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Magic in the Nursery 
 

Introduction  
 
Kingston Museum will be hosting a temporary exhibition from Tuesday 25 March until 
Saturday 31 May entitled óMagic in the Nurseryô. This is a touring exhibition from 
Graphicus Touring featuring approximately 40 illustrations from the nursery books of 
Walter Crane and Randolph Caldecott published in the 1870s and 1880s, with a 
smaller selection from Kate Greenaway. The exhibition is supported and enhanced 
with books, musical instruments and large format sing-a-long panels. 
 
Following recent Government plans for children to take part in more cultural activities 
we would be pleased to welcome you to the museum at any time; however we feel 
that this exhibition gives a unique opportunity for pupils to engage with a source of 
Victorian art work. 
 
In order to facilitate a visit to this exhibition we have produced a suggested range of 
activities that would link to the QCA scheme of work unit 11 What was it like for chil-
dren living in Victorian Britain? 
 
The focus of this teachers pack is Key Stage 2 History, but this exhibition also pre-
sents learning opportunities for the Key Stage 1 and foundation curriculums as well. 
The illustrations may be used as a discussion point for investigating the roles and pur-
pose of artists, or used together with the nursery rhymes of the time they can provide 
a resource in music or to enhance many areas of literacy. 
 
If you would like to arrange a visit to óMagic 

in the Nurseryô or require any further infor-

mation please contact the museum, details 

are shown below. 

Kingston Museum  

Wheatfield Way 

Kingston upon Thames 

KT1 2PS  

United Kingdom 

Telephone: +44 (0)20 8547 6460 

Email:  

kingston.museum@rbk.kingston.gov.uk   
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Magic in the Nursery 
 

National Curriculum Links  
 
The activities at the museum described in this teacherôs pack, along with suggested 
follow up activities have a number of direct links to the Key Stage 2 National Curricu-
lum. For your convenience these are listed hereé 
 
History  
 
Historical enquiry  
 
4) Pupils should be taught:  
 
A. How to find out about the events, people 

and changes studied from an appropriate 
range of sources of information, including 
ICT-based sources. 

B. To ask and answer questions, and to select 
and record information relevant to the focus 
of the enquiry. 

 
Victorian Britain or Britain since 1930  
 
11) Teachers can choose between a study of Victorian Britain or Britain since 1930.  
  
Victorian Britain 
 
A. A study of the impact of significant individuals, events and changes in work and 
 transport on the lives of men, women and children from different sections of  
 society. 
 
Art  
 
Breadth of Study  
 
5) During the key stage, pupils should be taught 
the Knowledge, skills and understanding 
through:  
 

D. Investigating art, craft and design in the lo-
cality and in a variety of genres, styles  and 
traditions [for example, in original and reproduc-
tion form, during visits to  museums, galleries 
and sites, on the internet]. 
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Magic in the Nursery 
 

Background Information for Teachers  
 
The Magic in the Nursery exhibition features the work of three prominent illustrators of 
childrenôs books from the Victorian era. These illustrators are Walter Crane, Randolph 
Caldecott and Kate Greenaway. 
 
Before these three artists rose to prominence, illustrated books were expensive to 
produce, and therefore childrenôs books were available only to the privileged few. 
However, Walter Crane began working with Edmund Evans, a Victorian wood en-
graver, who developed a mass production technique using woodblock printing which 
meant illustrated books could be produced more cheaply with larger print runs than 
previously during Victorian times. 
 
The collected work of the three artists on display in the Magic in the Nursery Exhibi-
tion provide a teacher of KS2 children visiting Kingston Museum a unique visual aid 
that provides insight into how Victorian children lived, dressed and played. For the 
benefit of the teacher, background information on each of the three artists has been 
provided on the following pages. 
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Magic in the Nursery 
 

Background Information for Teachers  
 
Walter Crane  
 
Crane was born in Liverpool in 1845 and died in 1915 at 
the age of 70.  He was an Arts and Crafts illustrator, and 
his father was also an artist. The Arts and Crafts move-
ment was an artistic movement that advocated a return to 
traditional methods of production as a reaction to 19th cen-
tury mechanisation.  
 
In 1851 the family moved to London, but sadly Craneôs fa-
ther died soon after.  Consequently Crane began an ap-
prenticeship with William Linton in his engraving shop.  
Through this work Crane was able to obtain commissions 
for illustrative work. 
 
During the 1860s and 1870s Crane was mainly working on childrenôs books, or toy 
books, and his reputation continued to grow.  Many of the stories that he illustrated 
were fairy tales.  His sister collected traditional fairy tales and translated them into 
English, while Walter produced the illustrations.  He was also very interested in cloth-
ing and costume and this is often a prominent feature in his illustrations.  His works 
were popular with both adults and children. 
 
Walter Crane's books (and also Caldecott's and Greenaway's) were produced using 
wood block printing.  The artist drew in pen and ink onto smooth-surfaced paper and 
the image was then transferred to wood blocks using photography.  Engravers would 
then carve the image into the blocks.  In total six blocks were used, enabling the use 
of six colour printing.  

 
 
Crane also produced many paintings and held ex-
hibitions in art galleries.  During his life he took a 
growing interest in politics and was a supporter of 
the socialist movement, and provided illustrations 
for journals and periodicals, as well as posters and 
cartoons for the campaigns. It was as a result of 
this that Crane became associated with William 
Morris and this style can be seen in many of his 
illustrations, and he also went on to produce tile 
and wallpaper designs. 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/a/a8/Walter_crane_small.jpg

