HELP WITH FINDING OUT ABOUT LOCAL HISTORY
Wherever you live and in whatever type of property, the history of your locality can be a fascinating subject and as part of the National Curriculum now includes local studies, this fact sheet has been compiled to help you find your way through the maze of possible sources. The information is particularly intended for residents of the Royal Borough of Kingston on Thames but most of the suggested sources are applicable to searching for information on any place in England or Wales.
FIND OUT ABOUT YOUR HOUSE

Many people’s interest in local history is sparked by wanting to find out more about their house. Unless you know that the property was built after 1945, several generations of people will have lived there and the surrounding streets may have undergone radical changes. Your house may have stood when horses were the main mode of transporting people and goods, seen several generations of young men go off to war, and witnessed the huge revolution of women cutting their hair short and wearing skirts that showed their knees instead of ankle length dresses……..
Take a good look at the inside and outside of your house. If it has high ceilings in the rooms, picture rails round the walls, large fireplaces, and ornate brickwork and decoration on the outside, it may well be either Victorian or Edwardian. If you want to follow these clues or just find out more about your home, Kingston Libraries have several books on the topic. The following are two of the best

	AUTHOR
	TITLE
	BRANCH
	SHELF MARK

	Peter Bushell
	Tracing the History of Your House
	Kingston Library
	941.0072

	Brenda Greysmith
	Tracing the History of Your House
	Kingston,Hook and Chessington, New Malden,Old Malden Libraries
	728.0942


If you have never undertaken any local history research before, it is well worth reading one or two books on the subject before you start and again, the library is a good place to find some. The following is a selection of the many items available.

	AUTHOR
	TITLE
	BRANCH
	SHELF MARK

	
	English Local Studies Handbook
	KT
	941.0072 (reference only)

	Hindle,Brian
	Maps for Local Historians
	Kingston.New Malden,Old Malden, Surbiton and Tudor Drive
	941.0072

	Hoskins,W.G.
	Local History in England
	Surbiton and Tudor Drive
	941.0072

	Miller,Kate
	English Local History:An Introduction
	New Malden and Surbiton
	942.007

	
	Oxford Companion to Local and Family History
	Hook and Chessington
	929.1

	Oliver,George
	Photographs and Local History
	Kingston and Surbiton
	941.0072

	
	Record Repositories in Great Britain
	Kingston and Surbiton
	929.11 (reference only)

	Williams,Michael
	Researching Local History
	Old Malden and Surbiton
	941.0072


NEXT STEPS
Use your local library as your next port of call.Kingston Libraries like most others in the UK have a selection of general local history books which will give you some idea of what the Borough was like in previous centuries. Here is a list of some titles, but please bear in mind that holdings vary from branch to branch and that there are several more titles – check our catalogue to find out which they are.
	AUTHOR
	TITLE
	BRANCH
	SHELF MARK

	Bellars,Margaret
	Kingston Then and Now
	Hook,New Malden and Surbiton
	942.194 (New Malden reference only)

	Biden,W.D.
	History and Antiquities of the Ancient and Royal Town of Kingston
	Hook and Cheesington,Kingston,New Malden,Old Malden,Surbiton and Tudor Drive
	942.194

	
	‘Malden Old and New’
	Hook and Chessington,Kingston,New Malden,Old Malden and Surbiton
	942.194

(Hook and Chessington 942.21)

	McCormack,Anne
	Kingston:A Pictorial History’
	Hook and Chessington,Kingston,New Malden,Old Malden,Surbiton and Tudor Drive
	KT 914.21

NM 942.21

Others 942.194

	Merryweather,F
	Half a Century of Kingston History
	Hook and Chessington,Kingston, New Malden,Old Malden,Surbiton and Tudor Drive
	942.194

	Sampson,June
	All Change
	All branches
	942.194

	Sampson,June
	Kingston and Surbiton Old and New
	Kingston,New Malden,Old Malden, Surbiton and Tudor Drive
	942.194

	Sampson,June
	The Story of Kingston
	All branches
	942.1

	Ward,Patricia
	From Talworth Hamlet to Tolworth Tower
	Old Malden,Surbiton and Tolworth
	942.194

	
	Victoria County History of Surrey
	Kingston 
	942.194


SPECIALIST INFORMATION

Once you have looked at some of the general titles, its time to find out where you can view more specialist material such as street directories, local newspapers, maps, estate plans and photographs. Most councils and boroughs will have a centralised location for this material – it may be a record office, an archive or a local history library. In Kingston’s case, local records are held at the Local History Room There is a Local History Librarian and the Borough Archivist on hand to guide you to the most suitable material for your search. Please telephone in advance as places are limited and some stock may have to be got out of storage for you. The collection is extensive and covers the whole of  the existing Royal Borough.
LocalHistory Room

North Kingston Centre

Richmond Road

Kingston 

Surrey

KT2 5PE

020 8547 6738

http://www.kingston.gov.uk/leisure/museums/local_history_and_archives.htm
local.history@rbk.kingston.gov.uk
People researching the local history of the Borough of Kingston or the County of Surrey should also visit the Surrey History Service.Some records such as parish registers for the Borough of Kingston are held here rather than at Kingston’s Local History Room as most of the Borough was part of the County of Surrey prior to local government reorganisation in 1965. Again, please contact the Service before you visit as places are limited and some material may be in storage.

Surrey History Service

130 Goldsworth Road

Woking

Surrey

GU21 6ND

01483 518737

http://www.surreycc.gov.uk/surreyhistoryservice/
shs@surreycc.gov.uk
OTHER ONLINE RESOURCES

The following are a selection of the best web sites which can either teach you about undertaking local history research or provide online information.

Centre for Local Studies

Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences

Kingston University

Penrhyn Road

Kingston Libraries Surrey

KT1 2EE

020 8547 7359

http://fass.kingston.ac.uk/courses/postgraduate/courselist/taught/local_history/index.shtml
localhistory@kingston.ac.uk
Offers a 2 year long MA in Local History.Students have to attend classes for 2 evenings per week and there are some Saturday classes.

Oxford University Part-time Advanced Diploma in Local History

http://www.tall.ox.ac.uk/localhistory/
A one year distance learning course which is studied over the internet. The course is at the same level as the third year of an undergraduate degree.

British Association for Local History
B.A.L.H.

P.O.Box 6549

Somerset Herbert

Ashbourne

Derbyshire

DE6 5WH

01283 585947

http://www.balh.co.uk/index.htm
The web site for the UK’s major local history body.Offers information and an online shop.

Local History Magazine

http://www.local-history.co.uk/
Find out how you can subscribe to this long standing local history magazine.Find out too about local history courses and local societies amongst other topics.

National Archives

Ruskin Avenue

Kew

Richmond

Surrey

TW9 4DU

020 8876 3444

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk
enquiry@nationalarchives.gov.uk
The National Archives contain many documents useful to the local historian as well as lots of useful advice.
BECTA: the British Educational Communications and Technology Agency 
http://www.becta.org.uk/schools/contentsearch/ 
Offers a search facility for schools and educational resources for local History.

Old Maps

http://old-maps.co.uk/
Look at a selection of old maps for your locality free of charge.

Finding out about your area can be fun as well as informative, and you don’t need to travel long distances or buy expensive equipment to enjoy it.Why not have a go?

