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	ANNUAL REPORT OF THE KINGSTON UPON THAMES

STANDING ADVISORY COUNCIL FOR RELIGIOUS EDUCATION   [SACRE]
FOR THE ACADEMIC YEAR 2005-2006  (SEPTEMBER 2005 TO AUGUST 2006)


INTRODUCTION BY THE CHAIR OF THE SACRE,  MARIA JAMES

2005/06 has been another very busy year,  as we bring to a conclusion the review of the Agreed Syllabus, and plan ahead for our inter faith dialogue conference for local sixth formers.  
The conference, a joint project with the Kingston Inter Faith Forum, won grant funding in January from the Government’s ‘Faith Communities Capacity Building Fund’.   We were one of over 2000 applicants for the grant funding of which nearly 600 were successful.  A tremendous amount of hard work has been put into the bid (building up our links with the Inter Faith Forum) and the Working Group planning meetings are occasions for intense debate, creative enthusiasm and feverish activity.  One has only to look at the title for the Conference (Life, Death, War, Peace, Politics, Money, Sex, Values, Faith – Whatever….’) to see that the aim of the conference is not to shirk from discussing any of life’s big issues.  We hope that our local secondary schools will support us in this new initiative, which arose out of our concern to provide support for schools in delivering the statutory sixth form RE entitlement.  A co-opted member of the SACRE, Marilyn Mason, will liaise with schools to coordinate the conference. 
 Marilyn, who served on the National Framework Steering Group, recently retired as Education Officer of the British Humanist Association, so we felt we should mark the occasion by inviting her to deliver our 7th Annual Lecture.   Held at Chessington Community College (part of our efforts to build up links with schools in the south of the borough) in June, the lecture was entitled   ‘Can RE be relevant to the non-religious? and provided informed guidance on how schools might approach the recommendation in the National Framework for RE (and now incorporated in our Agreed Syllabus) to provide sensitively and inclusively for young people in our schools who have no formal attachment to religious beliefs and practices. The transcript of the lecture has been circulated to all schools which we hope might offer some helpful approaches.  We were very pleased that a number of colleagues from our schools were able to join us for this lecture, and also delighted to see again our former Chair, Gillian Wood, who was one of our visitors, as was Dr Mark Chater, the new RE Consultant Adviser to the QCA.

Dr Chater stayed for the meeting of the Agreed Syllabus Conference and SACRE which we held on the rising of the lecture - and it was  pleasing to receive, among a number of other compliments on our work, his description of the way in which we had consulted the National Framework during our Syllabus Review as  ‘exemplary’.   A report on the Review is included on page 3, but I would like to take this opportunity to thank all the schools who responded to our consultation in May with such thoughtful and well-informed comments.  We hope that the revised Syllabus, and the new supplementary guidance accompanying it, will be helpful for our colleagues in schools and reflect the quality of excellent teaching of RE in this borough.  
We have been pleased to welcome new members to the SACRE this year: Councillors Ian Reid and Yogan Yoganathan, Lisa Peirce of Holy Cross School representing the Archdiocese of Southwark, Simon Birch of the local Baha’i community, and Bob Shaw, of St Philip’s School.  I would like to end where I began last year by thanking the members of SACRE (and in particular the members of the Syllabus Review Working Group) for their loyal commitment during the year in supporting the development of RE in the borough.
MARIA JAMES

CHAIR

SACRE WEBSITE

The Kingston SACRE web page provides access to a variety of our documents including:

· RE Syllabus

· Databank of Places of Worship

· Transcript of Annual Lectures

· Access to the agenda and Minutes of SACRE meetings

· SACRE information leaflet and Parents’ Leaflet

· Annual Reports

· Collective Worship Determination Scheme

· RBK Self Evaluation guidance and AREIAC self evaluation toolkit

· Links to 10 key RE websites

View the website at: http://www.kingston.gov.uk/education/sacre.htm
STATEMENT BY THE DIRECTOR OF LEARNING AND CHILDREN’S SERVICES

The SACRE has during the year met its statutory requirements and added value to the development of RE in Kingston. 

In particular, I am pleased to report that the Executive has approved the proposed changes to the Agreed Syllabus which will be launched in January for implementation from September 2007. I would like to thank Maria James and other members of the Syllabus Review Working Group for leading the review process with such commitment.

The SACRE has worked hard during the year to build its links with the RE departments in Kingston schools: consulting on the Agreed Syllabus proposals and draft information strategy; monitoring Ofsted reports; and emailing information on RE events to schools on its e-list.
I am delighted that the SACRE and the Kingston Inter Faith Forum have won Government grant to provide an inter faith youth dialogue conference for sixth formers next February and hope very much that this will be supported by colleagues in schools as an exciting way to deliver the statutory RE entitlement to the borough’s sixth formers.

