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I  

Learning and Children’s 
Services News 

    In this issue 

Director’s Update 
 
 

On 21st March 2006 the Children and Young 
People’s Plan was approved by the Executive.  
This means we now have an agreed shared 
agenda with all our partners for improving 
outcomes for children and young people up 
to 2010. The Plan is currently being printed 
and the published version, including a version 
for young people, will be available in early 
May. We can now move on to the                
implementation of our many ambitious       
priorities and targets.  I would like to thank 
everyone for their contributions to the Plan. It 
has involved wide consultation, and schools, 
children and young people, parents and    
carers, the PCT, the Hospital Trust, the Police 
and the voluntary sector have actively       
contributed to the Plan and will be key to its 
successful delivery.  
 
In September all of the services for children 
and young people in Kingston will be          
inspected as part of what is known as the 
Joint Area Review (JAR).  This is our            
opportunity to demonstrate how we are     
improving outcomes and developing new  
services and ways of doing things that make 
more of a difference to the lives of children, 
young people and their families. We will be 
working hard to prepare for the JAR, so that 
we do justice to all the good work that is    
taking place in Kingston. The process should 
challenge us and help us to be more          
effective, as well as enable us to find the best 
evidence for all we do to improve                
opportunities for children and young people.  
 
Since the last newsletter, Duncan Clark has 
joined us as the new Head of Children’s    
Services and Safeguarding.  Duncan is     
leading on major pieces of strategic work in  

 
 

 
 
 
 
our change for children agenda,  
including better services for disabled  
children and their families, children’s      
centres and the childcare strategy, new   
family support services, the work of ASKK in         
coordinating support for vulnerable children 
and young people, and the development of 
the Local Children’s Safeguarding Board. He 
will be helped by the appointment of a new 
Principal Manager for Looked After Children, 
Tim Wells, who will join us in June.  At the 
same time Grahame Snelling takes up his 
new role as the Strategic Manager of the 
newly integrated Youth Support Services.  As 
things continue to change there will be an 
updated version of the Learning and         
Children’s Services Directorate structure 
chart available on the intranet.  
 
Over the coming months we will be moving 
forward with the development of multi-
disciplinary teams to support the work of 
school clusters in meeting the needs of     
vulnerable children. We will also be working 
towards the closer integration of children’s 
health services into the Children’s Trust.    
Another key milestone before the summer is 
to launch the Integrated Children’s System 
which will transform the way we identify,    
record and communicate about children in 
need.   
  
Thank you for your on-going support and 
hard work and I hope we can continue to 
keep up the pace of our improvements with 
the same confidence and energy over the 
coming months.  
 
Patrick Leeson, Director of Learning and    
Children’s Services, 020 8547 5221  



Sexual health website 
launched at Valentine’s Ball 
A Valentine’s Ball on 14 February 
launched a new interactive website 
for young people on sexual health.  
The ball, held at the Works Nightclub 
in Kingston, is one of a series of  
evening events aimed at providing 
information for teenagers living in the 
borough.  
 

Kingston Council’s sexual health 
team were joined by representatives 
from Richmond, Sutton, Merton,  
Croydon and Wandsworth councils 
who launched their partnership    
website wwwgettingiton.org.uk.  The 
website provides information on all 
sexual health services across the 
partnership boroughs and includes 
an events and news section and an 
interactive virtual sexual health clinic.  
 

The website has been developed 
over the last three months with 
young people from across the    
partnership boroughs who have 
been consulted on the style, design 
and content. Information cards 
were given out on the night to     
promote the new website, which 
was displayed at the sexual   
health stand.  
Joanne Wilson, Teenage Pregnancy 
Co-ordinator, 020 8547 6143 
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Around the Services 

Tolworth and Surbiton Libraries   
Two events were held in December to tie in 
with the recent ‘Their Past,  Your Future’      
exhibition at Kingston Museum. On 8th         
December Tolworth Library was visited by a 
group known as CC41 who specialise in giving 
talks and demonstrations on all aspects of   
British life during the Second World War. There 
were 2 ticketed events which were both well 
received by the audiences. On 15th December, 
Surbiton Library was visited by two young    
ladies in 1940’s dress who talked to a class of     
children from St. Matthew’s School. They were 
fascinated by tales of the Second World War 
and what it was like to live and work then. 
There was also a display in the library of     
photographs of the local area taken at that 
time which was a great talking point for local 
residents. Irene Roberts, Kingston Libraries  
020 8547 6419 

Kick Into Reading     On 18th January Kingston Library once 
again teamed up with Fulham Football Club to hold an activity 
designed to draw young children into the library by  combining 
the themes of reading and football.  150 children from the 
Mount walked down to the library during the course of the day 
to hear some wonderful stories, play some reading games and 
rhymes on a football theme. Despite the long walk the children 
were mostly very enthusiastic and had a lot of fun. We are  
hoping to follow this up with another programme of events for 
next term. 
 
The Surbiton Art Start Project    Kingston Arts Youth Worker 
Melissa Bob-Amara has teamed up Kingston Libraries to run 
an art project for young people aged 11 upwards based at  
Surbiton library.  The project began with a free one-day Art 
Club at Surbiton Library Hall on Monday 13th February.  All the 
materials for the club are provided by the youth service, with 
the hall and some of the staffing being provided by the library 
service.  The project will be followed up with a series of after 
school Art Clubs on Tuesday afternoons. 
 
Youth Book Groups   Our Youth Book Groups at Coombe 
Girls, Holy Cross School and Surbiton Library have been    
working hard since September reading their way through the 
Kingston Youth Book Prize Long-list to be ready to vote for 
their short-list favourites by Easter.  Then the fun really begins 
as we open up the competition to all young people in the     
borough by asking them to read and vote for their favourite 
during the summer term.  
 

Kate Priestley, Youth Librarian, Kingston Libraries  
020 8547 6422 

Science Tricks at Kingston Library    
14 year old Olivia Kenyon celebrated  
Halloween with a difference at autumn half 
term by showing youngsters at Kingston    
Library the magic of science. Olivia, who is 
working to achieve her British Association of 
Young Scientists Gold Award, put on a variety 
of experiments for children to try, including  
finding iron in your healthy breakfast cereal 
and making Smarties change colour. Children 
also enjoyed an electronic quiz board that 
Olivia had designed and made, correct       
answers were 
rewarded with a 
light and wrong 
answers with a 
rude noise!    
Jane Richardson, 
Kingston Library  
020 8547 6422 
 

 
Olivia with 6 year old Joon Woo Jung and 7 

year old Yea Lee Jung 

The New Hook Centre  As some of your may have heard or 
seen, the old Hook Library and Community Centre is going 
through an exciting redevelopment. The original site was       
demolished to make way for a state of the art complex. The 
new centre will include a much bigger library, IT suite, Café, 
Creche, CAB, Community Hall and a Recording/Music Studio.  
We have space available for other organisations to come in 
and hold sessions. Please contact us to see the plans, discuss 
any issue, or to talk about using the facilities for your group. 
We look forward to hearing from you.  Michaela Newman,  
Hook  & Chessington Library,   020 8547 6482 


