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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE KINGSTON UPON THAMES

STANDING ADVISORY COUNCIL FOR RELIGIOUS EDUCATION [SACRE]

FOR THE ACADEMIC YEAR 2003-2004 (SEPTEMBER 2003 TO AUGUST 2004)
INTRODUCTION BY THE SACRE CHAIR, MARIA JAMES

I am delighted to present my first report as newly appointed Chair of the SACRE following Gillian Wood’s retirement at the June 2004 Meeting.  

The SACRE was very sorry to see Gillian leave after such a long involvement.  She joined the SACRE in June 1997 and was appointed Chair the following year.  Gillian has been a wonderful driving force for us and the SACRE has made considerable progress under her direction and with her knowledge and expertise.  Achievements during this time have included the development of the Databank, a range of information leaflets, a structured approach to the programme of work including work with schools, critical evaluation of Ofsted reports and identification of key speakers for annual lectures.

Both Gillian and I are pleased to report that the work of our SACRE has continued to move forward during the past year.  We continued with our annual lecture programme in March 2004 which was given by Paul Seto on the Buddhist faith and arrangements have been made for Graham Langtree from the QCA to speak to us in March 2005. Work has also been undertaken on developing a leaflet for Places of Worship Hosting School Visits and the Databank has been updated.  The RE consultant has continued to support and encourage teachers and has worked very closely with Primary schools during the past year.

Other membership changes have included the retirement of Mrs. Baldev Kaur Chana who has represented the Sikh Community since November 2000 and we welcome Mr Gurmeet Singh as the new representative from October 2004.  John Murfitt, Headteacher of Bedelsford School, has agreed to join as a teacher representative, leaving just one teacher vacancy on the Council.  (Details of membership can be found at Appendix A). We also said farewell in June to David Gosling, Assistant Director of Education and Leisure Services, and to Roger Butler, RE Consultant, and we are very grateful for their hard work, advice and support.  We welcome Keith Field from Hillingdon LEA who will be our new RE Consultant, who hopes to join us for our March meeting.  Our thanks to Marian Morrison, Clerk to the SACRE, who serviced our meetings in 2003-04 with such commitment and enthusiasm. 

I am looking forward to the opportunities which lie ahead in the coming months.  These will include consideration of the implications of the new non-statutory National Framework for Religious Education which is anticipated this autumn and the imminent establishment of a working party to review the Agreed Syllabus.

 Maria James

SACRE WEBSITE

The Kingston SACRE web page provides access to a variety of our documents including:

· RE Syllabus

· Databank of Places of Worship

· Transcript of Annual Lectures

· Access to the agenda and Minutes of SACRE meetings

· SACRE information leaflet

· Parents’ Leaflet

· Annual Reports

· Collective Worship Determination Scheme

View the website at: http://www.kingston.gov.uk/education/sacre.htm
STATEMENT BY THE DIRECTOR OF EDUCATION & LEISURE SERVICES

The SACRE has continued to meet its statutory requirements and add value to the development of RE in Kingston schools. 

I am particularly pleased to see the improving communication links between SACRE and RE staff in schools and hope that similar links can be forged with Governing Bodies in the coming months. 

The programme of annual lectures continues to be successful and I welcome Graham Langtree sharing his knowledge and expertise with us in March 2005. 

Finally, I would like to offer my personal thanks and gratitude to Gillian Wood, retiring Chair, for her considerable achievements and dedication during her time with SACRE.  We wish her all the best for the future.

Patrick Leeson, Director of Education and Leisure Services.

_________________________________
RE EXAMINATION RESULTS

We are generally pleased with the uptake of the RE short course at GCSE and it is hoped that this will continue to grow. Details of results for each school can be found at Appendix C.
We have expressed our concern that one of our schools did not submit any RE exam entries. Discussions will continue between the LEA and the School on this.  

COLLECTIVE WORSHIP

The SACRE invited a headteacher to come and talk about issues relating to fulfilling Collective Worship requirements.  This is a matter that the SACRE will continue to monitor.  

There have been no requests for determinations (lifting the statutory requirement that collective worship be wholly or mainly of a broadly Christian character).
SACRE’S  ANNUAL PUBLIC LECTURES

The 5th annual public lecture took place in March 2004 and was given by Paul Seto, Director of The Buddhist Society on “Buddhism within the Religious Education Syllabus”

We hope to have a copy of the text of the lecture available on the SACRE website soon.

Next year’s lecture on “Future Developments in RE” will given by Graham Langtree, Consultant for RE at the Qualifications and Curriculum Authority, on 3 March 2005 at the Christ Church Centre, Coombe Road, New Malden at 6.30 pm.


MEETINGS OF THE SACRE 

The Kingston upon Thames SACRE met on three occasions (once per school term) between September 2003 and August 2004.  Attendance at the meetings continued to be very good.

