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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE KINGSTON UPON THAMES

STANDING ADVISORY COUNCIL FOR RELIGIOUS EDUCATION [SACRE]

FOR THE ACADEMIC YEAR 2004-2005 (SEPTEMBER 2004 TO AUGUST 2005)
INTRODUCTION BY THE SACRE CHAIR, MARIA JAMES

2004/05 has been a year of changes for the SACRE which has still maintained ‘business as usual’ at a time of major developments for RE nationally and locally, and for this, I would like to thank the members of SACRE (ref Appendix A), many of whom have served, with dedication and enthusiasm, over a number of  years now;  particular thanks to the Syllabus Review Working Group members for their sterling commitment.  

 I have greatly enjoyed my first year as chair of the SACRE, following Gillian Wood’s retirement in June last year.  We have seen new faces at SACRE meetings: Gurmeet Narula Singh (representing the Sikh community) and Jennifer Rickards (filling our teacher vacancy) joined us formally in March 2005.  Keith Field, from the Surrey County Council RE consultancy 4S, took over from Roger Butler as our RE Consultant and provided valuable advice to us for our Agreed Syllabus review working group meetings in December 2004 and March 2005.   The former Education and Leisure Services Directorate has itself been subject to major change following its integration with children’s social services to create the new Learning and Children’s Services Directorate in response to the Children’s Act 2004.  Nick Whitfield, Directorate Head of School Improvement, took over in October from David Gosling as our ‘LEA’ adviser and this role then passed in March to Colin Powell, Associate Headteacher, who we hope will now be with us for the full period of his two-year secondment.  Our new clerk, Jean Cousens, took over the role which Marian Morrison performed so well last year.

A highlight for me of the year was welcoming Graham Langtree, RE Consultant Adviser to the QCA, to the Christ Church Centre, New Malden, to present our annual lecture on Future Developments for RE.  Those of us who have heard Graham before knew that we were in for a treat - and he did not disappoint, bringing his inimitable humour, classroom anecdotes, and passion for good quality RE to the occasion – a taste of this can be gained from the transcript of his lecture on our website.

The Review of our Agreed Syllabus for Religious Education has been at the forefront of our attention this year.  We formally considered the progress of the Review at our Agreed Syllabus Conference meeting in March.  Our timetable is to draft and consult on proposals by next summer, finalise the documentation for local authority approval and launch to schools in November 2006, for implementation in September 2007.  You will see, from the article below on the National Framework for RE, that during this Review we have been keeping a close eye on national developments in RE, as well as trying to maintain as close a relationship as we can with our RE departments and teachers through consultation and communications.  
I am looking forward to another busy year working with colleagues across the borough to promote excellence in RE in Kingston schools.

MARIA JAMES

CHAIR

SACRE WEBSITE

The Kingston SACRE web page provides access to a variety of our documents including:

· RE Syllabus

· Databank of Places of Worship

· Transcript of Annual Lectures

· Access to the agenda and Minutes of SACRE meetings

· SACRE information leaflet

· Parents’ Leaflet

· Annual Reports

· Collective Worship Determination Scheme

View the website at: http://www.kingston.gov.uk/education/sacre.htm
STATEMENT BY THE DIRECTOR OF LEARNING AND CHILDREN’S SERVICES

The SACRE has during the year met its statutory requirements and added value to the development of RE in Kingston. 

The SACRE continues to work to build its links with the RE departments in the borough’s schools and I hope this year will achieve progress in extending its communications to school governing bodies.  

It seems no time since 2001 when we launched our revised Agreed Syllabus.  Since the law requires that every five years the Syllabus Conference must decide whether a syllabus review is needed, consultations have been undertaken and resources allocated to support any revisions.  I would like to thank Maria James and other members of the Review Working Group for leading this process.

At a time when it is critical to educate our young people in tolerance and understanding, to live successfully  in our diverse and multicultural society, the links which the SACRE is developing with the Kingston Inter Faith Forum will, I am sure,  result in exciting educational initiatives in our schools.

Patrick Leeson, Director of Learning and Children’s Services.

_________________________________
COMPLAINTS
The SACRE has not received any complaints on either the agreed syllabus or collective worship.

COLLECTIVE WORSHIP

There have been no requests for determinations (that is, to lift the statutory requirement that collective worship be wholly or mainly of a broadly Christian character).

RE EXAMINATION RESULTS

We are generally pleased with the uptake of the RE and RS short course at GCSE, we note the increase in numbers from last year and hoped that this will continue to grow.  Details of results for each school can be found at Appendix C.  

We have expressed regret that one of our schools did not submit any RE exam entries and we look forward to the development of RE at that school in the future. 

SACRE’S  ANNUAL PUBLIC LECTURES

For our 6th annual public lecture in March Graham Langtree (who steered through the National Framework at the QCA) brought to life, with warmth and wit, the topic of ‘Future Developments in RE’.  A transcript of the lecture is available on the SACRE website.

Next year’s lecture will given by Marilyn Mason, Education Officer of the British Humanist Association and member of the National Framework for RE Steering Group.  This is provisionally scheduled to be held on 28 June 2006 at Chessington Community College, Garrison Lane, Chessington.


