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Annual Report of the Kingston upon Thames

Standing Advisory Council for Religious Education [SACRE]

for the academic year 2002-03 (Sept 2002 to Aug 2003)
Introduction by the SACRE Chair, Miss Gillian Wood

It gives me great pleasure, in my sixth and final term as Chair of the Kingston SACRE before retiring in June 2004, to report on our activities during the year. This year we have continued to provide support to schools with a key feature being the publication of a leaflet entitled “Religious Education in Kingston Schools”.

The SACRE has continued with its annual lecture programme which this year assisted us in focusing on our work on the links with the Citizenship aspect of the School curriculum.

I am pleased that the work of our SACRE has continued to move forward with the involvement of all our members. We offer the LEA support for our schools in providing Religious Education which is an important part of the school curriculum. The work which has been done to bring out the relevance of RE and how this fits into the Citizenship aspect of the Syllabus has also proved to be most helpful. Our aim to help teachers, parents and pupils in getting the most out of Religious Education as a foundation for our individual and collective futures.

May we all continue to work together to foster an enthusiasm for good Religious Education throughout the Borough in the year ahead, which this year will be without one of our longest serving SACRE Members, Mary Williams. Mary retired at the end of the year. We wish Mary well and shall miss her active involvement in our work.

The SACRE Clerk, Chris Phelan, moved on at the end of the year and we wish to formally record our appreciation for all his encouragement and hard work on behalf of the SACRE.

Gillian

SACRE Website

The Kingston SACRE web page provides access to a variety of our documents including:
· RE Syllabus;

· Databank of Places of Worship;

· Transcript of Annual Lectures;

· Access to the agenda and Minutes of SACRE meetings;

· SACRE information sheet;

· Parents Leaflet;

· Annual Reports; and

· Collective Worship Determination Scheme


View the website at: http://www.kingston.gov.uk/education/sacre.htm
Statement by the Director of Education & Leisure 

Each year the SACRE continues to meet its statutory requirements but it is its ancillary work that proves to add more and more value to the development of RE in the classroom. 

The additional resources that the SACRE either prepare or make available helps each year enormously to encourage the development of RE within our schools. 

I am pleased to have supported small financial contributions to the work of the SACRE. The work undertaken by them to bring together many community groups continues to be very successful. This was achieved partly through its policy of holding meetings in community venues and its programme of annual lectures which have become very popular indeed, stimulating great discussion and I’m sure have contributed to the overall improvement to teaching RE in Schools. 

Patrick Leeson, Director of Education and Leisure.

________________________________

Religious Education Leaflet

Family life seems to be so fast and furious that we have published a short leaflet on our RE work that is aimed at parents. It provides a succinct handy guide to the aims of RE; an outline of Agreed Syllabus and how all this fits in with legal requirements.



SACRE’S FOURTH PUBLIC ANNUAL LECTURE

The SACRE held its fourth annual public lecture in March 2003. This year’s lecture was by:

Lat Blaylock,

Executive Officer, 

Professional Council for 

Religious Education
“Putting Faith in Citizenship: Is there room for RE as well as Citizenship in the Curriculum?”

The popularity of the Annual Lecture increases each year and it was pleasing again to have a good attendance for Lat’s talk which encouraged a lively discussion. 

A copy of the transcript of the lecture is available on the SACRE website.

Next year’s lecture will by Paul Seto, Director of the Buddhist Society, on 

9 March 2004.

The leaftlet outlines how the Syllabus seeks to develop knowledge and understanding of principal religions; the influences of beliefs, values and traditions on individuals, communities, societies and cultures; the ability to form reasoned opinions leading to informed judgements about religious and moral issues including developing positive attitudes towards other people.

The leaflet is available on request and from the SACRE webpage.



Meetings of the SACRE 

The Kingston upon Thames SACRE met on three occasions during the September 2002 to August 2003 period, once per school term in different venues. Attendance at the meetings was very good.

The following matters were discussed:

· The analysis of OFSTED reports from Inspections in the Borough 

· Citizenship and PHSE 

· SACRE Development Plan 

· Qualifications Curriculum Authority’s (QCA) Analysis of 2001 SACRE Reports

· Collective Worship

· Data Bank of places of worship

· Annual Report for 2001

· NASACRE/QCA publications

· Inter Faith Issues in RE 

· INSET days for Kingston Teachers

· Parental Leaflet on RE in schools

· Annual Public Lecture

· SACRE web page 

· SACRE Link Members with Governing Bodies

· Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural matters

· Scheme of Work for the RE Syllabus

· Human Rights Act implications

· Resource Opportunities

· National Framework for RE

· Links with Connexions 

· OFSTED inspection of SACREs & LEAs

· Training opportunities 

Collective Worship

We have advised the LEA about a school that was not meeting the Collective Worship requirement. This is a matter that the SACRE will continue to monitor. There have been no requests for determinations (lifting the statutory requirement that collective worship be wholly or mainly of a broadly Christian character). The scheme for determination in Kingston is available.

