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(Circulated in January 2007 for implementation in schools from September 2007 for a five year period - to July 2012).  

INTRODUCTION FROM THE CHAIR TO KINGSTON SACRE

2007 REVISIONS TO THE RELIGIOUS EDUCATION SYLLABUS

It gives me great pleasure to introduce revisions to the Kingston Religious Education Syllabus (which update the Syllabus last revised in 2002) for implementation in schools from September 2007.

The Kingston Standing Advisory Council for RE (SACRE) established a working group to review the 2002 Syllabus with membership representing teachers and education advisers, local faith communities and the local authority.  I would like to take the opportunity to thank all members of the working group who have contributed to this review over the last two years.  In particular, I would like to place on record an appreciation of the work of Keith Field, our consultant RE Adviser, and Colin Powell, Associate Headteacher, seconded to the Directorate of Learning and Children’s Services, who have supported our work. 

The revisions to the Syllabus reflect feedback from the borough’s teachers and the guidance of the new National Framework which was published in October 2004, and include:

· revised guidance on the Foundation Stage

· a focus on assessing learning and evaluation

· opportunity for more depth at Key Stage 1 and 2 by reducing the breadth of content, and

· increased choice at Key Stage 3, with new units of supplementary material to support 
teachers.

A new feature for the Syllabus will be use of CD ROMs for convenient storage and reproduction of the supplementary RE guidance (such as the Key Stage 1 and 2 Schemes of Work circulated to schools in September 2005).  In addition, a binder format will be provided for schools which will facilitate the updating and development of the Syllabus.

Members of the Agreed Syllabus Conference and the SACRE present these revisions to the Syllabus and offer our support as it is implemented in the schools in the Borough.  We are confident that our teachers in the Borough will continue to teach Religious Education with the same enthusiasm, commitment and rigour as in the past.  We wish them well for the future and acknowledge it is our privilege and pleasure to serve them in this way.

The importance of religious education  (from the introduction to the National Framework for RE)
‘Religious education provokes challenging questions about the ultimate meaning and purpose of life, beliefs about God, the self and the nature of reality, issues of right and wrong and what it means to be human.  It develops pupils’ knowledge and understanding of Christianity, other principal religions, other religious traditions and other world views that offer answers to questions such as these.  It offers opportunities for personal reflection and spiritual development.  It enhances pupils’ awareness and understanding of religions and beliefs, teachings, practices and forms of expression, as well as of the influence of religion on individuals, families, communities and cultures. Religious education encourages pupils to learn from different religions, beliefs, values and traditions while exploring their own beliefs and questions of meaning.  It challenges pupils to reflect on, consider, analyse, interpret and evaluate issues of truth, belief, faith and ethics and to communicate their responses.
Religious education encourages pupils to develop their sense of identity and belonging.  It enables them to flourish individually within their communities and as citizens in a pluralistic society and global community.  Religious education has an important role in preparing pupils for adult life, employment and lifelong learning.  It enables pupils to develop respect for and sensitivity to others, in particular those whose faiths and beliefs are different from their own.  It promotes discernment and enables pupils to combat prejudice.’
Maria James

Chair to the Kingston SACRE 
GENERAL INTRODUCTION

This document is the syllabus currently adopted by Kingston LEA. 

It was originally circulated in November 2001 for implementation in schools from September 2002 for a five year period - to July 2007.

Revisions were circulated in January 2007 for implementation in schools from September 2007 for a five year period – to July 2012.
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