The following topics were discussed:

· The analysis of OFSTED reports from Inspections in the Borough 

· Follow up with headteachers where OFSTED reports indicated shortcomings on RE

· Guidance from OFSTED on RE Governance

· OFSTED Subject Reports for RE & distribution to RE teachers

· Annual Report for 2002

· Qualifications & Curriculum Authority’s (QCA) Analysis of 2002 SACRE Reports

· Update of Data Bank of places of worship

· NASACRE/QCA publications

· Response to QCA Consultation on the Draft National Framework for RE

· Links with the Inter Faith Forum

· Annual Public Lectures

· SACRE web page 

· SACRE Link Members with Governing Bodies

· Reviews of progress with the Development Plan, including

· Citizenship and PHSE 

· Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural matters

· Scheme of Work for the RE Syllabus 

· Collective worship

· Training opportunities
· OFSTED inspection of SACREs & LEAs
COMPLAINTS
The SACRE has not received any complaints on either the agreed syllabus or collective worship.

NATIONAL BODIES

We continued to be a member of the National Association of SACREs and have benefited from their conferences, newsletters and other publications.  

We also continue to receive and distribute QCA documents which we have found to be most helpful.

DRAFT NON-STATUTORY NATIONAL FRAMEWORK FOR RE

This was published for consultation by the QCA during the early summer and the SACRE has responded to the consultation.  The purpose of the National Framework will be to provide guidance for the development of Locally Agreed Syllabuses for RE.  The SACRE will consider the implications of the National Framework once it has been published in its final form.

RELATIONSHIPS WITH THE COMMUNITY

We have continued to hold meetings at different locations and this year we visited the United Reformed Church, New Malden, and Fern Hill Primary School, as well as the Guildhall.

The Resource Databank which lists all Places of Worship in the LEA area has been updated.  This provides a resource for schools, who can choose a place of worship to visit as part of their studies and invite guest speakers to their school.  This assists not only RE lessons, but also School Assemblies.  The databank is available on the SACRE’s Website.

ENCOURAGING SCHOOL VISITS TO PLACES OF WORSHIP

The SACRE has developed a leaflet for places of worship offering visits to schools.  Both the Schools and SACRE are very grateful for opportunities to visit places of worship as part of Religious Education.  The leaflet provides some helpful and practical hints on hosting a school visit.

It is available on the SACRE webpage and can also be obtained by contacting Jean Cousens, the Clerk to the SACRE on 020 8547 5023.

APPENDIX A


MEMBERSHIP OF THE SACRE

Christian and Other Religious Denominations

Mr Gerald Cohen 

Jewish Community


Mrs Andrea Waugh-Lucas 

Roman Catholic Church


Mrs Maria James 

Local Evangelical Churches


Mrs Baldev Kaur Chana (to March 04)

The Sikh Community


Mr. Dayasharan Patel

The Hindu Community


Mrs Hamida Syed 

The Muslim Community


Miss Gillian Wood (to June 04)

Kingston and District Free Churches


The Church of England


Mrs Margaret Dean 

Diocese of Guildford


Mrs Pauline Williams

Diocese of Southwark


Mrs Cathy Davie (from Nov 03)

Southwark Diocesan Board of Education


Teachers' Associations


Miss Diana Brotherston 

Fern Hill Primary School


Ms Ellen Ziriat

Coombe Girls’ School



Mr John Murfitt (from June 04)

Bedelsford School


VACANCY

Local Education Authority


Councillor Dennis Doe 


Councillor Ian McDonald


Councillor Don Jordan


Co-opted Members


Mrs E Jayne



Religious Society of Friends (Quakers)


Ms H Stephens



Schools Christian Worker 


Mrs M Mason



British Humanist Association


OFFICERS SUPPORTING THE SACRE 

During this academic year the SACRE received professional advice from Patrick Leeson, Director of Education and Leisure and from Roger Butler, RE consultant, Janet Martin, Senior Inspector, Education and David Gosling, Assistant Director of Education and Leisure. 

Marian Morrison, Committee Secretary was the Clerk to SACRE for 2003-04.  The role has now passed to Jean Cousens.

 DISTRIBUTION








APPENDIX B

	· SACRE Members 
	· NASACRE

	· Children, Youth and Culture Overview Panel 
	· Union of Muslim Organisations of UK

	· Governing Bodies & Headteachers
	· Board of Deputies of British Jews

	· Free Church Education Unit
	· Places of Worship (resource databank) 

	· British Evangelical Council
	· Dean of Education, Kingston University

	· Christian Education 
	· Institute of Tamil Culture

	· Network of Sikh Organisations
	· Roehampton Institute of HE

	· Kingston Racial Equality Council
	· Archdiocese of Southwark

	· BFSS, National RE Centre, Brunel University 
	· Executive Member, Young People and Life long learning

	· Borough Deans 
	· Qualifications and Curriculum Authority


_______________________________________________________________________

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION EXAM RESULTS 2004 (AND 2003)

APPENDIX C

The following tables show 2004 results and those for 2003 are given in brackets.