Complaints
SACRE have not received any complaints on either the agreed syllabus or collective worship.

National bodies

We continued to be a member of the National Association of SACRE and have benefited from their conferences, newsletters and other publications. 

We also continue to receive and distribute QCA documents which we have found to be most helpful. 

RE Examination results

We are generally pleased with the uptake of the RE short course at GCSE and it is hoped that this will continue to grow. We have expressed our concern that one of our schools did not submit any RE exam entries. Discussions will continue between the LEA and the School on this.

Relationships with the community

We have sought to bring a clearer understanding of other religions, denominations and belief systems by continuing to rotate the venues for our meetings. One of our meetings, with an escorted viewing, is at a place of worship, another at a school and the third at the Guildhall. This year we have held meetings at the Greek Orthodox Church and Coombe Girls’ School as well as the Guildhall. The Resource Databank which includes about 50 Places of Worship in the LEA area has continued to be helpful. This provides a resource for all schools, who can choose an appropriate place of worship to visit as part of their studies and invite guest speakers to their school. This assists not only RE lessons, but also School Assemblies. The databank is available on the SACRE’s Website.



Appendix A 

Membership of the SACRE
Christian and Other Religious Denominations
Mr G Cohen 
Jewish Community

Mrs A Waugh-Lucas 
Roman Catholic Church

Mrs M James 
Local Evangelical Churches

Mrs B Kaur Chana
The Sikh Community

Mr. D Patel
The Hindu Community

Mrs H Syed 
The Muslim Community

Miss G Wood 
Kingston and District Free Churches

The Church of England

Mrs M Dean 
Diocese of Guildford

Mrs P Williams
Diocese of Southwark

Miss M Williams until Aug
Southwark Diocesan Board of Education

Teachers' Associations

Mrs S Purcell until Nov 2002
St Philip’s School

Mrs D Brotherston 
Fern Hill Primary School

Ms E Ziriat
Coombe Girls’ School
Local Education Authority

Councillor D Doe from June 03

Councillor I R McDonald

Councillor M Rowley until March 03

Councillor S Mirza until March 03

Councillor Don Jordan from June 03

Co-opted Members

Mrs E Jayne
Religious Society of Friends (Quakers)

Ms H Stephens
Schools Christian Worker 

Mrs M Mason
British Humanist Association

Officers supporting the SACRE 

During this academic year the SACRE received professional advice from Patrick Leeson, Director of Education and Leisure and from Roger Butler, RE consultant, Janet Martin, Senior Inspector, Education and David Gosling, Assistant Director of Education and Leisure. 

Chris Phelan, Committee Secretary was the Clerk to SACRE until 31 August 2003.  The role has now passed to Marian Morrison (020 8547 5062).




Appendix B (Distribution)

	· SACRE Members 
	· NASACRE

	· Children, Youth and Culture Overview Panel 
	· Muslim Education Co-ordinating Council UK

	· Governing Bodies & Headteachers
	· Board of Deputies of British Jews

	· Free Church Education Unit
	· Places of Worship (resource databank) 

	· British Evangelical Council
	· Dean of Education, Kingston University

	· Christian Education 
	· Institute of Tamil Culture

	· European Institute of Sikh Studies
	· Roehampton Institute of HE

	· Kingston Racial Equality Council
	· Archdiocese of Southwark

	· BFSS, National RE Centre, Brunel University 
	· Executive Member, Young People and Life long learning

	· Borough Deans’ 
	· Qualifications and Curriculum Authority


Appendix C Religious Education Exam Results 2003 (and 2002)

The following tables show this year’s results.  Those from 2002 are given in brackets.

	GCE A New

	School
	Entries
	A
	B
	C
	D
	E
	F
	Total

	Beverley
	   (0)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Coombe
	9 (3)
	1
	(1)
	1
	3
	4
	
	9 (1)

	Chessington CC
	
	
	(2)
	
	
	
	
	   (2)

	Hollyfield
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	   (0)

	Holy Cross
	10 (1)
	
	
	6 (1)
	3
	1
	
	10 (1)

	Richard Challoner
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	(0)

	Southborough
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	(0)

	Tiffin
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	(0)

	Tiffin Girls
	(2)
	(1)
	(1)
	
	
	
	
	(2)

	Tolworth Girls
	4
	2
	
	1
	1
	
	
	4 (0)

