
health care  
children of parents whose work 
or study arrangements require 
travel or anti -social hours  

children on extended holiday 
exchanges  

 
 

 
 
Why you must tell us  
 

The law says a childôs birth parents and 

the chosen carers must tell us about 
any private fostering arrangement.  

 
You have to do this as soon as 

arrangements for a child to stay for 28 
days or more have been made ðat least 

six weeks before the arrangement 
begins or within 48 hours of a move 

made in an emergency. You also have 
to let us know when the child moves on 

and give us details of who they are 
with, and where.  
 
What the council will do  
 
We will arrange for a social worker to 

speak to the childôs parents and 
make home visits to the private foster 

carer and the child. They will make sure 
the child or young person is safe and 

well looked after and that their needs 
are being met. They will also offer the 

private foster carer advice and support.  
 

If we feel an arrangement is unsuitable 

we will decide on what action to take to 
safeguard the childôs welfare. 

 