MEETINGS OF THE SACRE 

The Kingston upon Thames SACRE met on four occasions between September 2004 and August 2005.  We continued our tradition of meeting in different schools and faith locations across the borough, (as well as at the Guildhall, Kingston) enjoying the hospitality this year of the Christ Church Centre, New Malden, and Malden Manor Primary & Nursery School.

The following topics were discussed:

· The review of the RE Agreed Syllabus

· The non statutory National Framework for RE

· QCA Annual SACRE Conference 2004

· OFSTED Evaluation of the work of SACREs

· SACREs’ Self Evaluation 

· Review of the Development Plan

· The analysis of OFSTED reports from Inspections in the Borough 

· Follow up with headteachers where OFSTED reports indicated shortcomings on RE

· Annual Report for 2003/4 including school examination results

· Information Packs for Places of Worship

· Developing links with the Kingston Interfaith Forum 

· Annual Public Lectures

· SACRE web page 

· Reviews of progress with the Development Plan, including

· links with Heads of RE and RE coordinators

· speakers from faith communities for schools

· training opportunities
Minutes and agendas of SACRE meetings can be found on the Kingston Council website at:

www.kingston.gov.uk/council_and_democracy.committeeminutes.htm
NATIONAL BODIES

We continued to be a member of the National Association of SACREs (NASACRE) and have benefited from their conferences, newsletters and other publications.   We have maintained contact with the Qualifications & Curriculum Authority (QCA) and the Professional Council for RE. 

THE NATIONAL FRAMEWORK FOR RE 

The Chair attended the launch of the National Framework for RE in October 2004 in Kensington and reported on this to our March meeting.  Charles Clarke, the then Secretary of State for Education, was at the launch to give his full support to the Framework which was described by the QCA’s Chief Executive as ‘the most significant landmark in the development of RE’.  

The SACRE’s Syllabus Review Working Group in March 2005 considered the implications of the Framework for RBK’s Agreed Syllabus, and Diana Brotherston, a Working Group member, subsequently presented the syllabus review findings, to date, to a meeting of the Headteachers’ Partnership in April.  A letter was then sent to all Headteachers and Heads of RE in April 2005 explaining the significance of the National Framework and how it could be accessed by schools.    

Our annual lecturers for 2005 and 2006 have both been closely involved in the development of the National Framework.  

INTERFAITH AND COMMUNITY LINKS

We recognise that this is a critical time for developing strong bonds between our faith communities nationally and locally.  A presentation was given to the Kingston Inter Faith Forum in April on the role of the SACRE, explaining the contents of the RE Syllabus in Kingston and referring to other ways in which the SACRE tries to contribute to the understanding and links between faith communities and schools in the borough. 

We regularly receive reports on the exciting progress of the Inter Faith Forum and we are hoping to plan with the Forum a joint conference for Year 11-13 students.

 In October we mailed to over 40 places of worship in the borough an information pack to support school visits. The pack included information about Kingston’s RE syllabus, tips on hosting school visits, a booklet for faith speakers visiting schools and an updated copy of our databank of places of worship. 

APPENDIX A


MEMBERSHIP OF THE SACRE

Christian and Other Religious Denominations

Mr Gerald Cohen 

Jewish Community


Mrs Andrea Waugh-Lucas 

Roman Catholic Church


Mrs Maria James (Chair)

Local Evangelical Churches


Mr Gurmeet Narula Singh (from Mar 05)
The Sikh Community


Mr. Dayasharan Patel

The Hindu Community


Mrs Hamida Syed 

The Muslim Community


Mrs Beryl Mooney

Kingston and District Free Churches


The Church of England


Mrs Margaret Dean 

Diocese of Guildford


Mrs Pauline Williams

Diocese of Southwark


Mrs Cathy Davie

Southwark Diocesan Board of Education


Teachers' Associations


Miss Diana Brotherston 

Fern Hill Primary School


Ms Ellen Ziriat

Coombe Girls’ School



Mr John Murfitt (to June 05)

Bedelsford School


Ms Jennifer Rickards (from Mar 05)

Malden Manor Primary & Nursery School

Local Education Authority


Councillor Dennis Doe 


Councillor Ian McDonald (Vice Chair)


Councillor Don Jordan


Co-opted Members


Mrs E Jayne



Religious Society of Friends (Quakers)


Ms H Stephens



Schools Christian Worker 


Mrs M Mason



British Humanist Association


OFFICERS SUPPORTING THE SACRE 

During this academic year, the SACRE received professional advice from Nick Whitfield, Directorate Head of School Improvement, Keith Field, consultant RE adviser, and Colin Powell, Associate Headteacher, seconded to the Directorate of Learning and Children’s Services.   Jean Cousens, Democratic Support Officer, was the Clerk to SACRE for 2004-05.  
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APPENDIX B

	· SACRE Members 
	· NASACRE

	· Children, Youth and Culture Overview Panel 
	· Union of Muslim Organisations of UK

	· Governing Bodies & Headteachers
	· Board of Deputies of British Jews

	· Free Church Education Unit
	· Places of Worship (resource databank) 