	GCE A New

	School
	Entries
	A
	B
	C
	D
	E
	F
	Total

	Beverley
	   
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Coombe
	11 (9)
	2 (1)
	2
	(1)
	3 (3)
	4 (4)
	
	11 (9)

	Chessington CC
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	   

	Hollyfield
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	   

	Holy Cross
	1 (10)
	1
	
	(6)
	(3)
	(1)
	
	 1(10)

	Richard Challoner
	4
	4
	
	
	
	
	
	4

	Southborough
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Tiffin
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Tiffin Girls
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Tolworth Girls
	5 (4)
	(2)
	1
	2(1)
	2 (1)
	
	
	5 (4)

	Total LEA
	21 (23)
	7 (3)
	3 (0)
	2 (8)
	5 (7)
	4 (5)
	(0)
	21 (23)


	GCE AS 

	School
	Entries
	A
	B
	C
	D
	E
	F
	Total

	Beverley
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Coombe
	24 (15)
	5 (2)
	4 (1)
	8 (3)
	3 (3)
	2 (5)
	
	22 (14)

	Chessington CC
	1
	
	
	1
	
	
	
	

	Hollyfield
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Holy Cross
	8 (6)
	(2)
	4
	1 (1)
	2
	1 (2)
	
	8 (5)

	Richard Challoner
	1 (6)
	(3)
	1
	 
	
	
	
	1 (3)

	Southborough
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Tiffin
	2
	
	
	1
	1
	
	
	2

	Tiffin Girls
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Tolworth Girls
	8 (9)
	1 (1)
	4 (2)
	3 (3)
	(1)
	(2)
	
	8 (9)

	Total LEA
	44 (36)
	6 (8)
	13 (3)
	14 (7)
	6 (4)
	3 (9)
	(0)
	42 (31)

	GCSE full

	School
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Num
	Num

	 
	Entries
	A*
	A
	B
	C
	D
	E
	F
	G
	A*-C
	A*-G

	Beverley
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Coombe
	32 (21)
	7 (6)
	12 (3)
	11(4)
	2 (1) 
	(6)
	(1)
	
	
	32 (14) 
	32 (21) 

	Chessington CC
	(1)
	
	
	
	(1)
	
	
	
	
	(1) 
	(1)

	Hollyfield
	4
	
	1
	
	
	1
	
	
	
	1
	2

	Holy Cross
	108 (131) 
	25 (4) 
	22(24) 
	32 (39) 
	21

(34) 
	7 (22)
	1 (8) 
	
	
	100 (101) 
	108 (131) 

	Richard Challoner
	111 (111) 
	1 (5) 
	3 (24)
	26 (34) 
	45 (29) 
	23 (10) 
	5 (5) 
	4 (1) 
	3 (2) 
	75 (92) 
	110 (110) 

	Southborough
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Tiffin
	3 (14) 
	1 (7) 
	2 (5) 
	(2) 
	
	
	
	
	
	3 (14) 
	3 (14) 

	Tiffin Girls
	1 (31) 
	(12)
	1 (16) 
	(3)
	
	
	
	
	
	1 (31) 
	1 (31) 

	Tolworth Girls
	22 (32) 
	2 (2)
	2 (7) 
	4 (6) 
	7 (7) 
	3 (6) 
	1 (4) 
	3
	
	15 (22) 
	22 (32) 

	Total LEA
	281 (341) 
	36 (36) 
	43 (79)
	73 (88) 
	75 (72) 
	34 (44) 
	7 (18) 
	7 (1) 
	3 (2) 
	227 (275) 
	278 (340) 


	GCSE short

	School
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Num
	Num

	 
	Entries
	A*
	A
	B
	C
	D
	E
	F
	G
	A*-C
	A*-G

	Beverley
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Coombe
	23 (12) 
	1 (7)
	5 (2) 
	5 (1) 
	4 (1)
	2
	2
	
	(1)
	15 (11)
	19 (12) 

	Chessington CC
	21 (43)
	
	2(1) 
	4 (3)
	9 (5)
	3 (14) 
	2 (8)
	1 (7)
	(4)
	15 (9)
	21 (42) 

	Hollyfield
	136 (144) 
	2 (2) 
	14 (0)
	17 (29) 
	28 (32) 
	19 (18)
	22 (14) 
	24 (12) 
	7 (13)
	61 (73) 
	133 (130) 

	Holy Cross
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Richard Challoner
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Southborough
	38 (42)
	1 (5)
	 (6) 
	3 (13) 
	8 (10) 
	6 (7) 
	12 (1)
	3
	4
	12 (34)
	37 (42) 

	Tiffin
	142 (126) 
	63 (44) 
	46 (49) 
	28 (26) 
	4 (6) 
	1 (1) 
	
	
	
	141 (125) 
	142 (126) 

	Tiffin Girls
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Tolworth Girls
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total LEA
	360 (367) 
	66 (58)
	61 (68) 
	50 (72) 
	43 (54) 
	28 (40)
	37
	27
	11
	220 (252) 
	323 (352) 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total yr 11
	1498

(1451)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total RE Course
	641

(708)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	% RE
	43% (49%)
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