Patrick Leeson, Director of Learning and Children’s Services.

_________________________________
COMPLAINTS
The SACRE has not received any complaints on either the agreed syllabus or collective worship.


COLLECTIVE WORSHIP

There have been no requests for determinations (that is, to lift the statutory requirement that collective worship be wholly or mainly of a broadly Christian character).

RE EXAMINATION RESULTS

Details of results for each school can be found at Appendix C  
We are very pleased with the increase in GCSE entries (which reflects a national trend in RE) with a higher proportion (83%) than last year achieving A-C grades.  We are also pleased to see the achievement at GCE AS level by first year Post 16 students. 

We have expressed regret about the small number of our schools who have submitted few, if any, RE exam entries and we look forward to the development of RE at those schools in the future. 

REVISED SYLLABUS LAUNCH
On 31 January 2007 at 3.00pm in the King Charles Centre, Hollyfield Road, Surbiton,  the launch of the newly revised RE Agreed Syllabus will feature displays of students’ work,  music, dance and reflective poetry, the opportunity to meet with colleagues in the RE world over refreshments, and the presentation of complementary copies of the revised Syllabus in ring binders with discs of support  material.   By invitation only – invitations will be sent out in November.

MEETINGS OF THE SACRE 

The Kingston upon Thames SACRE met on three occasions between September 2005 and August 2006.  We continued our tradition of meeting in different schools and faith locations across the borough, (as well as in the Guildhall, Kingston), enjoying the hospitality this year of Chessington Community College and Eden Street United Reformed Church, Kingston.

The following topics were discussed:

· Annual Report for 2004/5 including school examination results

· Presentation by St Paul’s CE Junior School & Alexandra Infants School on RE and collective worship in their schools

· The review of the RE Agreed Syllabus

· Schools Self Evaluation and SACRE  Information Strategy

· Members’ reports on attending: 

- National Framework Roadshow 1/2/06

- NASACRE Conference 6/12/05 & AGM 4/5/06

- London SACRE Chairs’ meeting 20/3/06

· SACREs’ Self Evaluation
· Developing links with the Kingston Inter Faith Forum (IFF)
· Joint Conference with IFF for sixth formers

· Review of the Development Plan and
· Termly reviews of progress against the Development Plan
· Annual Public Lecture 2006

· The analysis of  ‘Section 5’ OFSTED reports 
· Updates on RBK Children & Young People’s Development Plan, the ‘Every Child Matters’ agenda and area cluster groups & multidisciplinary work.

Minutes and agendas of SACRE meetings can be found on the Kingston Council website at:

www.kingston.gov.uk/council_and_democracy.committeeminutes.htm
NATIONAL BODIES

We continued to be a member of the National Association of SACREs (NASACRE) and have benefited from their conferences, newsletters and other publications.   We have maintained contact with the Qualifications & Curriculum Authority (QCA. 

AGREED SYLLABUS REVIEW 

In May 2006, schools were consulted on detailed proposals for revisions to the RE Agreed Syllabus  based on findings from an initial consultation in 2005.  The Agreed Syllabus Conference on 28 June 2006 considered the views expressed by schools and agreed a final list of changes which were submitted to the Council’s Executive in October. 

The key changes include a reduction in content at Key Stage 2, by deferring work on Buddhism and Sikhism to Key Stage 3, and the development of Key Stage 3, with more flexibility and supporting resources (schemes of work for 14 of the units).  Excerpts from the National Framework for RE have been added, including guidance on the Foundation Stage, assessment of  learning, the contribution that RE can make to Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural development, and  the recommendation that there are opportunities for all pupils to study other religious traditions and secular philosophies such as humanism. 
For convenient reproduction and storage, the Syllabus will be produced on CD ROMS, as well as in hard copy in a binder format.  A launch event is being planned for 31 January 2007 for the revised Syllabus to be implemented in schools from September 2007

INTER FAITH AND COMMUNITY LINKS

A major initiative this year is to plan a joint sixth form conference with the Kingston Inter Faith Forum (IFF).  A joint working group has been established, chaired by a Vice Chair of the IFF, Reverend Stan Brown.  The working group has met twice and appointed a coordinator to liaise with schools.  A flier advertising the event, to be held on 28 February 2007, has been sent to all secondary schools in the borough.  The Conference entitled ‘Life, Death, War, Peace, Politics, Money, Sex, Values, Faith – Whatever…’ will have a multi faith panel and be chaired by Ed Davey MP.
We have maintained links with local places of worship to which we send our annual report and an invitation to the annual lecture, together with a form to update contact details for our databank of places of worship, for copies of which we have received requests from several outside agencies.
We look forward to our visit to Kingston Mosque which will be hosting our meeting on 14 March 2007.
APPENDIX A


MEMBERSHIP OF THE SACRE (September 2005 – August 2006)