	· British Evangelical Council
	· Dean of Education, Kingston University

	· Christian Education 
	· Institute of Tamil Culture

	· Network of Sikh Organisations
	· Roehampton Institute of HE

	· Kingston Racial Equality Council
	· Archdiocese of Southwark

	· BFSS, National RE Centre, Brunel University 
	· Executive Member, Young People and Life long learning

	· Borough Deans 
	· Qualifications and Curriculum Authority


_______________________________________________________________________



APPENDIX C

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION EXAM RESULTS 2005 (AND 2004)

The following tables show provisional 2005 results (2004 in brackets)

	GCE A’Level

	School
	Entries
	A
	B
	C
	D
	E
	A-E

	Beverley
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Coombe Girls
	11(11)
	3(2)
	3(2)
	1
	4(3)
	
	11(11)

	Chessington CC
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Hollyfield
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Holy Cross
	5(1)
	(1)
	4
	1
	
	
	5(1)

	Richard Challoner
	(4)
	(4)
	
	
	
	
	(4)

	Southborough
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Tiffin
	1
	
	1
	
	
	
	1

	Tiffin Girls
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Tolworth Girls
	5(5)
	
	2(1)
	3(2)
	(2)
	
	5(5)

	Total LEA
	22(21)
	3(7)
	10(3)
	5(2)
	4(5)
	(4)
	22(21)


	GCE AS Level

	School
	Entries
	A
	B
	C
	D
	E
	A-E

	Beverley
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Coombe Girls
	21(24)
	3(5)
	2(4)
	6(8)
	2(3)
	4(2)
	17(22)

	Chessington CC
	(1)
	
	
	(1)
	
	
	

	Hollyfield
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Holy Cross
	12(8)
	5
	3(4)
	2(1)
	1(2)
	1(1)
	12(8)

	Richard Challoner
	6(1)
	1
	2(1)
	2
	
	
	6(1)

	Southborough
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Tiffin
	(2)
	
	
	(1)
	1(1)
	
	(2)

	Tiffin Girls
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Tolworth Girls
	8(8)
	(1)
	3(4)
	1(3)
	1
	2
	7(8)

	Total LEA
	47(44)
	9(6)
	10(13)
	(14)
	5(6)
	7(3)
	42(41)


	GCSE  full course
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	School
	Entries
	A*
	A
	B
	C
	D
	E
	F
	G
	A*-C
	A*-G

	Beverley
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Coombe Girls
	(32)
	(7)
	(12)
	(11)
	(2)
	
	
	
	
	(32)
	(32)

	Chessington CC
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Hollyfield
	(4)
	
	(1)
	
	
	(1)
	
	
	
	(1)
	

	Holy Cross
	113

(108)
	5(25)
	20(22)
	32(32)
	37(21)
	13(7)
	6(1)
	
	
	94

(100)
	113

 (108)

	Richard Challoner
	100

(111)
	1(1)
	12(3)
	28(26)
	25(45)
	29(23)
	1(5)
	2(4)
	1(3)
	66

(75)
	99

(110)

	South

borough
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Tiffin
	15(3)
	2(1)
	8(2)
	3
	2
	
	
	
	
	15(3)
	15(3)

	Tiffin Girls
	2(1)
	1
	1(1)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	2(1)
	2(1)

	Tolworth Girls
	16

(22)
	1(2)
	7(2)
	4(4)
	1(7)
	3(3)
	(1)
	(3)
	
	13

(15)
	16

(22)

	Total LEA
	246

(281)
	10(36)
	48(43)
	67(73)
	65(75)
	45(34)
	7(7)
	2(7)
	1(3)
	190

(227)
	245

(278)


	GCSE  short course
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	School
	Entries
	A*
	A
	B
	C
	D
	E
	F
	G
	A*-C
	A*-G

	Beverley
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Coombe Girls
	63

(23)
	2(1)
	18

(5)
	18

(5)
	12

(4)
	7(2)
	3(2)
	
	
	50

(15)
	60

(19)

	Chessington CC
	13

(21)
	
	(2)
	1(4)
	6(9)
	5(3)
	(2)
	1

(1)
	
	7(15)
	13

(21)

	Hollyfield
	148

(136)
	6(2)
	14

(14)
	26

(17)
	32

(28)
	21

(19)
	21

(22)
	6

(24)
	9(7)
	78

(61)
	135

(133)

	Holy Cross
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Richard Challoner
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	South

borough
	60

(38)
	6(1)
	10
	17

(3)
	19

(8)
	6(6)
	2(12)
	(3)
	(4)
	52

(12)
	60

(37)

	Tiffin
	126

(142)
	48

(63)
	49

(46)
	25

(28)
	3(4)
	1(1)
	
	
	
	125

(141)
	126

(142)

	Tiffin Girls
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Tolworth Girls
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total LEA
	410

(360)
	62

(67)
	91

(61)
	97

(50)
	72

(43)
	40

(28)
	26

(37)
	7

(27)
	9

(11)
	312

(220)
	394

(323)


	Total Yr 11


	1480 provisional (1451)

	Total taking RE Course


	656 (641)

	% taking RE course


	44.3% (43%)
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