	Total LEA
	23 (6)
	3 (1)
	(4)
	8 (1)
	7 (0)
	5 (0)
	(0)
	23 (6)


	GCE AS 

	School
	Entries
	A
	B
	C
	D
	E
	F
	Total

	Beverley
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Coombe
	15 (19)
	2 (1)
	1 (1)
	3 (7)
	3 (2)
	5 (5)
	
	14 (16)

	Chessington CC
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	(0)

	Hollyfield
	(2)
	(0)
	(0)
	(1)
	(0)
	(1)
	
	(2)

	Holy Cross
	6 (12)
	2 (0)
	(1)
	1 (3)
	(3)
	2 (4)
	
	5 (11)

	Richard Challoner
	6 (7)
	3 
	
	 (1)
	(2)
	
	
	3 (3)

	Southborough
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	(0)

	Tiffin
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	(0)

	Tiffin Girls
	(7)
	(1)
	(2)
	(3)
	(6)
	
	
	(12)

	Tolworth Girls
	9 (6)
	1 (1)
	2 (1)
	3 (1)
	1 (2)
	2 (1)
	
	9 (6)

	Total LEA
	36 (53)
	8 (3)
	3 (5)
	7 (16)
	4 (15)
	9 (11)
	(0)
	31 (50)


	GCSE full

	School
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Num
	Num

	 
	Entries
	A*
	A
	B
	C
	D
	E
	F
	G
	A*-C
	A*-G

	Beverley
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	(0)
	(0)

	Coombe
	21 (10)
	6 (2)
	3 (5)
	4 (2)
	1 (1)
	6
	1
	
	
	14 (10)
	21 (10)

	Chessington CC
	1
	
	
	
	1
	
	
	
	
	1 (0)
	1 (0)

	Hollyfield
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	(0)
	(0)

	Holy Cross
	131 (106)
	4 (16)
	24 (35)
	39 (24)
	34 (16)
	22 (7)
	8 (4)
	(2)
	(1)
	101 (91)
	131 (105)

	Richard Challoner
	111 (113)
	5 (6)
	24 (11)
	34 (17)
	29 (26)
	10 (25)
	5 (15)
	1 (6)
	2 (5)
	92 (60)
	110 (111)

	Southborough
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	(0)
	(0)

	Tiffin
	14 (24)
	7 (5)
	5 (10)
	2 (7)
	(1)
	(1)
	
	
	
	14 (23)
	14 (24)

	Tiffin Girls
	31 (21)
	12 (1)
	16 (10)
	3 (6)
	(4)
	
	
	
	
	31 (21)
	31 (21)

	Tolworth Girls
	32 (41)
	2 (3)
	7 (14)
	6 (9)
	7 (6)
	6 (6)
	4 (1)
	(2)
	
	22 (32)
	32 (41)

	Total LEA
	341 (315)
	36 (33)
	79 (85)
	88 (65)
	72 (54)
	44 (39)
	18 (20)
	1 (10)
	2 (6)
	275 (237)
	340 (312)


	GCSE short

	School
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Num
	Num

	 
	Entries
	A*
	A
	B
	C
	D
	E
	F
	G
	A*-C
	A*-G

	Beverley
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	(0)
	(0)

	Coombe
	12 (19)
	7 (15)
	2 (2)
	1 (2)
	1
	
	
	
	1
	11 (19)
	12 (19)

	Chessington CC
	43 (37)
	(1)
	1 (4)
	3 (15)
	5 (10)
	14 (6)
	8 (1)
	7
	4
	9 (30)
	42 (37)

	Hollyfield
	144 (117)
	2 (6)
	10 (14)
	29 (21)
	32 (21)
	18 (10)
	14 (21)
	12 (11)
	13 (6)
	73 (62)
	130 (110)

	Holy Cross
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	(0)
	(0)

	Richard Challoner
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	(0)
	(0)

	Southborough
	42 (44)
	5
	 6  (2)
	13 (10)
	10 (7)
	7 (7)
	1 (7)
	(3)
	
	34 (19)
	42 (36)

	Tiffin
	126 (107)
	44 (51)
	49 (36)
	26 (17)
	6 (2)
	1 (1)
	
	
	
	125 (106)
	126 (107)

	Tiffin Girls
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	(0)
	(0)

	Tolworth Girls
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	(0)
	(0)

	Total LEA
	367 (324)
	58 (73)
	68 (58)
	72 (65)
	54 (40)
	40 (24)
	(29)
	(14)
	(6)
	252 (236)
	352 (309)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total yr 11
	1451

(1373)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total RE Course
	708

(639)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	% RE
	 49% (47%)
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