Christian and Other Religious Denominations

Mrs Maria James (Chair)

Local Evangelical Churches


Mr Gerald Cohen 

Jewish Community


Mrs Beryl Mooney

Kingston and District Free Churches


Mr. Dayasharan Patel

The Hindu Community


Ms Lisa Peirce (from October 2005) 

Roman Catholic Church


Mr Gurmeet Narula Singh 

The Sikh Community


Mrs Hamida Syed 

The Muslim Community


The Church of England


Mrs Margaret Dean 

Diocese of Guildford


Mrs Cathy Davie

Southwark Diocesan Board of Education


Mrs Pauline Williams

Diocese of Southwark


Teachers' Associations


Miss Diana Brotherston 

Fern Hill Primary School


Ms Jennifer Rickards 

Malden Manor Primary & Nursery School


Mr Bob Shaw (from June 2006)

St Philip’s School


Ms Ellen Ziriat

Coombe Girls’ School

Local Education Authority

Councillor Dennis Doe 


Councillor Don Jordan (to May 2006)


Councillor Ian McDonald (Vice Chair) (to May 2006)

Councillor Ian Reid (from June 2006)


Councillor Yogan Yoganathan (from June 2006)


Co-opted Members


Mr Simon Birch (from March 2006)

local Baha’i community


Mrs E Jayne



Religious Society of Friends (Quakers)


Ms H Stephens



Schools Christian Worker 


Mrs M Mason



British Humanist Association


OFFICERS SUPPORTING THE SACRE 

During this academic year, the SACRE received professional advice from Colin Powell, Associate Headteacher & School Improvement Inspector, Directorate of Learning and Children’s Services,  Keith Field, Consultant RE Adviser,  and Jean Cousens, Democratic Support Officer.  

 DISTRIBUTION








APPENDIX B

	· SACRE Members 
	· NASACRE

	· Local places of worship on databank
	· Union of Muslim Organisations of UK

	· Governing Bodies & Headteachers
	· Board of Deputies of British Jews

	· Free Church Education Unit
	· Places of Worship (resource databank) 

	· British Evangelical Council
	· Dean of Education, Kingston University

	· Christian Education 
	· Institute of Tamil Culture

	· Network of Sikh Organisations
	· Roehampton Institute of HE

	· Kingston Racial Equality Council
	· Archdiocese of Southwark

	· BFSS, National RE Centre, Brunel University 
	· Executive Member, Children and Young People’s Services

	· Borough Deans 
	· Qualifications and Curriculum Authority


_______________________________________________________________________



APPENDIX C

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION EXAMINATION ACHIEVEMENTS

Post 16 studies completed in 2006  (2005 figures in brackets)
	End of Post 16 Studies 2006: achievements at GCE A Level 






(2005 Post 16 Students in brackets)

	School
	Entries
	A
	B
	C
	D
	E
	A-E

	Coombe Boys
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Coombe Girls
	4(12)
	2(3)
	0(4)
	2(1)
	0(4)
	
	4(12)

	Chessington CC
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Hollyfield
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Holy Cross
	12(7)
	4(0)
	3(4)
	3(1)
	2(2)
	
	12(7)

	Richard Challoner
	3(0)
	1(0)
	
	2(0)
	
	
	3(0)

	Southborough
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Tiffin
	(1)
	
	(1)
	
	
	
	(1)

	Tiffin Girls
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Tolworth Girls
	6(5)
	
	2(2)
	2(3)
	
	2(0)
	6(5)

	Total LEA
	25(25
	7(3)
	5(11)
	9(5)
	2(6)
	2(0)
	25(25)


	End of Post 16 Studies 2006: achievements at GCE AS Level 





(2005 Post 16 Students in brackets)

	School
	Entries
	A
	B
	C
	D
	E
	A-E

	Coombe Boys
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Coombe Girls
	8(11)
	 (1)
	1(2)
	3(3)
	1(2)
	1(2)
	6(10)

	Chessington CC
	1(0)
	
	
	
	
	
	0(0)

	Hollyfield
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Holy Cross
	(1)
	
	
	
	
	(1)
	(1)

	Richard Challoner
	1(1)
	
	 (1)
	
	1(0)
	
	1 (1)

	Southborough
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Tiffin
	 (1)
	
	
	(1)
	(0)
	
	(1)

	Tiffin Girls
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Tolworth Girls
	1(1)
	
	
	 (1)
	)
	
	 (1)

	Total LEA
	11(15)
	 (1)
	1(3)
	3(5)
	2(2)
	1(3)
	7(14)


Students in first year of Post 16 Studies: Achievement at GCE AS Level in 2006

	GCE AS Level : First Year of Post 16 Studies 2006

	School
	Entries
	A
	B
	C
	D
	E
	A-E

	Coombe Boys
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Coombe Girls
	14
	5
	2
	3
	3
	
	13

	Chessington CC
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Hollyfield
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Holy Cross
	9
	4
	2
	
	1
	1
	8

	Richard Challoner
	3
	3
	
	
	
	
	3

	Southborough
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Tiffin
	36
	11
	17
	7
	
	
	35

	Tiffin Girls
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Tolworth Girls
	13
	2
	3
	4
	4
	
	13

	Total LEA
	75
	25
	24
	14
	8
	1
	72


Key Stage 4 studies completed in 2006 
(provisional) 
  (2005 figures shown in brackets).
	GCSE full course

	School
	Entries
	A*
	A
	B
	C
	D
	E
	F
	G
	U
	A*-C
	A*-G

	Coombe Boys
	1(0)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1
	0
	0

	Coombe Girls
	17 (0)
	2 (0)
	10 (0)
	 1  (0)
	3 (0)
	(0)
	1(0)
	(0)
	(0)
	
	16 (0)
	17 (0)

	Chessington CC
	13 (0)
	
	 1  (0)
	10 (0)
	
	2
	
	
	
	
	11 (0)
	13 (0)

	Hollyfield
	2 (0)
	
	
	
	2 (0)
	
	
	
	
	
	2   (0)
	2 (0)

	Holy Cross
	114(116)
	3 (5)
	16(21)
	35(32)
	30(37)
	22(14)
	7(7)
	
	
	
	85 (94)
	114(116)

	Richard Challoner
	104(100)
	5 (1)
	20(12)
	43(28)
	22(25)
	5(29)
	5(1)
	4(2)
	0(1)
	0(1)
	90 (66)
	104(99)

	Southborough
	0 (0)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Tiffin
	22 (15)
	6(2)
	7(8)
	7(3)
	2(2)
	
	
	
	
	
	22 (15)
	22 (15)

	Tiffin Girls
	0 (2)
	  (1)
	 (1)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 0    (2)
	0 (2)

	Tolworth Girls
	16(16)
	2(1)
	6(7)
	3(4)
	3(1)
	2(3)
	
	
	
	
	14 (13)
	16(16)

	Total LEA
	289(249)
	18(10)
	61(49)
	99(67)
	62(65)
	31(46)
	13(8)
	4(2)
	0(1)
	1(1)
	240(191)
	288(248)


	GCSE short course

	School
	Entries
	A*
	A
	B
	C
	D
	E
	F
	G
	A*-C
	A*-G

	Coombe Boys
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Coombe Girls
	79(60)
	4(2)
	16(18)
	18(18)
	18(12)
	11(7)
	6(3)
	6
	
	56(50)
	79(60)

	Chessington CC
	12(13)
	
	 (0)
	1(1)
	4(6)
	3(5)
	3(0)
	1 (1)
	
	5(7)
	12(12)

	Hollyfield
	176(137)
	8(6)
	28(14)
	37(26)
	42(32)
	19(21)
	20(21)
	15(6)
	6(9)
	115(78)
	175(135)

	Holy Cross
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Richard Challoner
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Southborough
	24(61)
	0(6)
	0(10)
	5(17)
	5(20)
	6(6)
	6(2)
	1 (0)
	1(0)
	10(53)
	24(61)

	Tiffin
	123(126)
	16(48)
	35(49)
	53(25)
	15(3)
	4(1)
	
	
	
	119(125)
	123(126)

	Tiffin Girls
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Tolworth Girls
	1(0)
	
	
	1 (0)
	
	
	
	
	
	1 (0)
	1 (0)

	Total LEA
	414(397)
	28(62)
	79(91)
	114(87)
	84(73)
	43(40)
	35(26)
	23(7)
	7(9)
	306(313
	414(395)


	Pre GCSE Course: Entry Level Qualification  Band C 
(a pre GCSE course)

	School
	Entries
	3
	2
	1

	Holy Cross
	24(16)
	15(10)
	9(4)
	(2)

	Richard Challoner
	10(11)
	10(8)
	(3)
	

	Total
	34(26)
	25(18)
	9(7)
	0(2)


	Total Yr 11


	1549  (provisional)   
(1480)

	Total taking RE Course


	738


(673)

	% taking RE course


	47.6% 


(45%)


· For Key Stage 4 studies, examinations are mostly taken at the end of Year 11, but some pupils take a short course in Year 10 and these results are held over for reporting until the end of the Year 11.

· For Post 16 Studies, examinations are reported at the end of the time of study. 

If a student who has taken an RE AS level in Year 12 does not continue with the subject for a further year to complete the full A level course in RE (but does stay on to complete A levels in other subjects), the results of the student’s RE AS level taken in Year 12 will be held over and reported at the end of the student’s Post 16 Studies. 
